
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS4922 April 4, 2006 
CONGRATULATING DR. JOHN RAY 

TAITANO ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
GUAM ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 
AND COMMEMORATING HIS AC-
COMPLISHMENTS AND DEDICA-
TION TO HIS COUNTRY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate my dear friend, Dr. John Ray 
Taitano on the occasion of his retirement from 
the Guam Army National Guard after twenty 
three years of service as a patriot and to ex-
press the gratitude and appreciation of the 
people of Guam and America for his accom-
plishments and his dedication to his country 
and the freedoms all Americans enjoy. 

Dr. Taitano, even as he completed his col-
lege education at the University of Guam in 
1968, was ever mindful of his duty to country, 
and continued his pursuit of a military career 
through the U.S. Army Engineer’s Officer Can-
didate School at Fort Belvoir, VA, from where 
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant 
and then soon after deployed to Viet Nam 
where he served from 1971 to 1972. After that 
deployment and service, Dr. Taitano pursued 
his lifelong desire to continue serving his peo-
ple as a doctor of medicine through the Uni-
versity of Hawaii’s School of Medicine from 
where he was the first Chamorro graduate. He 
soon after returned to Guam to establish, with 
three fellow Chamorro doctors, the Family 
Medical Clinic, which eventually became The 
Doctors’ Clinic, one of Guam’s premier private 
medical clinics serving over 15,000 island pa-
tients. Today, John Ray Taitano continues to 
serve The Doctors’ Clinic as a staff physician, 
stockholder and member of its Board of Direc-
tors. 

Despite his busy schedule at The Doctors’ 
Clinic, Dr. John Ray Taitano continued to 
serve his community through the years in 
many ways. As President of the Guam Memo-
rial Hospital Medical Staff and Chairman of the 
Hospital’s Medical Executive Committee; as 
President of the Guam Medical Society; as 
President of the Government of Guam’s Com-
mission on Licensure; as President of the 
Guam Heart Association; and as his latest ad-
venture; as President of the Guam Veterans’ 
Advisory Council. But his love for his country, 
and the men and women who proudly wear its 
uniforms, continued to motivate him to even 
greater personal accomplishments. 

In 1983, Dr. Taitano was commissioned as 
a Captain of the Guam Army National Guard 
and became its first, and only, State Surgeon. 
He served as the chief advisor to eight (8) Ad-
jutant Generals on all command medical mat-
ters and has ensured that all 800 plus per-
sonnel are medically qualified for deployment 
worldwide. He became the Senior Medical Of-
ficer of the Command, a position and respon-
sibility he has held since 1997. 

In pursuit of the best health for the soldiers 
under his watch, Dr. Taitano championed 
elimination of smoking inside all buildings of 
the Guam National Guard and established the 
first unit physical training program for 

MEDCOM, in addition to and apart from the 
Command PT program. 

While serving as the Senior Medical Officer 
of the Guam Guard, Colonel Taitano attended 
the U.S. Army War College where he grad-
uated in June 2001 with a Master of Strategic 
Studies. The War College has honed to an 
even keener edge, Colonel Taitano’s strategic 
planning and leadership skills in preparation 
for assuming positions as a general officer. 

Despite already serving his country in the 
Viet Nam Conflict, for which he received nu-
merous awards and commendations, Dr. 
Taitano did not shy away from the call to 
again serve his country in battle. In 2005, 
Colonel Taitano again responded to the call of 
duty with service in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
fighting alongside our country’s soldiers and 
attending to their medical needs as a Medical 
Corp Officer with the 199th Troop Medical 
Clinic of the 256 Brigade Combat Team of the 
Louisiana Army National Guard. Upon his re-
tirement, many of our island people will look 
on John Ray Taitano’s distinguished career 
with justified pride. Many of those who call him 
DOCTOR will be relieved at his retirement 
from the Guard; and many in the Guard will be 
saddened that a fellow soldier who cham-
pioned their health causes has chosen to re-
tire. But in the minds of all of these will always 
abide that knowledge that John Ray Taitano 
will forever be an outstanding doctor of medi-
cine and always an untiring and unwavering 
patriot, soldier and defender of the American 
way of life. May God Bless Dr. Taitano as we 
all wish him the best upon retirement with a 
heartfelt, Si Yu’os Ma’ase. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MESSIAH FES-
TIVAL IN LINDSBORG, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commemorate the 
125th Messiah Festival in Lindsborg, Kansas. 
This April, the community of Lindsborg will cel-
ebrate Holy Week by performing Handel’s 
‘‘The Messiah.’’ This musical interpretation of 
the Easter story has been enjoyed in 
Lindsborg since the late 1800s when local im-
migrant pioneers first gathered together to per-
form this historic piece. 

Many pioneers settling in the Smoky Valley 
on the plains of Kansas journeyed far from 
their homes in Sweden. They sought a better 
way of life and the choice to practice a religion 
free from the will of Sweden’s state church. 
These pioneers thrived in their newly adopted 
Kansas home. They adjusted to a new Amer-
ican way of life, but the citizens of Lindsborg 
never lost sight of the culture and values that 
formed their Swedish heritage. 

One tradition that has sustained the life of 
this community through the years is the an-
nual Messiah Festival. In 1881, Reverend Carl 
Swensson, the founder of Bethany College in 
Lindsborg, and his wife, Alma, organized the 
Bethany Oratorio Society in the parsonage of 
Bethany Lutheran Church. Alma taught the 

music and English words of ‘‘The Messiah’’ to 
40 parishioners. After a winter and spring of 
instruction, Bethany Lutheran Church began a 
storied tradition as host to this community 
celebration marking Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday with beautiful music. 

The enterprising spirit and strong Swedish 
heritage of the early pioneers who began the 
Messiah Festival has since led to great cul-
tural and educational additions to the State of 
Kansas. As the Messiah Festival tradition has 
grown, so has the town of Lindsborg, and 
Bethany College. This liberal arts institution 
has expanded to offer baccalaureate degrees 
in over thirty fields to an enrollment of 600 full 
and part -time students from 19 states and 12 
countries. The Lindsborg community continues 
to honor its foundation of cultural expression 
by hosting art and music festivals and offering 
unique arts, crafts and import gift shops. 

It is with great pleasure that I represent this 
Kansas community in Congress. Lindsborg 
demonstrates how collaboration, a rich cultural 
heritage, and appreciation for beautiful music 
celebrating the Lord can create a tradition 
worthy of 125 years of repeating. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing the Lindsborg community for their 
125th Anniversary Messiah Festival and for 
their many contributions to the State of Kan-
sas. 
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TRIBUTE TO JERRY HOFFMAN 

HON. JO ANN DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a constituent of 
mine, Jerry Hoffman of West Point, Virginia, 
Born in Ironwood, Michigan, Jerry graduated 
from Michigan State University. In 1964, he 
entered the United States Air Force to serve 
his country. As a Special Agent with the Air 
Force Office of Special Investigations 
(APOSI), he was responsible for global coun-
terintelligence operations. Upon retiring from 
the Air Force in 1984, Jerry continued to serve 
his country while working for the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. In 1989, he cofounded the 
private security training company, International 
Training Inc. (ITI), in West Point, Virginia and 
served as its president and chief executive of-
ficer until 2001. At that time, Jerry was ap-
pointed as the president and chief executive 
officer of ArmorGroup North America, and in 
2002 assumed this role at ArmorGroup Inter-
national. 

Jerry is married to Katharine Kropp and has 
two children, Scott, a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
United States Air Force, and Tabitha, who 
owns a Medical Transcription Business. Jerry 
and Katharine are very active in various char-
ities and organizations throughout Virginia, 
most notably the American Cancer Society. 

Jerry has co-authored two novels, receiving 
the Edgar Allan Poe special award by the 
Mystery Writers Association of America in ad-
dition to a special research award presented 
by the United States Air Force Command and 
Staff College for a study of worldwide inter-
national and transnational terrorist groups. 
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