
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 5713 April 6, 2006 
and federal entities to create a comprehensive 
network of drought information and provide 
decision-makers with the best tools to manage 
our resources. NOAA will do this by building a 
national drought monitoring and forecasting 
system, create a drought early warning sys-
tem, provide an interactive drought information 
delivery system, and designate mechanisms 
for improved interaction with the public. 

This NIDIS initiative will hopefully improve 
our analysis of conditions, provide us with 
more accurate seasonal forecasts, and equip 
us with a better understanding of climate inter-
actions that produce droughts. I would like to 
encourage Members to join me in supporting 
this vital and important initiative. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of official business in Colorado, I was 
not able to be present yesterday for three 
votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted as 
follows: 

Roll call No. 82, H.J. Res. 81—Providing for 
the appointment of Phillip Frost as a citizen re-
gent of the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution—I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Roll call No. 83, H. Res. 703—Recognizing 
the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster and supporting continued efforts to 
control radiation and mitigate the adverse 
health consequences related to the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant—I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Roll call No. 84, H. Res. 744—Expressing 
support for the Good Friday Agreement of 
1998 as the blueprint for lasting peace in 
Northern Ireland and support for continued po-
lice reform in Northern Ireland as a critical ele-
ment in the peace process—I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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THE OCCASION OF THE 91ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I join today 
with many of my colleagues in remembering 
the victims of the Armenian Genocide. April 
24th will be the 91st anniversary of this human 
tragedy. 

From 1915 to 1923, the world witnessed the 
first genocide of the 20th century. This was 
clearly one of the world’s greatest tragedies— 
the deliberate and systematic Ottoman annihi-
lation of 1.5 million Armenian men, women, 
and children. 

Furthermore, another 500,000 refugees fled 
and escaped to various points around the 
world—effectively eliminating the Armenian 
population of the Ottoman Empire. 

From these ashes arose hope and promise 
in 1991—and I was blessed to see it. I was 
one of the four international observers from 
the United States Congress to monitor Arme-
nia’s independence referendum. I went to the 
communities in the northern part of Armenia, 
and I watched in awe as 95 percent of the 
people over the age of 18 went out and voted. 

The Armenian people had been denied free-
dom for so many years and, clearly, they were 
very excited about this new opportunity. Al-
most no one stayed home. They were all out 
in the streets going to the polling places. I 
watched in amazement as people stood in line 
for hours to get into these small polling places 
and vote. 

Then, after they voted, the other interesting 
thing was that they did not go home. They had 
brought covered dishes with them, and all of 
these polling places had little banquets after-
ward to celebrate what had just happened. 

What a great thrill it was to join them the 
next day in the streets of Yerevan when they 
were celebrating their great victory. Ninety- 
eight percent of the people who voted cast 
their ballots in favor of independence. It was 
a wonderful experience to be there with them 
when they danced and sang and shouted, 
‘Ketse azat ankakh Hayastan’—Long live free 
and independent Armenia! That should be the 
cry of freedom-loving people everywhere. 
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HONORING REGINA MARIE 
CATANISE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Regina Marie Catanise who peacefully 
passed from this earth on Tuesday, April 4, 
2006, at the age of 84. 

The wife of the late Raymond Catanise, 
Mrs. Catanise, affectionately known as ‘‘Gina,’’ 
was a cherished member of her community of 
Waterloo, NY, and was loved by one and all 
who knew her. 

Survived by her three children, her son the 
Reverend Joseph Catanise, her daughter 
Candi Catanise, and her other son, Richard, 
Gina is also survived by two sisters, two broth-
ers, four grandchildren, six great grand-
children, and several nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and dear friends. 

I take this moment to honor Gina Catanise, 
Mr. Speaker, because of the closeness felt to 
her by my friend, Richard Catanise. Richard 
spoke to me very often about his family in 
general and about Gina in particular. While I 
know today that Richard and his entire family’s 
loss is great, I know, Mr. Speaker, that the en-
tire Catanise family knows and understands 
the depths of the love felt for them by their 
mother, Gina. 

I want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allow-
ing me the opportunity to honor the memory of 
a great New Yorker, a woman who gave of 
herself to family, friends and community 
throughout her life. I am pleased that these re-
marks will remain a permanent part of the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in perpetuity, so that 
generations to come may reflect upon the life 

and contributions to family and community 
made by Regina ‘‘Gina’’ Catanise. May her 
soul rest in eternal peace. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN WHEEL-
ER, CALIFORNIAN SMALL BUSI-
NESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate Mr. John Wheeler of 
Carmel, California. Next week, Mr. Wheeler 
will be honored as the Small Business Person 
of the Year for California. 

Mr. Wheeler has succeeded through inge-
nuity and hard work to turn Peninsula Pure 
Water, Inc., into a very successful business in 
8 short years. With the help of a Small Busi-
ness Administration-backed loan, Mr. Wheeler 
bought a bottled water company in 1998 with 
just 50 customer accounts and 70 daily local 
deliveries and grew the operation into a busi-
ness with 24,000 customers, and a net income 
of $275,000. Beyond his resourcefulness and 
sheer determination, Mr. Wheeler has shown 
himself to be a model employer, personally 
training all new hires and offering to pay half 
of their tuition costs if they attend college. 

Small businesses continue to be the engine 
of both the Californian and U.S. economies. 
The success of entrepreneurial businessman 
like Mr. Wheeler reminds everyone that the 
American dream is still alive and well. I again 
congratulate Mr. Wheeler on his well-deserved 
award as the Californian Small Business Per-
son of the year and wish him much success 
as he continues to expand Peninsula Pure 
Water, Inc. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘FAIRNESS 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN REOR-
GANIZATIONS ACT OF 2006’’ 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing the ‘‘Fairness and Accountability in 
Reorganizations Act of 2006,’’ legislation de-
signed to protect the rights of workers during 
corporate bankruptcy proceedings which give 
greater weight to large corporations and the 
executives who run them. 

Many recent corporate bankruptcy filings, in-
cluding that of the Delphi Corporation, have 
come under fire for the extravagant bonus 
packages they reserve for executives while 
regular workers are forced to accept drastic 
pay cuts or even job losses. We need legisla-
tion to ensure that workers and retirees re-
ceive the fair treatment they have earned 
when their company is facing bankruptcy. 

The Fairness and Accountability in Reorga-
nizations Act of 2006 would guarantee that 
workers are treated more fairly by limiting ex-
ecutive compensation deals and requiring cor-
porations to provide a more accurate picture 
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