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BOB NEWHART 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, recently 
The New York Times ran another pro-
file of Bob Newhart. I say ‘‘another’’ 
because it is one of so many glowing 
articles written about him over the 
years. 

Marcelle and I are fortunate to know 
Bob and his wife Virginia, known by 
everyone as Ginnie. Bob is a wonderful 
family person who enjoys being with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren, 
but still has time to bring joy to every-
one who comes in contact with him. As 
many times as I have heard some of his 
comedy routines, I still find myself 
convulsed in laughter, though nothing 
can equal the quiet times Marcelle and 
I have been able to spend with the 
Newharts. 

Bob is extraordinarily well read and 
well informed and brings a wry and in-
sightful view to whatever is happening. 
I can think of no one who is his equal, 
and I ask unanimous consent that this 
article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From The New York Times, Mar. 25, 2006] 
THE BUTTON-DOWN COMIC, STILL STANDING UP 

AT 76 
(By Ben Sisario) 

LOS ANGELES, MARCH 24: Hidden behind a 
wide black gate, with a fountain in front and 
a big pool in back that the grandchildren 
love to dive into, and with the bookcases in-
side cluttered with the likes of David 
McCulloch and Joseph J. Ellis, Bob 
Newhart’s house in Bel Air would seem a per-
fectly comfortable spot for a man of 76 to co-
coon and write his memoirs. 

But a comedian craves the sound of laugh-
ter, and Mr. Newhart, though happily deep 
into his golf-playing years, cannot stay away 
from the stand-up circuit. He does about 30 
dates a year, mostly on short weekend trips. 
(He will perform tonight at the Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts.) 

‘‘I can’t imagine not doing it,’’ he said, sit-
ting on an overstuffed sofa in his living 
room, in crisp gray slacks and a fuzzy blue 
sweater, with his narrow reading glasses 
resting at a steep angle almost at the tip of 
his nose. ‘‘It’s something I’ve done for 46 
years, and at 5 o’clock I’ll start pacing up 
and down to get the adrenaline going. It’s 
like Russian roulette—you’re out there and 
it’s working and you’re saying, ‘Thank God 
the bullet’s not in the chamber.’ ’’ 

Mr. Newhart built his career on a persona 
that would avoid tension and thrills at all 
cost. He emerged in the early 1960’s as a 
former accountant and copywriter who acted 
out the mundane and ridiculous details of 
great moments in history through brilliantly 
minimalistic one-sided telephone calls, like 
a gigglingly skeptical Englishman talking to 
Sir Walter Raleigh about his discovery of to-
bacco. (‘‘You take a pinch of tobacco and you 
stuff it up your nose and it makes you 
sneeze? Yeah, I imagine it would, Walt!’’) 
And on two long-running sitcoms, he played 
versions of the same character, a slightly 
grouchy pragmatist always just a breath 
away from losing his cool over the neurotic 
foibles of his supporting cast. 

‘‘The Bob Newhart Show’’ ran from 1972 to 
1978 and is now finding a second life on DVD; 
its third season is being reissued April 11. 

And since his second sitcom, ‘‘Newhart,’’ 
ended in 1990 after eight seasons, Mr. 
Newhart has lent his almost-unflappable 
deadpan to a handful of films and television 
shows, most recently ‘‘ER’’ and ‘‘Desperate 
Housewives.’’ But his favorite activity re-
mains simply standing in front of a crowd 
with a microphone. 

‘‘I’m proudest of being a stand-up,’’ he ex-
plained, ‘‘because it’s harder. The degree of 
difficulty is 3.85 instead of 3.5.’’ 

It was also his baptism. Sitting in his spa-
cious living room, dressed like the frumpy 
innkeeper of ‘‘Newhart’’ and speaking with a 
strategic stammer that sets up every punch 
line, he is comfortingly recognizable as one 
of his television characters. His naturalistic 
technique of relying on his own personality 
to fill out his characters, he said, is a skill 
he picked up early in his stand-up career. 

‘‘You start out doing somebody else,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I’d watch the Sullivan show and I’d 
watch the Paar show, and a comedian would 
be on, and I’d be laughing but at the same 
time analyzing him. When I started, I was 
doing all the good comedians I’d ever seen. 
Then I developed my own voice. My routines 
are my natural way of looking at the world.’’ 

Mr. Newhart discusses his performance 
like a serious method actor. He said: ‘‘With 
the stand-up comic on TV, whether it’s 
Seinfeld or Cosby or Roseanne, more impor-
tant than their knowledge of how to tell a 
joke is their knowledge of themselves, or the 
persona they’ve created as themselves. So 
that when you’re in a room with writers you 
can say, ‘Guys, that’s a funny line but I 
wouldn’t say it.’ ’’ 

As a stand-up, he draws from a lifetime of 
routines, and for his oldest fans he always 
includes a few numbers from his first al-
bums, like the conversation between Abra-
ham Lincoln and his public relations man, 
who urges him not to shave his beard be-
cause it plays so well in focus groups. Read-
ing recently about the Zacarias Moussaoui 
trial, his ‘‘button-down mind’’ found an 
angle on the 9/11 pilots, and he has been toy-
ing with it as a possible stand-up bit. 

‘‘They didn’t want to learn to take off and 
land,’’ he said. ‘‘They just wanted to fly. 
Some have criticized the F.B.I. because that 
should have been a red flag. But I saw it as 
a case of—’’ he studied his coffee table it as 
if it were a weekly planner—‘‘ ‘O.K., well, I 
don’t have to come in Monday; I can come in 
late Tuesday; Wednesday and Thursday, 
O.K., that’s flying; and then I don’t have to 
come in Friday.’ ’’ 

His understated style has been widely in-
fluential, often in surprising ways. One of his 
biggest fans is Bernie Mac, who says he is 
but one of a generation of black comedians 
who were inspired by Mr. Newhart. 

‘‘A lot of people define courage as being 
out front and in your face,’’ Mr. Mac said, 
‘‘but Bob didn’t come out of his picture 
frame for anybody. That bland style, that 
plaid jacket, with the hair combed to one 
side over the bald spot—that was Bob. And 
there’s nothing wrong with that. Because it 
takes courage to be yourself, and he showed 
everybody that.’’ 

Working on his memoir, to be published in 
the fall by Hyperion, Mr. Newhart was re-
minded of the time he was on David 
Susskind’s talk show with a panel of come-
dians, including Buddy Hackett and Alan 
King, and Mr. Susskind asked him about his 
background. 

‘‘ ‘You went to college?’ he asked,’’ Mr. 
Newhart said. ‘‘And I said, ‘Yes, I went to 
Loyola University and I got a degree in ac-
counting.’ And Buddy said—’’ here Mr. 

Newhart did a remarkable imitation of Mr. 
Hackett’s voice—‘‘ ‘You mean you didn’t 
have to do this?’ ’’ 

‘‘And now I can say, ‘No, Buddy, I had to 
do this.’ 

f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

HONORING BRAVO COMPANY OF 
WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today it is my great honor to commend 
the soldiers of Bravo Company of the 
463rd Engineering Battalion, Army Re-
serve Unit of Weirton, WV, as they re-
turn home. Selflessly leaving their 
families and communities behind dur-
ing an 11-month deployment in Iraq, 
the 463rd served as a model of courage 
throughout their tour of duty. 

In October 2004, more than 140 men 
and women of Bravo Company an-
swered the call to service—leaving for 
training at Fort Bragg and in Kuwait. 
In doing so, they joined generations of 
West Virginians who have served our 
Nation in times of war, unselfishly put-
ting themselves in harm’s way to de-
fend our country and protect the free-
dom of all Americans. I am not sur-
prised by their actions—West Vir-
ginians, and our neighbors throughout 
the Ohio Valley, have always been 
among the first to respond to their 
country’s call to service—but I am nev-
ertheless grateful for their service and 
commitment. Thanks to the 463rd and 
so many other West Virginia men and 
women who have fought in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, I am proud to say that West 
Virginia’s long tradition of patriotism 
is very much alive and well. 

On Christmas Eve 2004, Bravo Com-
pany entered Iraq to begin its mission 
of rebuilding the war-torn country. 
Bravo Company provided engineering 
support for our troops, upgraded an 
Iraqi Air Force base, repaired a dam-
aged bridge on the Tigris River needed 
for troop movements, and provided in-
frastructure for refueling the airplanes 
that provided such critical support in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Through 
their determined efforts, these individ-
uals secured the safety of their fellow 
American men and women in uniform, 
simultaneously serving as the embodi-
ment of American commitment to the 
people of Iraq. For that, they deserve 
our sincere gratitude and deepest re-
spect. 

Tragically, Bravo Company’s mission 
was not completed without loss. On 
August 21, 2004, the life of Sgt. Joseph 
Nurre, a 22-year-old native of Wilton, 
CA was claimed by a roadside bomb 
near Samarra, Iraq. His fellow soldiers 
described him as an intensely dedi-
cated soldier and a warm, engaging 
friend. As Bravo Company returns 
home, Sergeant Nurre and his family 
remain in our thoughts and prayers. 

To all the men and women of Bravo 
Company, 463rd Engineering Battalion, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 14:16 Mar 14, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00164 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BOOK4\DAT FILES\BR06AP06.DAT BR06AP06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 5547 April 6, 2006 
I thank you for your service, patriot-
ism, and commitment to our country 
and its defense. Your bravery and self-
less sacrifice have earned you the ad-
miration and respect of West Vir-
ginians and our Nation. God bless you 
all, and welcome home.∑ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

25 YEARS DEFENDING DIGNITY 
AND WORTH 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, 25 years 
ago, a community in my State found 
itself with some new unwelcome neigh-
bors. North Idaho made dismaying na-
tional headlines as ‘‘Hate’s New 
Home.’’ These headlines were a terrible 
distortion of the truth; the neo-Nazi 
organization that moved its head-
quarters to Hayden represented only a 
tiny fraction of the people who called 
Idaho home. Still, the damage was 
done, and people were left with the 
dreadful and mistaken impression that 
Idahoans were intolerant, prejudiced 
and hateful. And to make matters 
worse, like a malignant growth, some 
who did embrace doctrines of intoler-
ance and bigotry were drawn to the 
area. 

It is at crisis points that we define 
ourselves as either cowards or people of 
honor. The citizens of Kootenai County 
had a choice to make, and they chose 
to be people of honor. The Kootenai 
County Task Force on Human Rela-
tions was founded, giving that region a 
chance to speak out against human 
rights violations and prejudice. When 
the Aryan Nation decided to march 
down Main Street in Coeur d’Alene, 
rather than return hatred for hatred, 
businesses simply closed, giving the 
marchers no audience for their message 
of intolerance. Last year, the residents 
of Hayden exercised perhaps the most 
powerful right granted us as American 
citizens—our vote—sending a clear 
message that a leadership of hatred 
was absolutely unacceptable. And what 
didn’t make the national press in re-
cent years is the fact that according to 
the Southern Poverty Law Center, as 
of 2000, Idaho had 70 human rights 
groups, or one for every 18,500 people. 
To put this in perspective, at that 
time, California had one for every 
358,000 people and New York had one 
for every 167,000 people. Now that is 
worthy of headlines, as far as I am con-
cerned. 

In cooperation with the task force 
and with a vision of established, ongo-
ing education and leadership in human 
rights, the generous support of the 
Greg C. Carr Foundation, and dedicated 
leadership of Human Rights Education 
Institute board of directors, the Human 
Rights Education Institute was estab-
lished, opening its doors in December 
2005. 

North Idaho was unexpectedly pre-
sented with a choice 25 years ago. Its 

citizens have not only responded with 
honor and justice, they, in the words of 
a former task force leader, ‘‘made lem-
onade out of lemons.’’ I commend my 
fellow Idahoans on their vision for dig-
nity and worth for all people. I applaud 
their staunch commitment to uphold 
our Declaration of Independence, Con-
stitution, and our Bill of Rights which 
ensure equality for all under the law.∑ 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF MADISON 
ON ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize and honor the city 
of Madison as it celebrates its 150th 
year. As a Wisconsinite, I take great 
pride in our State’s Capital, which is 
well known for a unique mix of culture, 
education and natural beauty, as well 
as a vibrant civic and political life. 

In the first part of the 19th century, 
James Duane Doty, who would later 
serve as Wisconsin’s territorial gov-
ernor, became enamored with a piece of 
land in south central Wisconsin that 
was nestled on an isthmus between two 
lakes. Doty purchased the land and 
named it after the fourth President, 
James Madison. It was this land that 
would become home to Wisconsin’s 
capitol, its university, and one of the 
State’s thriving cultural centers. 

Doty had the territorial capital 
moved from Belmont to Madison in 
1837. By the time the Village of Madi-
son was incorporated as a city in 1856 
there were nearly 7,000 residents. 

Madison boasts a strong tradition of 
diversity. Yankees from the Eastern 
States came first, followed soon by 
German, Irish and Norwegian immi-
grants. After the turn of the century, 
Madison also became home to a grow-
ing number Italian, Greek, African- 
American, and Jewish residents. 

The State constitution called for a 
university to be situated near the seat 
of government. In many ways, this pro-
vision could be credited with paving 
the way for ‘‘the Wisconsin Idea’’ that 
has made Wisconsin such a center for 
innovative public policy. Putting the 
capital and the university together has 
encouraged educators and researchers 
to play a central role in addressing so-
cial problems, and it has revolutionized 
the way that Wisconsin, and the na-
tion, approach public policy issues. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison 
is also a cornerstone of Madison’s rich 
cultural life, offering a tremendous 
array of concerts, plays, lectures and 
other activities. And UW’s students 
bring an energy to life in the city that 
is one of Madison’s hallmarks. 

The State capitol is another defining 
Madison landmark, both the building 
itself, and how it has contributed to 
the city’s character. Politics and pub-
lic service have been a part of Madison 
from the very beginning, and they have 
made Madison home to some of the 
State’s greatest moments, including 

the passage of historic progressive leg-
islation at the turn of the last century 
under the leadership of then-Governor 
Robert M. La Follette. 

Madison has also achieved a wonder-
ful system of parks and architectural 
beauty in its public spaces, which com-
plement the natural beauty of the 
lakes’ shorelines. These areas also 
serve as host to outdoor concerts and 
countless other activities during sum-
mer months. 

Having graduated from UW-Madison 
and served in the State senate, and as 
a resident of nearby Middleton, I am 
not only proud to represent the people 
of Madison, I am privileged to be a part 
of this community. I know Madison 
residents will continue to draw on 
their city’s rich history and continue 
to enjoy the beautiful land that cap-
tivated James Doty so many years ago. 
I hope that my colleagues will join me 
in congratulating the city of Madison 
as it celebrates its sesquicentennial.∑ 

f 

SESQUICENTENNIAL OF MADISON, 
WISCONSIN 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the sesquicentennial 
of the great city of Madison, WI. Over 
the next few days people from all over 
Wisconsin will gather in Madison for 
the 150-year anniversary festivities. 

Madison is a city unlike all others. 
The vibrant people who give life to the 
city care about their community and 
appreciate the natural beauty and 
unique character that surrounds them. 
As a graduate of the University of Wis-
consin, I spent 4 of the happiest years 
of my life in Madison and my fondness 
for the city is undiminished years 
later. Visiting the farmers’ market is 
one of my favorite ways to spend a 
summer morning, even better if I can 
stop at Ella’s Deli afterward. 

Since that time, Madison has contin-
ued to grow and flourish. It is a place 
of great culture, home to a vast array 
of interests, and a center of learning. 
Madison is fortunate to have first-class 
opera, symphony, and theater. Art and 
history enthusiasts can find the Chazen 
Museum of Art, the Wisconsin Histor-
ical Museum and the Madison Museum 
of Contemporary Art. As the home of 
the University of Wisconsin, as well as 
Edgewood College, Madison Area Tech-
nical College and Herzing College, 
Madison’s student population is an im-
portant part of the community and 
drives fresh thinking and new ideas. 

As the State Capital, Madison has 
been the center of Wisconsin’s proud 
progressive tradition. ‘‘Fighting Bob’’ 
La Follette founded his magazine, The 
Progressive, in 1909, and it is still pub-
lished in Madison today. And we know 
that The Onion has its roots there, too. 

Parks and trails, lectures and sport-
ing events, fine food and nightlife 
make Madison a great place to live and 
work. Money Magazine wrote what we 
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