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I have always said that the federal 

government has two main functions: 
national defense and to provide infra-
structure. Since one of the earliest jus-
tifications for the interstate system 
was to provide for national defense, the 
highway program is actually a perfect 
merger of the 2 most important func-
tions of government. 

For the last 50 years the gas tax has 
been deposited into the trust fund and 
used to construct and maintain our 
roads. In the past, the gas tax has been 
a reasonably good proxy for road use; 
and the trust fund has in recent history 
had sufficient receipts to fund the 
highway program. This is changing 
with the increase in fuel efficiency, 
highlighted by fuel-cell vehicles com-
ing just over the horizon, and improved 
technology allows for improvements in 
how to collect the user fee. It is impor-
tant to look forward to how we fund 
the highway program in the future be-
cause when the next highway bill is 
drafted, there will be no cushion of a 
cash balance left in the trust fund. 

The current challenges facing the 
highway trust fund—and hence the 
highway program—will be very dif-
ficult to resolve and not unlike the 
challenges faced by the authors of the 
1956 act. It will be up to policymakers 
to be as visionary as they were 50 years 
ago. A new vision is needed in what the 
highway program will stand for in the 
next 50 years and how to pay for it. 

The resolution (S. Res. 427) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 427 

Whereas, on June 29, 1956, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed into law— 

(1) the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 
(Public Law 84–627; 70 Stat. 374) to establish 
the 41,000-mile National System of Interstate 
and Defense Highways, later designated as 
the ‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower National System 
of Interstate and Defense Highways’’; and 

(2) the Highway Revenue Act of 1956 (Pub-
lic Law 84–627; 70 Stat. 387) to create the 
Highway Trust Fund; 

Whereas, in 1990, the National System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways was re-
named the Dwight D. Eisenhower System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways to recog-
nize the role of President Eisenhower in the 
creation of the Interstate Highway System; 

Whereas that web of superhighways, now 
spanning a total of 46,876 miles throughout 
the United States, has had a powerful and 
positive impact on the lives of United States 
citizens; 

Whereas the Interstate System has proven 
to be a vital tool for transporting people and 
goods from 1 region to another speedily and 
safely; 

Whereas the use of the Interstate System 
has helped the Nation facilitate domestic 
and global trade, and has allowed the Nation 
to create unprecedented economic expansion 
and opportunities for millions of United 
States citizens; 

Whereas the Interstate System has enabled 
diverse communities throughout the United 
States to come closer together, and has al-
lowed United States citizens to remain con-

nected to each other as well as to the larger 
world; 

Whereas the Interstate System has made it 
easier and more enjoyable for United States 
citizens to travel to long-distance destina-
tions and spend time with family members 
and friends who live far away; 

Whereas the Interstate System is a pivotal 
link in the national chain of defense and 
emergency preparedness efforts; 

Whereas the Interstate System remains 1 
of the paramount assets of the United 
States, as well as a symbol of human inge-
nuity and freedom; 

Whereas the anniversary of the Interstate 
System provides United States citizens with 
an occasion to honor 1 of the largest public 
works achievements of all time, and reflect 
on how the Nation can maintain the effec-
tiveness of the System in the years ahead: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that the Senate 
(1) proclaims 2006 as the Golden Anniver-

sary Year of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Na-
tional System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways; 

(2) recognizes and celebrates the achieve-
ments of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, State departments of transportation, 
and the highway construction industry of 
the United States, including contractors, de-
signers, engineers, labor, materials pro-
ducers, and equipment companies, for their 
contributions to the quality of life of the 
citizens of the United States; and 

(3) encourages citizens, communities, gov-
ernmental agencies, and other organizations 
to promote and participate in celebratory 
and educational activities that mark this 
uniquely important and historic milestone. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF WISCONSIN MEN’S 
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 

The resolution (S. Res. 428) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 428 

Whereas, on November 21, 2005, after fin-
ishing second for 3 consecutive years, the 
University of Wisconsin men’s cross country 
team (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Badgers cross country team’’) won the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Cross Country Championship in Terre 
Haute, Indiana, by placing first ahead of— 

(1) the University of Arkansas; and 
(2) Notre Dame University; 
Whereas the Badgers cross country team 

secured its victory through the strong per-
formances of its members, including— 

(1) Simon Bairu, who won his second con-
secutive individual national championship 
with a time of 29:15.9; 

(2) Chris Solinksy, who finished third in 
the championship race with a time of 29:27.8; 

(3) Matt Withrow, who finished ninth in 
the race with a time of 29:50.7; 

(4) Antony Ford, who finished 14th with a 
time of 29:55.2; 

(5) Stuart Eagon, who finished 17th with a 
time of 30:05.3; 

(6) Tim Nelson, who finished 18th with a 
time of 30:06.4; and 

(7) Christian Wagner, who finished 58th 
with a time of 30:35.7; 

Whereas the success of the season depended 
on the hard work, dedication, and perform-
ance of every player on the Badgers cross 
country team, including— 

(1) Simon Bairu; 
(2) Brandon Bethke; 
(3) Bryan Culver; 
(4) Stuart Eagon; 
(5) Antony Ford; 
(6) Ryan Gasper; 
(7) Ben Gregory; 
(8) Bobby Lockhart; 
(9) Tim Nelson; 
(10) Teddy O’Reilly; 
(11) Tim Pierie; 
(12) Joe Pierre; 
(13) Ben Porter; 
(14) Codie See; 
(15) Chris Solinsky; 
(16) Christian Wagner; and 
(17) Matt Withrop; 
Whereas, on October, 30, 2005, the Badgers 

cross country team won its seventh straight 
Big Ten championship with a record-setting 
score and margin of victory by sweeping the 
top four positions and eight of the top ten 
positions; 

Whereas numerous members of the Badgers 
cross country team were recognized for their 
performance in the Big Ten Conference, in-
cluding— 

(1) Simon Bairu, who was named the Big 
Ten Men’s Cross Country Athlete of the Year 
and won the Big Ten Conference individual 
title; 

(2) Matt Withrop, who was named the Big 
Ten Men’s Cross Country Freshman of the 
Year after finishing third in the conference 
meet; and 

(3) Head Coach Jerry Schumacher, who was 
named the Big Ten Men’s Cross Country 
Coach of the Year for the fifth consecutive 
year; and 

Whereas Simon Bairu, Chris Solinsky, 
Matt Withrow, Antony Ford, Stuart Eagon, 
and Tim Nelson earned All-American honors: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Wis-

consin men’s cross country team, Head 
Coach Jerry Schumacher and his coaching 
staff, Athletic Director Barry Alvarez, and 
Chancellor John D. Wiley for an outstanding 
championship season; and 

(2) respectfully requests the Clerk of the 
Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of this 
resolution to the Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF WISCONSIN WOMEN’S 
HOCKEY TEAM 

The resolution (S. Res. 429) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 429 

Whereas on March 26, 2006, the University 
of Wisconsin Badgers won the women’s Fro-
zen Four in Minneapolis, Minnesota, with a 
victory over the 2-time defending champion 
University of Minnesota Golden Gophers by 3 
to 0 in the championship game after having 
defeated St. Lawrence University by 1 to 0 in 
the semifinals; 

Whereas Jinelle Zaugg of Eagle River, Wis-
consin, scored 2 goals, Grace Hutchison of 
Winnetka, Illinois, scored a goal, and Jessie 
Vetter of Cottage Grove, Wisconsin, had 31 
saves in the championship game, and re-
corded the first shut-out in the history of the 
women’s Frozen Four championship games; 

Whereas every player on the University of 
Wisconsin women’s hockey team (Sara 
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