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nothing wrong with that, but they 
should go home to Mexico to do that. 

f 

LEGISLATION TO FIX THE 
MEDICARE MODERNIZATION ACT 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent to take the 
time of the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SOLIS). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
join my colleague and friend, Rep-
resentative MARCY KAPTUR, in talking 
about the trip to Ohio this week of Mi-
chael Leavitt, who oversees Medicare 
and Medicaid and our Nation’s various 
health agencies as America’s Secretary 
of the Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Michael Leavitt is a decent man, but 
he is manning a ship weighed down by 
wrongheaded laws and misplaced prior-
ities. Take the so-called Medicare Mod-
ernization Act, the legislation written 
by the drug industry, written by the 
HMOs in this Congress, pushed through 
Congress in the middle of the night by 
literally one vote. The Federal Govern-
ment, through that bill, the Federal 
Government is hand-feeding the pre-
scription drug and HMO industries lit-
erally hundreds of billions of dollars of 
our tax dollars to manufacture or to 
make up and to build a new private in-
surance market for seniors’ drug cov-
erage, and not to provide the coverage 
directly through Medicare the way peo-
ple choose their doctor in Medicare, 
the way people choose their hospital. 
This is done through 30, 40, or 50 dif-
ferent private insurance companies in-
stead of being done the way that his-
tory shows works best. 

Why? Because the drug and insurance 
industry want it that way. This new 
drug law, this new Medicare law, as I 
said, written by the drug industry and 
written by the HMOs, with seniors 
barely given a second thought, pro-
hibits the Medicare program from ne-
gotiating bulk discounts on prescrip-
tion drugs. And according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, it overpays 
insurers, the HMOs, by tens of billions 
of dollars. So much for fiscal responsi-
bility. 

The new drug law also undercuts the 
core Medicare program. If you want 
Medicare to wither on the vine, as 
former Speaker Gingrich said, wall it 
off and force seniors into the private 
market, force them out of Medicare, 
put them into the private market to 
give them additional benefits. It is in-
genious. It is also underhanded and it 
is fiscal suicide. 

Do my Republican colleagues really 
believe that when the private insur-

ance market controls Medicare that 
they will give the government and they 
will give seniors a good deal on cov-
erage? Do they really believe the drug 
industry will voluntarily charge lower 
prices for prescription drugs? 

The new Medicare drug law isn’t 
about seniors, it isn’t about moderniza-
tion, it isn’t about fiscal responsibility. 
It is about a Republican-run Congress 
that is a little too cozy with the drug 
industry and the HMOs. 

I am a cosponsor of legislation that 
would begin to fix this bill. It would 
enable seniors and disabled Medicare 
enrollees to bypass the private insur-
ance market, to say, no, I don’t want 
to compare 30 or 40 different insurance 
plans and 30 or 40 different insurance 
company brochures, and talk to 30 or 40 
different insurance agents. I want to 
bypass the private insurance market, 
check a box, and simply add a prescrip-
tion drug benefit to my Medicare. I get 
to choose my doctor as a Medicare ben-
eficiary, I get to choose the hospital, I 
ought to be able to choose my drug for-
mulary. 

It would also authorize Medicare to 
negotiate bulk discounts on prescrip-
tion drugs. That is the way the Vet-
erans’ Administration does it. That is 
the way most countries in the world do 
it. That is why drug prices are a third 
or a fourth or a fifth in every other 
country in the world, much, much 
lower prices than there are in the 
United States. 

In other words, this legislation, this 
new law as we propose the changes, 
would give seniors and taxpayers a 
break. Perhaps Secretary Leavitt will 
make use of his Ohio trip to announce 
the administration’s support for these 
bills. Perhaps. 

May 15 is the cutoff for Medicare 
beneficiaries to enroll in the new pre-
scription drug program. If they enroll 
after that date, believe it or not, they 
have to pay a penalty for late enroll-
ment. Let’s think about that. My Re-
publican colleagues in Congress and 
the Bush administration have finally 
acknowledged that the drug program 
got off to a rocky start and is very con-
fusing to seniors. Seniors have sat on 
the phone for up to 2 hours waiting for 
someone from the Medicare hotline to 
help with enrollment questions. 

I talked to seniors in Vandalia, Ohio, 
in Cincinnati, in Norton, and in Lon-
don, Ohio. All of them say this Medi-
care drug benefit is way too confusing. 
Not just prospective enrollees are con-
fused, but State agencies, local service 
agencies, Federal bureaucrats, even the 
insurers who offer the new coverage. 
Finding the right answer to an enroll-
ment question is almost as difficult as 
choosing which of the 30 or 40 plans to 
enroll in. 

And when seniors did enroll in a plan, 
there were paperwork problems, there 
were systems problems, there were 
transition problems, there were for-

mulary problems, and there were prob-
lems in the drugstores where one phar-
macist at least, one pharmacy in Lon-
don, Ohio, had to close because of the 
additional cost imposed on these small 
businesses by this bureaucracy created 
by a Congress that listened to the drug 
industry and the HMOs more than it 
listened to drugstores, to pharmacists 
or to seniors. 

The various failings of this drug pro-
gram made the news virtually every 
day for 4 months. Maybe Secretary 
Leavitt will make use of his trip to 
Ohio to announce the Republican lead-
ership is listening, they have changed 
their minds, and they want to see a 
better law. Maybe. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a Joint Res-
olution and a Concurrent Resolution of 
the following titles in which the con-
currence of the House is requested: 

S.J. Res. 28. Joint resolution approving the 
location of the commemorative work in the 
District of Columbia honoring former Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

S. Con. Res. 60. Concurrent resolution des-
ignating the Negro Leagues Baseball Mu-
seum in Kansas City, Missouri, as America’s 
National Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. 

f 

BLUE DOG COALITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. ROSS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, this evening, 
as every Tuesday evening, the members 
of the 37-Member strong fiscally con-
servative Democratic Blue Dog Coali-
tion come to the floor of the United 
States House of Representatives, here 
at our Nation’s Capitol, to address the 
debt, the deficit, and tonight also the 
budget. 

And for those of you who have 
walked the halls of Congress, it is easy 
to spot when you are walking by a 
Member’s office that is a member of 
the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coa-
lition because you will see one of these 
posters, one of these posters that dis-
plays the current national debt. And 
every American citizen shares the Na-
tional debt. 

As you can see, at the moment, the 
U.S. national debt is $8,378,143,406,405 
and some change. And for every man, 
woman, and child in America, includ-
ing those being born this hour, your 
share of the national debt is $28,000. 

We raise these issues for a number of 
reasons, Mr. Speaker. It is hard now to 
remember, but from 1998 to 2001, our 
Nation enjoyed a balanced budget. We 
had a surplus. We could meet many of 
America’s priorities. But today, for the 
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