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Walter Rodney. When we arrived on the 
scene he flashed his usual sly grin and con-
tinued speaking with the washers—all wives 
of farmers and children of working people. 

We spent more than an hour listening to 
Walter exchange conversation with whom 
Granada’s deceased Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop used to call ‘‘the salt of the earth.’’ 

That was Walter he’d take a complex topic 
as economics and tailor it to suit the wash-
ers and presented it in words that they un-
derstood. He interjected humor and practical 
day-to-day experiences that they related to 
in an effective methodology for educating 
‘‘his people’’ as he called them. 

In Guyana there has been the problem that 
historically the working class has always 
been divided mainly because of the manipu-
lation of the planter class. The Indians were 
introduced into the society specifically to 
counter and break the development of the 
Black working class movement that arose in 
opposition to conditions after the end of 
slavery. 

So it is not simply as though Africans and 
Indians co-existed without any relation one 
to the other. Economic competition between 
Africans and Indians was deliberately cre-
ated within the construct of the old capi-
talist order. 

In 1974 Walter Rodney decided to return to 
Guyana and take up an appointment at the 
University of Guyana. Of course, the Forbes 
Burnham government promptly scuttled his 
appointment as Professor of History. That 
same year he joined the Working people’s Al-
liance that became a political party in July 
of 1979—five months after the Grenada Revo-
lution of March 13, 1979. That same month he 
was arrested, along with seven other people, 
for allegedly burning down Government of-
fices. It would be this incident that would 
propel him to the top of Guyanese politics 
and ultimately seal his fate. From that time 
on Walter’s life was on the line as threats, 
harassment and intimidation continued from 
the Burnham regime that became more and 
more obsessed with a man that Guyanese 
across the board saw as the replacement to 
Linden Forbes Burnham. 

Under these oppressive conditions the 
Burnham Government reacted more and 
more with violence to a restless population 
now growing fed up with the paramount 
leader’s shenanigans and political grand-
standing. Walter was unapologetic about his 
political work and saw it as rendering a serv-
ice to the people of Guyana. He was well 
aware that the Burnham regime was out to 
get him since President Burnham had alleg-
edly told him to make his will. 

Certainly among progressive circles in the 
Caribbean Walter was told that he should 
not go to Guyana since his life would be in 
real danger and that the Government would 
stop at nothing to destroy him. 

But Walter accepted this as part of the 
price that he was willing to pay for the lib-
eration of the people of Guyana. 

On the evening of June 13, 1980 Walter Rod-
ney was assassinated by a bomb placed in a 
walkie-talkie and detonated remotely. He 
left behind his wife, Patricia and three chil-
dren. The Caribbean and Africa lost a gifted 
intellectual and a skilled political leader. 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE RICHARD A. 
BENNETT OF NAPA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor Judge 
Richard A. Bennett as he retires after serving 
20 years on the courts of Napa County, Cali-
fornia. 

Judge Bennett’s extraordinary judicial lead-
ership both on and off the bench not only im-
proved the lives of thousands of Napa Valley 
residents and families, it saved many of them. 
Whether it was in small claims, family court, 
felony trials or his landmark efforts within 
Napa’s Adult Drug Court, he had a gift of fo-
cusing on the human element that connects all 
of us. No one understood better than Judge 
Bennett the forces that can break families and 
communities apart as well as the common 
bonds that can be used to repair both. 

It was this understanding of how important 
our bonds are to each other and to our com-
munity that enabled Judge Bennett to amass 
a remarkable record of reaching far more 
agreements than impasses in his court. And 
Mr. Speaker, it is this understanding that is 
unfortunately all too rare on our national stage 
today. 

At a time when our political discourse has 
devolved to a level of partisan stagnation, our 
national leaders can learn a great deal from 
Judge Bennett and the community he has so 
proudly and effectively served over these past 
20 years. He has built a foundation of co-
operation, integrity and compassion that will 
continue to benefit many generations of Napa 
Valley residents long after his robe is retired. 

Richard Bennett was born in Virginia and 
moved to my hometown of St. Helena at age 
14 with his parents Larry and Doda. A grad-
uate of the distinguished University of Cali-
fornia Hastings College of Law, he practiced 
family law before being appointed to the Napa 
County Municipal Court by Governor George 
Deukmejian in 1985. He later became the first 
Presiding Judge of the Consolidated Municipal 
and Superior Courts for Napa County in 1993. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, because of the 
many contributions Judge Bennett has made 
to our community and nation, it is fitting and 
appropriate that we honor him today as he re-
tires from the Superior Court of Napa County 
and extend our best wishes to him and his 
family. Though he may be leaving the bench, 
I am confident that he will continue to provide 
leadership in Napa County for many years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING 65 YEARS OF 
AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
introduced a bipartisan resolution, along with 
my dear friends and colleagues, Representa-

tives TOM REYNOLDS, CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, 
and LOUISE SLAUGHTER, to recognize the cul-
tural and educational contributions of Amer-
ican Ballet Theatre throughout its 65 years of 
service as ‘‘America’s National Ballet Com-
pany.’’ 

Sixty-five years ago, American Ballet The-
atre was formed to fulfill two essential mis-
sions: Become one of the world’s great ballet 
companies and bring classical dance to com-
munities who typically are not able to experi-
ence world-class ballet. 

Now, 65 years later, ABT has brought 
world-class dance to America and American 
dance to the world, including performances in 
126 cities throughout all 50 states and 42 
countries, often as representatives of the State 
Department. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized the im-
portant role of American Ballet Theatre over 
40 years ago, stating that ABT brings ‘‘some 
measure of understanding of America’s cul-
tural environment and inspiration’’ to audi-
ences through the medium of ballet. 

ABT’s mission extends beyond the pursuit 
of artistic greatness. ABT’s extensive edu-
cational outreach programs include the award- 
winning Make a Ballet program, which inspires 
and empowers at-risk students by guiding 
them through the entire process of staging 
their own ballet. From choreography, cos-
tumes and performance to lighting, marketing 
and concessions, Make a Ballet has served 
students in the New York City region for over 
a decade; now, ABT is bringing Make a Ballet 
on tour to communities like Washington, DC, 
Los Angeles, Chicago and Cleveland. 

For 65 years, American Ballet Theatre has 
entertained, inspired and educated thousands 
and thousands of people across the country 
and the world. I am proud to represent this im-
portant institution and thank my colleagues for 
joining me in celebrating the past 65 years 
with ABT. We all look forward to the next 65 
years. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF GERARD 
FRANCIS SCHIAPPA 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Gerard Francis 
Schiappa, director of federal relations for Tur-
ner Construction and former administrative as-
sistant to Congressman Louis C. Wyman, who 
died of cancer March 17, in his home in Poto-
mac Falls. Gerry was 67 years old. 

Gerry, who had a 50-year career in govern-
ment affairs, also was special counsel to 
former Secretary of the Navy J. William 
Middendorf II from 1975 to 1976 during the 
Ford Administration. He began his career as 
an elevator operator and mailroom clerk in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. After serving 
in the Army, Mr. Schiappa returned to the 
House, where he served on the staffs of Rep-
resentatives Arch A. Moore (R–W.Va.), Joe 
Skubitz (R–Kan.), William C. Cramer (R–Fla.) 
and finally Louis C. Wyman (R–N.H.). 

As Congressman Wyman’s Chief of Staff, 
Gerry had a reputation on Capitol Hill as a 
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brilliant political tactician who knew how to get 
things done. His counsel to Congressman 
Wyman, who served on the House Sub-
committee on Defense Appropriations, helped 
save the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from clo-
sure in the early 1970s. He served as a prin-
cipal coordinator for Congressman Wyman’s 
U.S. Senate campaign against John Durkin, a 
Democrat, in a 1975 runoff election, which is 
known as the closest Senate race in U.S. his-
tory. 

Gerry left public service in 1978 to join the 
Panax Corp. as its Vice President of Public Af-
fairs. He founded a lobbying firm, the Capital 
Group, in 1981 and served as its president 
and chief executive until 1996. In 1997, he be-
came managing partner of Middendorf & As-
sociates. 

Gerry was born the third of 10 children in 
Scranton, Pa. He grew up in Mount Rainier, 
graduated from Northwestern High School in 
Hyattsville and attended Capitol Page School 
in Washington. He also attended Emerson 
Preparatory School and the University of 
Maryland. 

He served on the executive finance com-
mittee of the 1981 and 1985 Presidential Inau-
gural Committees, and President Ronald Rea-
gan’s 1981 Presidential Transition Office for 
Intelligence Operations. He also served on the 
boards of numerous organizations, including 
the Educational Film Center and Prevision 
Corp. He was also a member of the Wash-
ington Performing Arts Society, ALS Associa-
tion of Washington, Great Falls Citizens Asso-
ciation, Defense Forum Foundation and the 
Reagan Alumni Association. 

Of all his accomplishments, Gerry was most 
proud of being a mentor to countless young 
men and women eager to begin their profes-
sional careers. John Dean, former White 
House counsel, wrote in his autobiography 
that Gerry helped him get his first job in gov-
ernment. Gerry is survived by his wife of 41 
years, Jane Thompson Schiappa of Potomac 
Falls; two children, Brien Schiappa-Dunn and 
John Schiappa, both of Potomac Falls; a 
brother; eight sisters; and one granddaughter. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Ge-
rard Schiappa on the floor of the House today. 
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FEBRUARY 2006 NATIONAL PRAYER 
BREAKFAST WITH REMARKS 
FROM BONO 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter into the RECORD the very profound 
speech giving by Bono, the world-renowned 
musician and noted humanitarian, during the 
February 2006 National Prayer Breakfast. 

As the lead singer and lyricist for the Irish 
rock band U2, Paul Hewson, better known as 
Bono, rose to fame as a socially-conscious 
songwriter who through song has taken many 
people on spiritual journeys while opening 
their eyes to the plight of the underprivileged 
and in some instances inspired people to 
change. 

Beyond U2, Bono has extended himself to 
other projects and causes, and has emerged 

over the years to be a social activist, having 
rallied numerous actors, artists, socialites and 
activists on behalf of the world’s poor, particu-
larly those afflicted with the HIV virus in Africa 
and elsewhere throughout the world. While his 
international celebrity status has placed him in 
a position to relax and enjoy fame and wealth, 
he selflessly dedicates his time to improving 
our world as a tireless advocate for the less 
fortunate. 

Bono has committed himself to continuing to 
address issues critical to future generations. 
He faces global crises with conviction and the 
hope that others will see the pain and suf-
fering in the world and come together in unity 
to make the World a better place for all man-
kind. 

Mr. Speaker: I humbly submit the remarks 
made by Bono as he addressed an audience 
that included the President of the United 
States, the First Lady, King Abdullah of Jor-
dan, members of Congress and other guests 
during National Prayer Breakfast held in 
Washington, D.C. in February 2006. 

BONO’S REMARKS TO THE NATIONAL PRAYER 
BREAKFAST, FEBRUARY 2, 2006 

INTRODUCTION OF BONO BY SENATOR NORM 
COLEMAN 

In my day, I have introduced the Presi-
dent, I once introduced Dr. Billy Graham, 
but as a former roadie for 60 rock bands, 10 
years after, this ranks right up there as one 
of the high points of my introducing career. 
Mark [Senator Mark Pryor, Democrat/Ar-
kansas] and I were joking, ‘‘This kind of 
makes us the rhetorical warm-up act for 
U2.’’ 

Our message today comes from a person 
who has gotten the attention of the world, 
by walking with God, talking about things 
that matter, letting his light shine. He’s an 
extraordinary musician, charismatic leader, 
and unabashedly, uniquely himself. We have 
an expression that a celebrity is a person 
who is famous for being famous. But our 
speaker this morning is known around the 
world as a person of conscience, a person of 
influence, but most of all, a person of faith. 
His organization is called DATA—Debt, 
AIDS, Trade in Africa. They are working to 
bring people, organizations, leaders and poli-
ticians together to make a unified effort to 
change the future of Africa. On your tables 
are these white wristbands which are appro-
priately printed with the word ‘‘ONE.’’ He’s 
come to challenge us to reach across the 
boundaries, to care for the poor and to walk 
the talk of our faith. Ladies and gentlemen: 
Bono. 

[applause] 
BONO’S ADDRESS 

Thank you very much. 
Thank you, Mr. President, First Lady, 

King Abdullah of Jordan, Norm [Senator 
Coleman], distinguished guests . . . 

Please join me in praying that I don’t say 
something we all regret. 

[laughter] 
That was for the FCC. 
If you’re wondering what I’m doing here, 

at a prayer breakfast, well, so am I. I’m cer-
tainly not here as a man of the cloth, unless 
that cloth is leather. 

[laughter] 
I’m certainly not here because I’m a rock 

star. Which leaves only one possible expla-
nation: I’ve got a messianic complex. 

[laughter] 
It’s true. [For] anyone who knows me, it’s 

hardly a revelation. 

Well, I’m the first to admit that there’s 
something unnatural . . . something even un-
seemly . . . about rock stars mounting the 
pulpit and preaching at presidents, then dis-
appearing to their villas in the South of 
France. Talk about a fish out of water. It 
was weird enough to have Jesse Helms come 
to a rock show . . . this is really weird. 

[laughter] 
Now, one of the things I love about this 

country is the separation of church and 
state. Although I have to say: in inviting me 
here, both church and state have been sepa-
rated from something else completely: their 
mind. [Looks over at President Bush, who is 
seated to his right] Mr. President, are you 
sure about this? 

[laughter] 
It’s very humbling, and I will try to keep 

my homily brief. But be warned—I am Irish. 
[laughter] 
I’d like to talk about the laws of man, here 

in this city where those laws are written. 
And I’d like to talk about higher laws. It 
would be great to assume that one serves the 
other; that the laws of man serve these high-
er laws . . . but of course, they don’t always. 
And I presume that, in a way, is why you’re 
all here. 

I presume the reason for this gathering is 
that all of us are here—Muslims, Jews, 
Christians—are all searching our souls for 
how to better serve our family, our commu-
nity, our nation, our God . . . And some of us 
are not very good examples, despite what 
Norm says. I am certainly searching. And 
that, I suppose, is what led me here. 

Yes, it is odd, having a rock star at the 
breakfast—but maybe it’s odder for me than 
for you. Because you see, I have avoided reli-
gious people most of my life. Maybe it’s 
something to do with having a father who 
was a Protestant and a mother who was 
Catholic in a country where the line between 
the two was, quite literally, often a battle 
line. Where the line between church and 
state was . . . at the very least, a little blur-
ry, and hard to see. 

I remember how my mother would bring us 
to chapel on Sundays . . . and my father 
used to wait outside. One of the things that 
I picked up from my father and my mother 
was the sense that religion often gets in the 
way of God. 

For me, at least, it got in the way. Seeing 
what religious people, in the name of God, 
did to my native land . . . and even in this 
country, seeing God’s second-hand car sales-
men on their TV cable channels, offering in-
dulgences for cash . . . in fact, all over the 
world, seeing the self-righteousness roll 
down like a mighty stream from certain cor-
ners of the religious establishment . . . 

I must confess, I changed the channel. I 
wanted my MTV. 

So, even though I was a believer—and per-
haps because I was a believer—I was cynical 
. . . not about God, but about God’s politics. 
There you are, Jim [Wallis, author of the 
book God’s Politics]. 

In 1997, a couple of eccentric, septua-
genarian Christians—British, as it happens— 
went and ruined my shtick—my reproachful-
ness. They did it by describing the Millen-
nium, the year 2000, as a Jubilee year, de-
scribed this year as an opportunity to cancel 
the chronic debts of the world’s poorest peo-
ple. They had the audacity to renew the 
Lord’s call—and were joined by Pope John 
Paul II, who, from an Irish half-Catholic’s 
point of view, may have had a more direct 
line to the Almighty. But they got together 
to declare the year of Jubilee. 

So . . . Jubilee. Why ‘Jubilee’? 
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