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basic training. At first, his training focused on 
fighting the Germans in Europe, but when the 
European war ended, he was transferred to 
Camp Maxey, Texas. This camp trained sol-
diers to fight the Japanese in house-to-house 
combat in anticipation of a ground invasion of 
Japan. 

After his training was completed, he was 
shipped to the Pacific with the intent to join up 
in Okinawa with an infantry division known as 
‘‘Timber Wolf.’’ This group had fought in Eu-
rope and had been sent to Okinawa to invade 
Japan. Yet shortly before Boettcher arrived, 
President Harry Truman ordered the dropping 
of two atomic bombs, and Japan surrendered 
shortly thereafter. 

Instead of fighting his way into Japan, 
Boettcher became part of the occupation 
force. He worked in an office position and was 
responsible for preparing payroll for over 500 
military personnel using a small Royal type-
writer. In rank he started as a Private 1st 
Class and rose to Staff Sergeant in less than 
one year. He returned home to Lincoln, Ne-
braska in October of 1946. 

Boettcher attended the University of Ne-
braska for two years and then transferred to 
the University of Northern Colorado to com-
plete his education. He continued to serve his 
country as a member of the Colorado Nation 
Guard and received a commission in 1953. 

After owning a business for 46 years, 
Boettcher retired in Greeley, Colorado with his 
wife Irene of 58 years. Boettcher has three 
children, seven grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent Mr. 
Boettcher and the other men and women who 
have given so much for our freedom. Like so 
many other members of his generation, Mr. 
Boettcher set aside his ambitions in service to 
our nation. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
expressing my heartfelt gratitude, sincere ap-
preciation, and utmost respect for the patriotic 
service of Mr. Richard A. Boettcher. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
ERMA ORA JAMES BYRD 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Erma Ora Byrd, 
loving wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and dear friend and mentor to many. 
Her passing marks a great loss for her family 
and friends, and also for the people of West 
Virginia, whom she served with the highest 
level of commitment, concern, integrity and 
honor. 

The daughter of a coal miner, Mrs. Byrd re-
mained deeply connected to the foundation of 
her childhood—one based on family, faith and 
community. Whether greeting kings at state 
dinners or meeting with neighbors at the town 
hall, Mrs. Byrd reflected a certain grace, kind-
ness and warmth. She shied away from the 
harsh glare of politics, preferring instead to 
focus on family and close friends, gently in-
spiring and teaching by example. Mrs. Byrd 
and Senator ROBERT BYRD were married for 

68 years. They met in grade school and mar-
ried at the tender age of 19. 

Together, they raised two daughters, Mona 
and Marjorie. Mrs. Byrd’s limitless love for her 
daughters, grandchildren and great-children 
extended to every child in West Virginia, upon 
whose behalf she advocated. Though awards 
and accolades held no significance to her, 
Mrs. Byrd’s outreach and advocacy work has 
been honored numerous times. Both West Vir-
ginia University and Marshall University have 
established academic scholarship programs in 
her name. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Mrs. Erma Ora 
James Byrd. I extend my deepest condo-
lences to her husband, United States Senator 
ROBERT BYRD; to her daughters, Mona Carole 
Byrd Fatemi and Marjorie Ellen Byrd Moore; to 
her sons-in-law, Mohammed Fatemi and Jon 
Moore; and to her grandchildren, great-grand-
children and extended family members and 
many friends. Mrs. Byrd’s boundless love for 
her family, friends and for the people of West 
Virginia will be remembered always. 
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a great American, dedi-
cated family man, proud Oregonian, outdoors-
man, and a good friend of mine, Judge Dennis 
Reynolds. Over the last decade, Judge Rey-
nolds has played a significant role in shaping 
the future of Grant County. Today, as the 
Judge approaches retirement from elected 
public service, we thank him for his years of 
dedication and recognize the numerous con-
tributions he has made during his 12 years in 
office. 

Mr. Speaker, people in my part of the coun-
try have a long and rich heritage of being car-
ing stewards of the land and responsible man-
agers of the environment. This is a way of life 
that Judge Reynolds has embraced, from his 
days working in the lumber industry through 
his many years of unselfish public service. 
Judge Reynolds has never given up on his be-
lief that to be an Oregonian is to love the land 
and to treat it with great respect. 

The Judge has worked tirelessly at the local 
level to promote and support good steward-
ship and sound policies that protect our com-
munities and our precious forests from the 
threats of catastrophic wildfire, windstorms, 
and bug infestation. In a county where the ma-
jority of its land is in public ownership, it is im-
perative that county officials and local leaders 
have a strong working relationship with State 
and Federal Government. People in all levels 
of government have appreciated Dennis’ polite 
and straightforward approach. During his ten-
ure, Judge Reynolds has been an effective 
leader, steadfastly advocating for the 
wellbeing of all rural communities by pro-
moting an effective use of natural resources 
that recognizes not only the economic value, 
but also the social value of a productive envi-
ronment. 

Mr. Speaker, as Grant County’s chief execu-
tive, he has led the county through tough fi-
nancial times, overseeing essential projects 
that have improved the way of life for those 
who reside in this beautiful Blue Mountain re-
gion of Oregon. These projects include the 
construction of a new county health services 
center, a new criminal justice center, a re-
model of the Grant County Courthouse, a new 
facility to house the Grant County Road De-
partment, and a new building for the fair-
grounds. 

Mr. Speaker, although these projects of 
bricks and mortar and concrete and steel will 
benefit Grant County for many years to come, 
Judge Reynolds’ real impact has been how he 
has treated his fellow man and the heart with 
which he has approached every task. Dennis 
has cared deeply about the people he has so 
ably served. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Reynolds’ distinguished 
accomplishments are well known throughout 
Oregon. However, those who know Dennis 
know that he would list his most rewarding ac-
complishments as marrying his wife Julie and 
together raising their three sons, Percy, Beau, 
and Jake. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please 
join me in honoring Judge Dennis Reynolds, a 
man of vision, a man of heart, and a man of 
service. 
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RECOGNIZING COACH GENO 
AURIEMMA UPON HIS SELECTION 
TO THE NAISMITH MEMORIAL 
BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME 

HON. ROB SIMMONS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I come to the 
floor to recognize a man who has long been 
one of Connecticut’s, and America’s, great 
sports treasures. 

For 21 seasons Geno Auriemma has 
coached the University of Connecticut’s Lady 
Huskies Basketball team. During that time he 
has led the Huskies to 5 national champion-
ships. His teams have compiled an incredible 
record of 589 wins with only 116 losses. In his 
tenure as head coach the team has gone to 
the Final Four eight times and achieved two 
perfect seasons—that is an NCAA record for 
consecutive wins. He is the only coach to take 
a team to 5 straight Final Fours. For the 
2002–03 season Coach Auriemma was 
named the Big East Coach of the Year as well 
as the United States Basketball Writer’s Asso-
ciation Women’s Basketball Coach of the 
Year; he was also named Coach of the Year 
by the Associated Press. 

His leadership, his personal integrity and his 
deep commitment to his players, both on and 
off the court, has now earned him the ultimate 
recognition that his sport can bestow. This 
year Coach Geno Auriemma will be inducted 
into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts. He is a 
first-time candidate, which makes this honor 
all the more a special. 

The personal story of Coach Auriemma is 
inspirational. It is truly an American story. Born 
in Naples, Italy, his family was poor. At the 
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