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(i) the English language; and 
(ii) American history and government, in-

cluding the heroes of American history, the 
meaning of the Oath of Allegiance, and an 
attachment to the principles of the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and 

(C) information about the number of legal 
residents who were able to achieve the 
knowledge described under paragraph (2) as a 
result of the grants provided under this sec-
tion. 

(h) OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF RENUNCIATION 
AND ALLEGIANCE.— 

(1) REVISION OF OATH.—Section 337 (8 U.S.C. 
1448) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘under 
section 310(b) an oath’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘personal moral code.’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘under section 310(b), the oath (or affir-
mation) of allegiance prescribed in sub-
section (e).’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e)(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), 

the oath (or affirmation) of allegiance pre-
scribed in this subsection is as follows: ‘I 
take this oath solemnly, freely, and without 
any mental reservation. I absolutely and en-
tirely renounce all allegiance to any foreign 
state or power of which I have been a subject 
or citizen. My fidelity and allegiance from 
this day forward are to the United States of 
America. I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and will support and defend them 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic. I 
will bear arms, or perform noncombatant 
military or civilian service, on behalf of the 
United States when required by law. This I 
do solemnly swear, so help me God.’. 

‘‘(2) If a person, by reason of religious 
training and belief (or individual interpreta-
tion thereof) or for other reasons of good 
conscience, cannot take the oath prescribed 
in paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) with the term ‘oath’ included, the 
term ‘affirmation’ shall be substituted for 
the term ‘oath’; and 

‘‘(B) with the phrase ‘so help me God’ in-
cluded, the phrase ‘so help me God’ shall be 
omitted. 

‘‘(3) If a person shows by clear and con-
vincing evidence to the satisfaction of the 
Attorney General that such person, by rea-
son of religious training and belief, cannot 
take the oath prescribed in paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) because such person is opposed to the 
bearing of arms in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, the words ‘bear arms, or’ 
shall be omitted; and 

‘‘(B) because such person is opposed to any 
type of service in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, the words ‘bear arms, or’ and 
‘noncombatant military or’ shall be omitted. 

‘‘(4) As used in this subsection, the term 
‘religious training and belief’— 

‘‘(A) means a belief of an individual in re-
lation to a Supreme Being involving duties 
superior to those arising from any human re-
lation; and 

‘‘(B) does not include essentially political, 
sociological, or philosophical views or a 
merely personal moral code. 

‘‘(5) Any reference in this title to ‘oath’ or 
‘oath of allegiance’ under this section shall 
be deemed to refer to the oath (or affirma-
tion) of allegiance prescribed under this sub-
section.’’. 

(2) HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT TEST.—The 
Secretary shall incorporate a knowledge and 
understanding of the meaning of the Oath of 
Allegiance into the history and government 
test given to applicants for citizenship. 

(3) NOTICE TO FOREIGN EMBASSIES.—Upon 
the naturalization of a new citizen, the Sec-

retary, in cooperation with the Secretary of 
State, shall notify the embassy of the coun-
try of which the new citizen was a citizen or 
subject that such citizen has— 

(A) renounced allegiance to that foreign 
country; and 

(B) sworn allegiance to the United States. 
(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
the date that is 6 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(i) ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW CITIZENS AWARD 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
new citizens award program to recognize 
citizens who— 

(A) have made an outstanding contribution 
to the United States; and 

(B) were naturalized during the 10-year pe-
riod ending on the date of such recognition. 

(2) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-

ized to present a medal, in recognition of 
outstanding contributions to the United 
States, to citizens described in paragraph (1). 

(B) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF AWARDS.—Not 
more than 10 citizens may receive a medal 
under this subsection in any calendar year. 

(3) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall strike a medal with suit-
able emblems, devices, and inscriptions, to 
be determined by the President. 

(4) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this subsection are national 
medals for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, 
United States Code. 

(j) NATURALIZATION CEREMONIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the Director of the National 
Park Service, the Archivist of the United 
States, and other appropriate Federal offi-
cials, shall develop and implement a strat-
egy to enhance the public awareness of natu-
ralization ceremonies. 

(2) VENUES.—In developing the strategy 
under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
consider the use of outstanding and historic 
locations as venues for select naturalization 
ceremonies. 

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall submit an annual report to Con-
gress that includes— 

(A) the content of the strategy developed 
under this subsection; and 

(B) the progress made towards the imple-
mentation of such strategy. 

SA 3425. Mr. FRIST proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3424 pro-
posed by Mr. FRIST to the bill S. 2454, 
to amend the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act to provide for comprehensive 
reform and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the instructions, add the fol-
lowing amendment: 

This section shall become effective one (1) 
day after the date of enactment. 

SA 3426. Mr. FRIST proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 3425 pro-
posed by Mr. FRIST to the amendment 
SA 3424, proposed by Mr. FRIST to the 
bill S. 2454, to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for 
comprehensive reform and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘one (1) day’’ and insert ‘‘two 
days’’. 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to hold a hearing 
on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. 
to consider the following nominations 
pending before the Committee: Richard 
Capka to be Administrator, Federal 
Highway Administration; James 
Gulliford to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator, EPA; and William Wehrum to 
be an Assistant Administrator, EPA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2006, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to consider the 
nomination of Mr. W. Ralph Basham, of 
Virginia, to be Commissioner of Cus-
toms, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 
9:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on U.S.- 
India Atomic Energy Cooperation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 10 
a.m. for a hearing titled, ‘‘The Future 
of Port Security: The GreenLane Mari-
time Cargo Security Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 
9:30 a.m. in Room 485 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building to conduct an 
oversight hearing on The Problem of 
Methamphetamine in Indian Country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 5, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON BIOTERRORISM AND PUBLIC 

HEALTH PREPAREDNESS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Bioterrorism and Public 
Health Preparedness, be authorized to 
hold a hearing during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 5, 2006 at 
10 a.m. in SD–430. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on April 
5, 2006, at 9:30 a.m., to receive testi-
mony on the Department of Defense’s 
role in combating terrorism, in review 
of the defense authorization request for 
fiscal year 2007 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on European Affairs be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, 
at 2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on 
Islamist Extremism in Europe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-

AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Federal Financial Man-
agement, Government Information, 
and International Security be author-
ized to meet on Wednesday, April 5, 
2006, at 2:30 p.m. for a hearing regard-
ing ‘‘Federal Funding of Museums.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND IMPACTS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Global Climate Change 
and Impacts be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., 
on The Current and Future Role of 
Science in the Asia Pacific Partner-
ship. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND FORESTS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
April 5 at 2:30 p.m. The purpose of the 
hearings is to review the 2005 Wildfire 
Season and the Federal Management 
Agencies’ preparations for the 2006 
Wildfire Season. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 5, 2006 at 3 p.m., in open session 
to receive testimony on improving con-
tractor incentives in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for Fiscal 
Year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND WOMEN’S BASKET-
BALL TEAM 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator SARBANES and myself, I 
call up a resolution which is at the 
desk and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 425) to commend the 
University of Maryland women’s basketball 
team for winning the 2006 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division I Na-
tional Basketball Championship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I offer 
this resolution on behalf of Senator 
SARBANES and myself. 

Yes, the women’s basketball team of 
the University of Maryland did win the 
women’s basketball championship. I 
am here today to offer this resolution 
and to state I am so proud of the young 
women of this championship basketball 
team. 

Led by Coach B, Brenda Frese, the 
Terps finished the season with a record 
of 34 wins and 4 losses, a fine record for 
any basketball team. It was especially 
sweet because those Terps defied all ex-
pert predictions. 

Last night was a game for the history 
books. It went into overtime and, at 
the same time, was in overdrive. 

I have to say a word about our wor-
thy opponent, the Blue Devils. They 
were champions, too. What we saw on 
the court was fierce play, brilliant 
strategy, and the American value of 
sportsmanship. 

But there is only one winner of each 
game, and although Duke played very 
well, our Maryland Lady Terps were, 
indeed, a story champion. The Univer-
sity of Maryland has a fine basketball 
tradition. The national championship 
team exemplifies all that is good about 
it. They are student athletes. They 
study 2 hours a day to make sure they 
are going to graduate and have fulfilled 
the American dream while they are out 
there playing the hoop dream. 

Last night proved to the country 
their maturity, their grace under pres-

sure, their skill, and their indomitable 
spirit. 

The most outstanding player of the 
tournament, Laura Harper, held the 
Terps together, scoring in that first 
half when Duke was playing great de-
fense. But in the second half, after 
Coach B’s terrific motivational speech, 
they were out there and the colors 
shone through. Behind by 13 points 
with only 15 minutes left, they would 
not give up to pressure. Coach B called 
her team to the bench for a breather, 
and they returned to the court as if 
there were no deficit to overcome. The 
energy and the poise of the tri-cap-
tains—Shay Doron, scooting down that 
court, dashing through the defense of 
the Blue Devils, zinging in for her 
points and, at the same time, making 
most of her free throws; Crystal 
Langhorne, though boxed in, did a dra-
matic steal and surged ahead; and 
there was Charmaine Carr, backing up 
the team. 

This pushed the team over the hump. 
As the clock wound down, the Terps 
had closed the gap and finally we were 
into overtime. Then a freshman guard, 
Kristi Toliver, came down the floor. 
They had her boxed in, yet from a dra-
matic distance she made a magical 
three-pointer with only 6 seconds left. 
And as the Terps fans know, it was fear 
the turtle. It showed that overtime is 
our time. 

Freshman Marissa Coleman played 
superb basketball. We all know the 
outcome. 

When the final buzzer sounded, the 
University of Maryland Terrapins were 
crowned the national champion. 

I congratulate the players and the 
coach for the excitement of such a 
wonderful game and a wonderful sea-
son, and I congratulate them on their 
sportsmanship. 

ELIZABETH DOLE and I had a bet on 
the outcome. By the way, you should 
know that in order to be in the final 
four you have to have a woman Sen-
ator here. There was LSU, Senator 
LANDRIEU; Senator DOLE had to have 
two teams, and there she was; and, of 
course, Senator BARB MIKULSKI with 
her Terrapins. Senator DOLE and I had 
a friendly bet, my crab cakes against 
her barbecue. We shared some barbecue 
together and some of their sweet tea, 
which is as nice as our friendship. 

That is what sportsmanship is. Hats 
off to the Terps, and hats off to title IX 
that made it all possible. 

I will not yield that championship 
next year. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, it is 
with a profound sense of Maryland 
pride and pleasure that I rise in joining 
my Maryland colleague, Senator BAR-
BARA MIKULSKI, in introducing a reso-
lution congratulating the University of 
Maryland Terrapins for winning the 
2006 NCAA Women’s National Basket-
ball Championship. Joining us in this 
effort is the Maryland House delega-
tion, spearheaded by University of 
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