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The celebrations are done with wholesome, 
happy activities in order to help this specific 
group feel more accepted by society and to 
foster better understanding of themselves and 
their families. 

Each year for the last three years CTCW’s 
Board of Directors has identified a survivor of 
childhood sexual abuse who achieved excel-
lence in their field of endeavor as an adult. 
The board has held a celebratory event that 
involved the community to recognize their suc-
cess—and to raise awareness about childhood 
abuse, as well as the potential for recovery. 

More people than ever are willing to talk 
about this ongoing tragedy, which is a signifi-
cant step in helping rid this problem from our 
society. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Celebrate the Child Within for their 
much-needed work, and to wish them many 
more years of success. 
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FREEDOM FOR ROBERTO DE 
JESÚS GUERRA PÉREZ 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Roberto 
de Jesús Guerra Pérez, a political prisoner in 
totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Guerra Pérez is an independent jour-
nalist and a chronicler of truth amid the lies 
and deceit of Castor’s villainous regime. He 
writes about the reality of the reprehensible re-
pression inflicted on the Cuban people by the 
dictatorship. Because of his belief in truth in 
print, truth for the people of Cuba, and truth to 
enable the world to better comprehend the 
daily horrors of totalitarian Cuba, Mr. Guerra 
Pérez was a target of the tyrannical regime. 
Make no mistake, brave men and women who 
seek truth and freedom are the enemies of 
Castro’s totalitarian dictatorship. 

According to Reporters Without Borders, Mr. 
Guerra Pérez was arrested for ‘‘disturbing the 
peace’’ on July 13, 2005, while staging a fast 
along with a dozen other opposition activists 
to protest against the incessant harassment of 
independent journalists. Over eight and half 
months later, he is still locked in the totali-
tarian gulag and still waiting for a trial. 

Castro’s ruthless machinery of repression 
does not stop after sentencing innocent Cu-
bans to the totalitarian gulag. In the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices—2005, it is reported: 

Prison conditions continued to be harsh 
and life threatening. Conditions in detention 
facilities also were harsh. Prison authorities 
frequently beat, neglected, isolated, and de-
nied medical treatment to detainees and 
prisoners, particularly those convicted of po-
litical crimes or those who persisted in ex-
pressing their views . . . Prisoners some-
times were held in ‘‘punishment cells,’’ 
which usually were located in the basement 
of a prison, with continuous semi-dark con-
ditions, no available water, and only a hole 
for a toilet. 

To protest these grotesque abuses, Mr. 
Guerra Pérez has conducted four hunger 

strikes to call international attention to the in-
human treatment in the gulag. In a cry of soli-
darity for Mr. Guerra Pérez, Reporters Without 
Borders said, ‘‘We are all the more concerned 
about this hunger strike as he had only called 
off the preceding one a few days before and 
he was still very weak. There are no serious 
grounds for holding him as all he did was de-
scribe what life is really like for Cubans. We 
demand his immediate release.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is intolerable for Mr. Guerra 
Pérez to languish in a gulag where he is 
abused and tortured. It is morally abhorrent 
that, in the 21st Century, brave men and 
women like Mr. Guerra Pérez are still locked 
in repugnant gulags for reporting the truth. My 
Colleagues, we must demand the immediate 
and unconditional release of Roberto de Jesús 
Guerra Pérez and every prisoner of con-
science languishing in the totalitarian gulags of 
the nightmare called the Castro regime. 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MAJOR 
WILLIE BEASLEY 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, con-
gratulations to Sergeant Major Willie Beasley 
on his retirement from Collinwood High School 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Sergeant Major Beasley 
has served as Assistant Instructor and Military 
Property Custodian at Collinwood High School 
for the past 12 years. 

Sergeant Major Beasley is a valued member 
of the faculty at Collinwood High School and 
has earned the reputation of being an out-
standing teacher and mentor to young adults. 
He is highly regarded in the community for his 
dedication to the cadets in the Army JROTC 
program at Collinwood. Through the Army 
JROTC, over 1200 students have been di-
rected under his tutelage. 

Sergeant Major Beasley also served in the 
4th Infantry Division in Vietnam where he 
demonstrated leadership in combat as a pla-
toon sergeant and acting platoon leader. 
There he distinguished himself earning a 
Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, and the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 

Sergeant Major Beasley’s selfless service, 
superior achievement and loyal dedication to 
the youth of the City of Cleveland are immeas-
urable. On behalf of the nation and the con-
stituents of the 11th Congressional District of 
Ohio, I thank you for your service and tremen-
dous sacrifices you have made for our coun-
try. Congratulations on your retirement and on 
a job well done. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF PHIL LARSON, 
2006 FRESNO COUNTY FARM BU-
REAU DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleagues, Representatives CARDOZA, 

NUNES and RADANOVICH, to honor Phil Larson 
of Kerman, California, the recipient of the 
2006 Fresno County Farm Bureau ‘‘Distin-
guished Service’’ Award. 

Phil has been a lifelong farmer and Fresno 
County resident. He began his career as an 
agricultural chemical sales representative and 
worked for over 37 years for the Wilbur Ellis 
Company. While fulfilling this job, he also 
farmed for his family’s vineyard in Kerman; 
where today, he still farms raisins. The exper-
tise he gained over the years in agriculture 
earned Phil much respect from members in 
the agriculture community, particularly the 
Fresno County Farm Bureau. 

Phil has had an extensive and outstanding 
career in the Fresno County Farm Bureau. 
Following his long membership, he became in-
volved on the board of directors where he 
served as the first agricultural chemical chair-
man in the late 1980s. In 1996, he became 
the president of the bureau and served for 
over two years. Phil believes, and once stated, 
the ‘‘Farm Bureau represents the morality of 
agriculture.’’ 

During his term as president of the Fresno 
County Farm Bureau, Phil was a strong advo-
cate for agriculture and farming industries. He 
spearheaded the advancement and introduc-
tion of several water supply, pesticide use and 
farm related pieces of legislation. Phil was 
also on the forefront of several priority-setting 
documents such as ‘‘A Landscape of 
Choice’’—the land use policy document of 
April 1998. He was extremely dedicated in ad-
dressing agricultural issues and was deemed 
a ‘‘24-hour President’’ for his unrelenting com-
mitment to serve the bureau. 

Amazingly enough, the 24-hour President 
also found time to lend a helping hand in his 
community. Phil Larson’s involvement in his 
community has been far-reaching, ranging 
from serving as the Kerman High football an-
nouncer to the California Farm Bureau Fed-
eration State Director for District 7 in 2000– 
2001. He has served on the State board of 
California Agriculture Production Consultants 
Association and has been involved with sev-
eral other boards and organizations including 
the Western Crop Protection Chemicals Asso-
ciation, Fresno County/City Chamber of Com-
merce, Kerman Unified School District Board, 
Kerman Covenant Church Board and Kerman 
High Boosters. At present, he serves as the 
District One supervisor and chair of the Fres-
no County Board of Supervisors. 

As the supervisor for District One and board 
chair, Phil Larson represents the Fresno 
County Board of Supervisors on several 
boards and commissions such as the Central 
Valley Project Authority, Mid-Valley Water Au-
thority, San Joaquin River Conservancy, San 
Joaquin Valley Supervisors Endangered Spe-
cies Committee, Transportation Authority and 
the Governing Board of the Fresno Madera 
Area Agency on Aging. Undoubtedly, Phil con-
tinues to serve his community and has re-
ceived numerous awards and recognitions for 
his exceptional service. 

Phil Larson’s commitment to advance the 
agricultural industry in the Valley and his wide- 
ranging contributions to the community, and 
his church are accomplishments worthy of rec-
ognition. It is my pleasure to honor such a 
great man and I want to extend, on behalf of 
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