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5 years. In this brief period of time, he 
has served as Secretary of the Navy, 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security, Secretary of the 
Navy again, and—after being under 
consideration to serve as Secretary of 
the Air Force—as Deputy Secretary of 
Defense. At the request of the Sec-
retary of Defense, he has also taken on 
such critical jobs as designing the new 
National Security Personnel System 
and overseeing the review of the status 
of DOD detainees at Guantanamo. 

Secretary England has always made 
himself available for hearings, meet-
ings with Members, and discussions 
with the wide array of others who have 
interests and concerns about the oper-
ations and activities of the Department 
of Defense. He is a good listener, open 
to compromise, willing to take on 
tough problems—characteristics which 
are always in great demand and short 
supply at DOD. 

The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
serves in a position of awesome respon-
sibility. He is the alter ego of the Sec-
retary. In this capacity, the Deputy 
Secretary plays a key role in deter-
mining how our country will face crit-
ical national security challenges. 

At the same time, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense has traditionally 
served as the chief manager of the De-
fense Department. A wide array of 
management challenges, including fi-
nancial management, acquisition man-
agement, and human capital issues, cut 
across functional areas in the Depart-
ment to such an extent that no official 
other than the Secretary or the Deputy 
Secretary has the authority needed to 
address them. 

Fortunately, Secretary England 
brings the kind of strong management 
background and commitment to ad-
dressing these issues that are needed in 
the Deputy Secretary position. 

For the last several months, Sec-
retary England has served as Deputy 
Secretary of Defense under a recess ap-
pointment by the President. I believe 
that his service to the Department and 
the Nation over the last 5 years merit 
a favorable vote on his nomination by 
the full Senate. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

HONORING THE ENTREPRE-
NEURIAL SPIRIT OF AMERICAN 
SMALL BUSINESSES 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 435, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 435) honoring the en-

trepreneurial spirit of American small busi-
nesses during National Small Business Week, 
beginning April 9, 2006. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 435) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 435 

Whereas America’s 25,000,000 small busi-
nesses have been the driving force behind the 
Nation’s economy, creating more than 75 
percent of all new jobs and generating more 
than 50 percent of the Nation’s gross domes-
tic product; 

Whereas small businesses are the Nation’s 
innovators, advancing technology and pro-
ductivity; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion has been a critical partner in the suc-
cess of the Nation’s small businesses and in 
the growth of the Nation’s economy; 

Whereas the programs and services of the 
Small Business Administration have time 
and again proven their value, having helped 
to create or retain over 5,300,000 jobs in the 
United States since 1999; 

Whereas the mission of the Small Business 
Administration is to maintain and strength-
en the Nation’s economy by aiding, coun-
seling, assisting, and protecting the interests 
of small businesses and by helping families 
and businesses recover from natural disas-
ters; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion has helped small businesses access crit-
ical lending opportunities, protected small 
businesses from excessive Federal regulatory 
enforcement, played a key role in ensuring 
full and open competition for Government 
contracts, and improved the economic envi-
ronment in which small businesses compete; 

Whereas, for more than 50 years, the Small 
Business Administration has helped more 
than 23,000,000 Americans start, grow, and 
expand their businesses and has placed al-
most $280,000,000,000 in loans and venture 
capital financing in the hands of entre-
preneurs; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion, established in 1953, has provided valu-
able service to small businesses through fi-
nancial assistance, procurement assistance, 
business development, small business advo-
cacy, and disaster recovery assistance; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion has helped millions of entrepreneurs 
achieve the American dream of owning a 
small business, and has played a key role in 
fostering economic growth in underserved 
communities; and 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion will mark National Small Business 
Week, beginning April 9, 2006: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the entrepreneurial spirit of 

America’s small businesses during the Small 
Business Administration’s National Small 
Business Week, beginning April 9, 2006; 

(2) supports the purpose and goals of Na-
tional Small Business Week, and the cere-

monies and events to be featured during the 
week; 

(3) commends the Small Business Adminis-
tration and the resource partners of the 
Small Business Administration for their 
work, which has been critical in helping the 
Nation’s small businesses grow and develop; 
and 

(4) applauds the achievements of small 
business owners and their employees, whose 
entrepreneurial spirit and commitment to 
excellence has been a key player in the Na-
tion’s economic vitality. 

f 

LOCAL COMMUNITY RECOVERY 
ACT OF 2006 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4979 received from the 
House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4979) to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, to clarify the preference for 
local firms in the award of certain contracts 
for disaster relief activities. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4979) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Armed 
Services Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Con. Res. 85 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the concurrent resolution. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 85) 
honoring and congratulating the Minnesota 
National Guard, on its 150th anniversary, for 
its spirit of dedication and service to the 
State of Minnesota and the Nation and rec-
ognizing that the role of the National Guard, 
the Nation’s citizen-soldier based militia, 
which was formed before the United States 
Army, has been and still is extremely impor-
tant to the security and freedom of the Na-
tion. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and 
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