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I wish to extend to Jerry Hoffman my sin-

cerest congratulations on his retirement. Both 
in and out of uniform, he has made a signifi-
cant contribution to our country, and I am 
pleased to recognize this special occasion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL GOODMAN, 
CARE AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Michael Goodman, upon re-
ceiving the Commonwealth Academy Recogni-
tion for Educators, CARE, Award. 

The CARE award honors outstanding edu-
cators who work to enhance the lives of their 
students. This year’s honorees are recognized 
for their unrelenting work to enhance the lives 
of the students they serve. This award is pre-
sented by Commonwealth Academy, located 
in Alexandria, Virginia, and honors those com-
mitted to diverse learning throughout the na-
tion. Michael Goodman, an Instructional Tech-
nology Coordinator at Kenmore Middle School 
in Arlington, Virginia, is honored for his work 
with assisting teachers and students with 
using technology to learn at Kenmore. 

Mr. Goodman has been teaching for over 
ten years and has won numerous awards for 
his technology instruction. Because of his vi-
sion, many classrooms at Kenmore are ‘‘tech-
nology rich’’—meaning the teacher uses a 
SMART board and other equipment to tailor 
instruction to engage and challenge all stu-
dents. Without Mr. Goodman’s exceptional 
and effort, the teachers would not be able to 
use the technology to reach students. He has 
been involved in numerous technology activi-
ties and programs. As an organizer of ‘‘An Ad-
venture of the American Mind’’ Library of Con-
gress program at Kenmore, his enthusiasm 
helped to motivate 54 teachers from Kenmore 
to complete the entire workshop series last 
year, and resulted in Kenmore Middle School 
receiving $30,000 dollars in technical equip-
ment from the program. Mr. Goodman says of 
his approach to teaching, ‘‘My job as Instruc-
tional Technology Coordinator allows me to 
work with teachers and students bringing in 
the unique advantages that technology offers 
to create and simulate activities based on 
[multiple] intelligences.’’ 

Mr. Goodman received his B.S. in Tech-
nology Education from Virginia Tech and his 
master’s in Instructional Technology from Tow-
son University. He and his wife, Dedra, have 
three young sons, Harrison, Xavier, and Rem-
ington. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing Michael Goodman and congratulating him 
on this distinguished achievement. 

RECOGNIZING DELL ROVANSEK AS 
THE RECIPIENT OF THE CARE 
AWARD 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dell Rovansek of Fairfax, 
Virginia, upon receiving the Commonwealth 
Academy Recognition for Educators, CARE, 
Award. 

The CARE award presented by Common-
wealth Academy of Alexandria, Virginia honors 
outstanding educators who work to enhance 
the lives of their students. This year’s hon-
orees are recognized for their unrelenting work 
to enhance the lives of the students they 
serve. Dell Rovansek, a second grade teacher 
at Bonnie Brae Elementary School in Fairfax, 
Virginia, is honored for her work in promoting 
academic achievement for all in the spirit of 
the No Child Left Behind Act. 

Ms. Rovansek has been teaching for twen-
ty-one years, and has extensive experience 
working with special needs students. She is 
originally from Wadley, Alabama, and received 
her B.S. in Education from Auburn University 
and her master’s in Education from George 
Mason University. 

Ms. Rovansek has been teaching in the 
Fairfax County Public Schools for the past fif-
teen years, and she calls teaching her ‘‘call-
ing.’’ She says, ‘‘I have the opportunity to di-
rectly impact children’s lives, hopefully in a 
very positive way. Even at my level, early 
childhood education, I feel a great obligation 
to prepare children for future challenges, aca-
demic and social. I want children to walk into 
my classroom and feel safe and happy.’’ 

Ms. Rovansek has traveled extensively as 
the wife of an Army officer. She calls living in 
Hawaii and Korea ‘‘great adventures.’’ She 
and her husband have a daughter, Kelly, and 
a son, Joey. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing Dell Rovansek and congratulating her on 
this distinguished achievement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KATHLEEN’S 
KITCHEN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Kathleen’s Kitchen, 
located in the heart of Cleveland’s Westside 
neighborhood, as they are closing their doors 
on April 1, following a twenty-four year run of 
great food, great service, laughter and lively 
conversation. 

The restaurant, located in Kamm’s Corners, 
is owned by sisters Kathleen Verrell, Cindi 
Condol and Micki Speck. The sisters took over 
the business when their mother, founder Kath-
leen Finnerty, passed away. Mrs. Finnerty 
opened Kathleen’s Kitchen in 1982, and her 
kind heart and generous nature was continued 
on through her daughters, whose collective 

goodwill consistently extended out into the 
neighborhood, as they offered hot meals or 
coffee to those in need. 

Kathleen’s Kitchen’s warm and inviting at-
mosphere evolved from a corner diner into a 
favorite gathering place for residents, families, 
business owners, and people in all lines of 
work, from plumbers to presidents. President 
Bill Clinton visited Kathleen’s Kitchen several 
times during his presidency. Though cus-
tomers came from differing backgrounds, ev-
eryone was connected by a common quest— 
a familiar place to relax, enjoy a great meal, 
connect with others and capture the view-
points of the day’s events. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and gratitude of the owners, staff and 
customers of Kathleen’s Kitchen, whose en-
ergy, warmth and friendship served as a daily 
reflection of real life in America. Although 
Kathleen’s Kitchen will be missed by countless 
people, including myself, our wonderful time 
spent there will remain in our memories for-
ever. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE L. BROWN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to my dear friend and an exemplary Amer-
ican, George Brown, who passed away Friday, 
March 31, 2006. George made history in his 
lifetime, as a civil rights trailblazer and a polit-
ical leader who made a career of serving his 
community and his country. 

Born in Lawrence, Kansas on July 1, 1926, 
George excelled educationally, and in World 
War II served his country as a member of the 
famous Tuskegee Airmen. Following the war, 
he went off to college at a time when only the 
GI Bill made it possible for African Americans 
to do so in the face of racial discrimination 
and economic hardships. He graduated from 
the University of Kansas in 1950. In the 
1960’s, as a reporter for the Denver Post, he 
was part of that cadre of journalists who 
chronicled the heroic struggles of African 
Americans and their supporters in the civil 
rights movement. The tumult of that era 
helped forge his deep social consciousness. 

George’s entire career was devoted to pub-
lic service. In the 1950’s, he was named to 
head the Denver Housing Authority. In 1955, 
he was appointed to the Colorado House of 
Representatives, and later became the first Af-
rican American elected to the Colorado State 
Senate. In 1974 he gained national attention 
when he was elected Lieutenant Governor of 
Colorado—the first African American so hon-
ored in U.S. history. As a major public figure, 
he became an influential spokesman for jus-
tice and equity in Colorado and beyond. 

Following retirement from government 
George worked as a consultant in the private 
sector in Washington while remaining involved 
with public causes, including the Boys Choir of 
Harlem. Just two weeks before his passing, 
George co-chaired the National Black Peoples 
Unity Convention in Gary, Indiana, addressing 
economic strategies to empower African 
Americans. 
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With all of his professional success, George 

was first and foremost a family man. I remem-
ber his joy with the addition of each new 
grandchild to his family. He is survived by his 
wife, Modeen; two sisters, Harriet Baskerville 
and Laura Gilyard; nine children, Gail Chan-
dler, Cindy Brown, Kim Brown, Laura Mitchell, 
Angela Ashley, Carolyn Smith, Sharolyn Wil-
liams, Nyra Crenshaw, and Ronald Crenshaw, 
as well as seven grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 

George was not only a great man, but a 
loyal friend who would always be there to lend 
a helping hand or to just listen. He was a 
source of inspiration to me and to everyone 
who knew him. May God bless him and his 
family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GREEK 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Greek Independence Day. I 
am proud to represent Greek-town in Chicago 
and the many Greek-Americans that live on 
the near west side. 

One hundred eighty-five years ago, on 
March 25, 1821, Greece declared its inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire. On that 
day, a great friendship was born between the 
two nations. Americans went to fight for 
Greece’s independence and Americans and 
Greeks have fought side by side since that 
time. Over the past 185 years many Greeks 
have immigrated to the United States and a 
great number live in my district today. 

Greece’s location at the southern end of the 
Balkan Peninsula on the Mediterranean has 
positioned Greece at the crossroads of Eu-
rope, Asia, and Africa ensuring that it shares 
not only the cultural richness of that diverse 
region, but also some of the great troubles 
that have plagued that area. 

Hopefully this Congress we can work to-
gether to ensure peace in the region, the sov-
ereignty of Greece, and a strong and lasting 
friendship between the United States and 
Greece. 

f 

IN HONOR OF EUGENIA STOLAR-
CZYK’S POLISH RADIO PROGRAM 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute and recognition of the 45th Anniversary 
of Eugenia Stolarczyk’s Polish Radio Program, 
broadcast every Sunday morning on Cleve-
land’s WCPN 90.3 FM and WERE 1300 AM, 
as she is honored by the Polish American Cul-
tural Center of Cleveland, established in 2001. 

The native language, music and news of 
Poland streams from the radio on Sunday 
mornings, here in Cleveland and around the 
country, connecting Americans of Polish herit-

age to their beloved homeland. The music and 
song of Poland, from classical to polka, serves 
as a living bridge that transcends time and 
distance, connecting the memories, history, 
spirit and culture of Poland. 

Eugenia Stolarczyk’s talent, passion and joy 
in promoting Polish music, culture and news 
brings the soul of Poland into the kitchens and 
living rooms of people living on Fleet Avenue 
in Cleveland and along avenues across the 
country. American citizens who emigrated 
here from Poland add significant depth, rich-
ness and brilliant color to the diverse fabric of 
nations that comprise the cultural fabric of 
Cleveland, reflecting the heart and soul of our 
Nation—a nation founded on, and unified by, 
the grit and struggle for freedom—a nation of 
immigrants. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Eugenia Stolarczyk, whose dedi-
cation, talent and energy has illuminated the 
radio waves from Cleveland to California every 
Sunday morning for the past 45 years, echo-
ing the spirited melodies and language of Po-
land. This vital radio broadcast serves as a 
guardian of ancestry, protecting and pre-
serving the song and spirit of Poland for every 
new generation to come to embrace—with just 
a turn of the dial. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TENTH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF 
RONALD H. BROWN, FORMER 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the legacy and memory of Ron-
ald H. Brown, the former Secretary of Com-
merce on this tenth anniversary of his untimely 
passing and to enter into the RECORD an arti-
cle written to Ron Brown’s legacy entitled 
‘‘The Constituency for Africa Remembers Ron 
Brown.’’ 

On April 3, 1996, Ron Brown and a 34-per-
son United States delegation had concluded a 
trade mission to the Balkans and were return-
ing to the United States when their airplane 
crashed into the side of a mountain in Croatia. 

Ronald Harmon Brown, the first African 
American to hold the office of U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce, was born in Washington, D.C. 
in 1941. He grew up in New York, and with 
the help of a scholarship attended Middlebury 
College in Vermont. He received his law de-
gree from St. John’s University, attending at 
night while working by day as a welfare case-
worker for the City of New York. He also 
served for four years in the Army in both Ger-
many and Korea. 

Brown, a strong, independent leader, was a 
lawyer, a skilled negotiator, a pragmatic bridge 
builder and a highly successful past chairmen 
of the Democratic National Committee. He 
brought this wide range of experiences to the 
position of Secretary of Commerce and vowed 
to reach out to our neighbors abroad to pro-
mote long-term economic growth that included 
rebuilding their industrial bases and working 
with small business owners and minority en-

trepreneurs to create and expand employment 
opportunities. 

Mr. Speaker, Ronald Brown was an excep-
tional individual with accomplishments too nu-
merous to list. He left an indelible impression 
not only in the United States but in many 
countries abroad. As evidenced by the article 
that I submit to the RECORD, I join the Con-
stituency for Africa (CFA), a U.S.-based coali-
tion with interest in Africa, in acknowledging 
the many contributions made in Africa by the 
late Secretary of Commerce. 

(March 31, 2006, Washington, DC) 
THE CONSTITUENCY FOR AFRICA REMEMBERS 

RON BROWN 
Apri1 3 marks the tenth anniversary of the 

plane crash in Croatia which ended the life of 
late Commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown 
and 34 others traveling with him on a trade 
mission to the Balkans. The Constituency 
for Africa (CFA), a Washington, D.C. based 
coalition of organizations, groups and indi-
viduals with interest in Africa, acknowledges 
the contributions made by the late Secretary 
in forging U.S. ties with Africa. 

‘‘Ron Brown opened the doors to recogni-
tion of the importance of the U.S.-Africa re-
lationship, highlighting the trade and invest-
ment opportunities, traveling to Africa and 
supporting organizations seeking to educate, 
advocate and build ties with Africa,’’ said 
Melvin P. Foote, the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Constituency for Africa. In celebration 
of Ron Brown’s legacy, CFA established a 
highly regarded Ronald H. Brown African Af-
fairs series during Congressional Black Cau-
cus Week which features speakers and semi-
nars on critical issues confronting Africa, in-
cluding issues of health, agriculture, energy 
and trade. 

‘‘The term, ‘Africa matters’ was used by 
the National Summit on Africa and many 
other events over recent years, but was first 
used in a major speech by Ron Brown. He 
truly put the spotlight on Africa’s potential 
for the Clinton Administration. He got 
American companies who would never have 
considered trading and investing, to take a 
closer look. He also elevated the African dip-
lomatic corps and Africa focused organiza-
tions by engaging them in dialogue and 
showing them the respect he believed they 
deserved,’’ reflected Leonard Robinson, 
President of the Africa Society of the Na-
tional Summit on Africa. 

Ron Brown was the first African-American 
chairman of the Democratic National Com-
mittee and the first to travel to sub-Saharan 
Africa. During that trip in 1990 he talked 
about political development, but also the im-
portance of trade and investment. Later, 
when he became Secretary of Commerce, he 
made good on his belief in the importance of 
economic development and commercial ties 
by leading numerous trade missions to Afri-
ca including one to South Africa a few days 
after sanctions were lifted by the U.S.; he 
opened a U.S. commercial center in South 
Africa, now named after him; opened and ex-
panded commercial offices in regional hubs 
throughout Africa; supported passage of the 
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act; rallied 
other U.S. Government Agencies around Af-
rica issues and invited senior officials from 
those agencies to travel with him to Africa 
and to develop solutions to problems in a co-
operative manner. He helped to create the 
Corporate Council on Africa and remained a 
loyal supporter during his tenure as Com-
merce Secretary. 

Michael Brown, Board Member of CFA, lob-
byist and candidate for Mayor of Wash-
ington, DC, reflected on his father’s travels 
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