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frequently used by European social sci-
entists, is to put the movement in con-
text. Moxnes welcomes same-sex mar-
riage not as a way of ratifying mar-
riage itself but as an innovation that 
affirms and advances marriage’s ongo-
ing decline. She defines marriage as 
being an increasingly empty institu-
tion. 

Is that the message we want to send? 
In the U.S, many sociologists are of the 
same opinion. One argues that these 
wrenching social changes disrupt con-
ventional sexual and domestic rela-
tions and undermine traditional mar-
riages, but also believes that all of 
these are signs of the decline of the 
traditional family. From same-sex 
unions, to births, to cohabiting par-
ents, to mothers who are single by 
choice, release individuals from the 
constraint of traditional marriage. 

I want to conclude on that point to 
reaffirm what is really taking place 
here, and that is the redefining of a 
fundamental institution. We can say 
this is somehow a politicized debate, 
that it is not important. But from what 
we are seeing in countries that have 
taken up this debate, it is clearly im-
portant. It goes to the heart of the fun-
damental institution of marriage and 
weakens it further. It is an institution 
that we want to support, and this move 
destroys it further, takes it down fur-
ther. That has been the research re-
sults that have taken place in Europe. 

This is a big debate. It is a big and 
important problem and issue. We 
should not kid ourselves about what 
this is about by saying we don’t really 
need to do this now. If we don’t do it 
and it is redefined by the courts, that 
is the track we are on—tearing down 
this institution around which we have 
built families. Is that what the Amer-
ican people want to do? We have seen 
them vote in 45 States saying, no, we 
want marriage as the union of a man 
and a woman. 

We should not kid ourselves. This is 
seriously about the future of the cul-
ture of the United States. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 435, S.J. Res. 
1, a joint resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States relating to marriage. 

Bill Frist, Wayne Allard, Jim Bunning, 
Conrad Burns, Richard Burr, Tom 
Coburn, Jon Kyl, Craig Thomas, 
George Allen, Judd Gregg, Johnny 
Isakson, David Vitter, John Thune, 
Mike Crapo, Jeff Sessions, John En-
sign, Rick Santorum. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the live quorum required 
under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that there now 
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM JAY LEUSINK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a brave Amer-
ican who has made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to our country. LCpl 
William Leusink died on May 22 when 
he struck an improvised explosive de-
vice while on a dismounted patrol in 
the Al Anbar Province in Iraq. Lance 
Corporal Leusink was a marine who 
was assigned to the Marine Corps Base 
in Kaneohe Bay, HI. He was 21 years 
old. 

I would ask that all Americans join 
me today, and add to the more than 
1,100 Iowans who attended his funeral, 
in remembering and honoring Lance 
Corporal Leusink. The loss of this cou-
rageous and patriotic American is felt 
throughout Iowa and in particular the 
town of Maurice where he grew up and 
graduated from Sioux Center High 
School. My thoughts and prayers are 
with Lance Corporal Leusink’s wife, 
Miranda, his parents, Bill and Elaine, 
his brother and two sisters as well as 
all those other family and friends who 
are grieving the loss of this young 
man. 

Lance Corporal Leusink, who I un-
derstand was known as ‘‘B. Jay’’ 
among family and friends, will be re-
membered for his faith, athleticism, 
and patriotism. His faith was espe-
cially important to him. Just as he 
often took with him to the football 
field his favorite verse, Phillipians 4:13, 
written on tape, it was this faith that 
led him to enlist to serve his country. 

Pastor Wayne Sneller of the First 
Reformed Church of Maurice said, ‘‘B. 
Jay always wanted to be a Marine and 
to serve his country. He believed in 
what he was doing and knew that the 
Lord was going to be with him.’’ 

In an e-mail to the pastor, Lance 
Corporal Leusink had written, ‘‘I know 
where I am going. I enlisted for a rea-
son, and that was to make a dif-
ference.’’ 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
Lance Corporal Leusink for his sac-
rifice. I am greatly saddened by his 
passing but deeply proud and grateful 
for what he gave for America. His loss 
remains tragic but he died a true pa-
triot. 

f 

VA RESEARCH 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I 
rise to highlight the wonderful work 
being conducted by VA’s Medical and 
Prosthetic Research Program. VA re-
search programs continue to lead in de-
veloping innovative and effective 
methods of treatment that have been 
its trademark since World War II. 
From its inception, the VA research 
program has made landmark contribu-
tions to the welfare of veterans and the 
entirety of the Nation. 

Past VA research projects have re-
sulted in the first successful liver 
transplant performed in the United 
States, development of the cardiac 
pacemaker, and pioneered the tech-
nologies that led to the CT and MRI 
scans. VA research also played a vital 
role in treating tuberculosis, rehabili-
tating blind veterans, and more re-
cently, launched the largest ever clin-
ical trial of psychotherapy to treat 
PTSD. 

In 2004, VA research took on leader-
ship of a $60 million nation wide 
study—funded by the National Insti-
tute on Aging and other partners—to 
identify brain changes linked with Alz-
heimer’s disease. VA research also es-
tablished a major center of excellence, 
in partnership with Brown University 
and MIT, to develop state-of-the-art 
prosthetics for veteran amputees. For 
the last 60 years, VA research has been 
extremely competitive with its private 
sector counterparts. 

I would like to recognize a few re-
search projects that can potentially 
benefit veterans living in remote and 
rural areas across the country, includ-
ing veterans living in my home State 
of Hawaii, where the geography creates 
challenges in accessing care. One 
study, Telemedicine and Anger Man-
agement Groups for PTSD Veterans in 
the Hawaiian Islands, builds on pre-
liminary research supporting the use of 
technology for improving access to 
mental health care for veterans suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress dis-
order, PTSD. The study focuses on the 
effectiveness of conducting anger man-
agement group therapy treatment 
through video-teleconferencing. 

I also applaud the Pacific Islands Di-
vision of the National Center for PTSD 
in Honolulu. Their efforts have im-
proved access to PTSD treatment in re-
mote areas and contributed to the 
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