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Walter Rodney. When we arrived on the 
scene he flashed his usual sly grin and con-
tinued speaking with the washers—all wives 
of farmers and children of working people. 

We spent more than an hour listening to 
Walter exchange conversation with whom 
Granada’s deceased Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop used to call ‘‘the salt of the earth.’’ 

That was Walter he’d take a complex topic 
as economics and tailor it to suit the wash-
ers and presented it in words that they un-
derstood. He interjected humor and practical 
day-to-day experiences that they related to 
in an effective methodology for educating 
‘‘his people’’ as he called them. 

In Guyana there has been the problem that 
historically the working class has always 
been divided mainly because of the manipu-
lation of the planter class. The Indians were 
introduced into the society specifically to 
counter and break the development of the 
Black working class movement that arose in 
opposition to conditions after the end of 
slavery. 

So it is not simply as though Africans and 
Indians co-existed without any relation one 
to the other. Economic competition between 
Africans and Indians was deliberately cre-
ated within the construct of the old capi-
talist order. 

In 1974 Walter Rodney decided to return to 
Guyana and take up an appointment at the 
University of Guyana. Of course, the Forbes 
Burnham government promptly scuttled his 
appointment as Professor of History. That 
same year he joined the Working people’s Al-
liance that became a political party in July 
of 1979—five months after the Grenada Revo-
lution of March 13, 1979. That same month he 
was arrested, along with seven other people, 
for allegedly burning down Government of-
fices. It would be this incident that would 
propel him to the top of Guyanese politics 
and ultimately seal his fate. From that time 
on Walter’s life was on the line as threats, 
harassment and intimidation continued from 
the Burnham regime that became more and 
more obsessed with a man that Guyanese 
across the board saw as the replacement to 
Linden Forbes Burnham. 

Under these oppressive conditions the 
Burnham Government reacted more and 
more with violence to a restless population 
now growing fed up with the paramount 
leader’s shenanigans and political grand-
standing. Walter was unapologetic about his 
political work and saw it as rendering a serv-
ice to the people of Guyana. He was well 
aware that the Burnham regime was out to 
get him since President Burnham had alleg-
edly told him to make his will. 

Certainly among progressive circles in the 
Caribbean Walter was told that he should 
not go to Guyana since his life would be in 
real danger and that the Government would 
stop at nothing to destroy him. 

But Walter accepted this as part of the 
price that he was willing to pay for the lib-
eration of the people of Guyana. 

On the evening of June 13, 1980 Walter Rod-
ney was assassinated by a bomb placed in a 
walkie-talkie and detonated remotely. He 
left behind his wife, Patricia and three chil-
dren. The Caribbean and Africa lost a gifted 
intellectual and a skilled political leader. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor Judge 
Richard A. Bennett as he retires after serving 
20 years on the courts of Napa County, Cali-
fornia. 

Judge Bennett’s extraordinary judicial lead-
ership both on and off the bench not only im-
proved the lives of thousands of Napa Valley 
residents and families, it saved many of them. 
Whether it was in small claims, family court, 
felony trials or his landmark efforts within 
Napa’s Adult Drug Court, he had a gift of fo-
cusing on the human element that connects all 
of us. No one understood better than Judge 
Bennett the forces that can break families and 
communities apart as well as the common 
bonds that can be used to repair both. 

It was this understanding of how important 
our bonds are to each other and to our com-
munity that enabled Judge Bennett to amass 
a remarkable record of reaching far more 
agreements than impasses in his court. And 
Mr. Speaker, it is this understanding that is 
unfortunately all too rare on our national stage 
today. 

At a time when our political discourse has 
devolved to a level of partisan stagnation, our 
national leaders can learn a great deal from 
Judge Bennett and the community he has so 
proudly and effectively served over these past 
20 years. He has built a foundation of co-
operation, integrity and compassion that will 
continue to benefit many generations of Napa 
Valley residents long after his robe is retired. 

Richard Bennett was born in Virginia and 
moved to my hometown of St. Helena at age 
14 with his parents Larry and Doda. A grad-
uate of the distinguished University of Cali-
fornia Hastings College of Law, he practiced 
family law before being appointed to the Napa 
County Municipal Court by Governor George 
Deukmejian in 1985. He later became the first 
Presiding Judge of the Consolidated Municipal 
and Superior Courts for Napa County in 1993. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, because of the 
many contributions Judge Bennett has made 
to our community and nation, it is fitting and 
appropriate that we honor him today as he re-
tires from the Superior Court of Napa County 
and extend our best wishes to him and his 
family. Though he may be leaving the bench, 
I am confident that he will continue to provide 
leadership in Napa County for many years to 
come. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
introduced a bipartisan resolution, along with 
my dear friends and colleagues, Representa-

tives TOM REYNOLDS, CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, 
and LOUISE SLAUGHTER, to recognize the cul-
tural and educational contributions of Amer-
ican Ballet Theatre throughout its 65 years of 
service as ‘‘America’s National Ballet Com-
pany.’’ 

Sixty-five years ago, American Ballet The-
atre was formed to fulfill two essential mis-
sions: Become one of the world’s great ballet 
companies and bring classical dance to com-
munities who typically are not able to experi-
ence world-class ballet. 

Now, 65 years later, ABT has brought 
world-class dance to America and American 
dance to the world, including performances in 
126 cities throughout all 50 states and 42 
countries, often as representatives of the State 
Department. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized the im-
portant role of American Ballet Theatre over 
40 years ago, stating that ABT brings ‘‘some 
measure of understanding of America’s cul-
tural environment and inspiration’’ to audi-
ences through the medium of ballet. 

ABT’s mission extends beyond the pursuit 
of artistic greatness. ABT’s extensive edu-
cational outreach programs include the award- 
winning Make a Ballet program, which inspires 
and empowers at-risk students by guiding 
them through the entire process of staging 
their own ballet. From choreography, cos-
tumes and performance to lighting, marketing 
and concessions, Make a Ballet has served 
students in the New York City region for over 
a decade; now, ABT is bringing Make a Ballet 
on tour to communities like Washington, DC, 
Los Angeles, Chicago and Cleveland. 

For 65 years, American Ballet Theatre has 
entertained, inspired and educated thousands 
and thousands of people across the country 
and the world. I am proud to represent this im-
portant institution and thank my colleagues for 
joining me in celebrating the past 65 years 
with ABT. We all look forward to the next 65 
years. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF GERARD 
FRANCIS SCHIAPPA 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Gerard Francis 
Schiappa, director of federal relations for Tur-
ner Construction and former administrative as-
sistant to Congressman Louis C. Wyman, who 
died of cancer March 17, in his home in Poto-
mac Falls. Gerry was 67 years old. 

Gerry, who had a 50-year career in govern-
ment affairs, also was special counsel to 
former Secretary of the Navy J. William 
Middendorf II from 1975 to 1976 during the 
Ford Administration. He began his career as 
an elevator operator and mailroom clerk in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. After serving 
in the Army, Mr. Schiappa returned to the 
House, where he served on the staffs of Rep-
resentatives Arch A. Moore (R–W.Va.), Joe 
Skubitz (R–Kan.), William C. Cramer (R–Fla.) 
and finally Louis C. Wyman (R–N.H.). 

As Congressman Wyman’s Chief of Staff, 
Gerry had a reputation on Capitol Hill as a 
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