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ever-modernizing world in which they 
lived, the Stupp brothers reorganized 
the company’s services to keep up with 
the needs of a rapidly growing United 
States. Like their father during the 
Civil War, the Stupp brothers sup-
ported World War I by fabricating parts 
for Liberty ships. In World War II, the 
Stupp Bros. received the Army Navy E- 
Award for its construction of 176 LCTs, 
which landed allied troops on beaches 
throughout the world in the defense of 
freedom. 

During much of the 20th century and 
still today, the Stupp Bros. family of 
companies has provided bridge fabrica-
tion, structural steel for commercial 
buildings, custom-made piping for oil 
and gas, steel line pipe coatings, and 
community banking services. Some of 
their accomplishments have been de-
signing carrying structures for the De-
partment of Defense to protect missiles 
from attack, building two straddle-car-
rier transporters to assist the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
NASA, for the ‘‘moon shot,’’ and com-
pleting a 796 mile natural gas pipeline 
spanning from northwest Texas to Illi-
nois. 

Despite its impressive contributions 
to the country during both war and 
peace time, the mark of Stupp Bros. is 
nowhere greater than in the city of St. 
Louis. As the Kiel Center took shape in 
1933, Stupp Bros. provided the steel for 
its construction. Later in 1978, the 
Stupp Bros. fabricated over 7,000 tons 
of steel for the First National Bank 
highrise building in the downtown 
area. Perhaps of most interest to me, 
given my particular fondness for the 
St. Louis Cardinals, is that Stupp Bros. 
fashioned the floodlighting and elec-
tronic scoreboard for Sportsman’s 
Park, the original Busch Stadium. 

Recognizing its responsibility to the 
community, Stupp Bridge has also been 
a civic contributor to the greater com-
munity. In 1951, the company launched 
a charitable trust to be known as 
Stupp Bros. Bridge and Iron Co. Foun-
dation Trust. Over the last 50 years, 
the foundation has generously provided 
millions of dollars in contributions to 
local and national charities. One of its 
most notable actions is the establish-
ment of a scholarship program which 
supports the college education for the 
son or daughter of a Stupp employee. 

The story of Stupp Bros., Inc, is one 
of American determination, innova-
tion, and service. For 150 years, the 
company has been a staple among the 
St. Louis business and industry com-
munity. Today, under the leadership of 
Robert P. Stupp, John P. Stupp, Jr., 
and R. Philip Stupp, Jr., Stupp Bros. 
continues to leave its mark upon the 
landscape of our State. On behalf of all 
Missourians, I extend my best wishes 
and warmest regards to the Stupp 
Bros., Inc., family of companies, and 
especially to their dedicated employees 
and company leaders for their 150 years 
in the great State of Missouri.∑ 

IN HONOR OF WENDY BUEHLER 
∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President. I rise 
today to recognize Wendy Buehler, 
president of Life Skills, on the anniver-
sary of her 25th year of leadership and 
service to individuals with develop-
mental disabilities. 

Life Skills, a nonprofit charitable 
group, has served Missourians with dis-
abilities since 1964. Today they con-
tinue to connect individuals with dis-
abilities to the greater community of 
St. Louis. Over 1,400 children and 
adults have been assisted by Life 
Skills, enabling them to live in their 
own homes, seek and hold jobs, and 
make lasting ties to the city of St. 
Louis. 

For over three decades, Wendy 
Buehler has provided leadership and 
service to Life Skills. Starting out as a 
direct support staff person, she has 
steadily provided compassion and lead-
ership, leading to her current role as 
president of the organization. Wendy 
Buehler has remained committed to 
providing supported employment serv-
ices so people with developmental dis-
abilities have the skills necessary to 
secure and retain meaningful and com-
petitive employment. 

Wendy Buehler’s commitment to 
helping individuals with disabilities 
live quality and independent lives pro-
vides a lasting service for all of Mis-
souri. Having a disability can pose 
many challenges for individuals to live 
independently as part of the greater 
community. Wendy Buehler has 
worked to ensure Missourians with dis-
abilities have the resources they need 
to live their lives as healthy and as 
independently as possible. 

Today I recognize Wendy Buehler for 
her dedication and commitment to the 
disability community of the State of 
Missouri.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HUGH PATTERSON 
∑ Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge the life and the courage 
of Hugh Patterson, who died last week 
at the age of 91. Mr. Patterson was the 
publisher of the Arkansas Gazette in 
1957 when the Arkansas National Guard 
was called up to prevent nine young 
Blacks from enrolling at Central High 
School in Little Rock. This hugely di-
visive issue not only had to be reported 
on in the Gazette, it had to be evalu-
ated on the editorial page. Mr. Patter-
son’s initial reaction was the right one; 
support desegregation. He later re-
called that he said, ‘‘Well, of course, 
it’s got to be recognized that the Su-
preme Court decision was the only de-
cision that could have been made. We 
have to recognize that this is a transi-
tional time in terms of public policy 
and it will, perhaps, take some time for 
that to be realized, but there’s just no 
option to this. It’s a fundamental mat-
ter.’’ Mr. Patterson was the paper’s 
first publisher, responsible for policy as 

well as business, but he was not the 
only one making major editorial deci-
sions. He had to help convince the 
owner, his father-in-law, J.N. Heiskell, 
and he did. 

The reaction to the newspaper’s 
stand for desegregation was severe. 
There were boycotts against adver-
tisers and mobs out to prevent delivery 
trucks from delivering papers. Circula-
tion fell. The financial losses were sig-
nificant, and harmful on a larger scale 
because Mr. Patterson’s philosophy 
was that profits should be put back 
into the paper, which he saw as a pub-
lic service to the State. The Gazette 
won two Pulitzer Prizes for its cov-
erage in 1957 and they were well de-
served. As today’s Democrat-Gazette 
said last week, ‘‘Dante reserved a spe-
cial place in his Inferno for those who 
would stay neutral in times of moral 
crisis. No one need bother looking for 
the Arkansas Gazette there. Fully 
aware that his paper had much to lose, 
Hugh Patterson never hesitated to 
stake it all on what he knew to be 
right.’’ 

Mr. Patterson grew up in Pine Bluff 
and learned the printing business. 
After serving in the Army Air Corps in 
World War II, he joined the Gazette in 
1946. He became publisher in 1948 and 
stayed in that job for 38 years. There 
was much more to his career there 
than the events of 1957, and to fill in 
those details I ask that his obituary 
from the Democrat-Gazette be printed 
after my remarks. Arkansas is much 
the better for his voice in a time of cri-
sis and his many other contributions at 
the helm of the Gazette for so many 
years. 

The material follows. 
[From the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 

30, 2006] 
HUGH PATTERSON, CHIEF OF ARKANSAS 

GAZETTE FOR 38 YEARS, DIES AT 91 
(By Noel E. Oman) 

Hugh B. Patterson Jr., the longtime pub-
lisher of the former Arkansas Gazette, died 
Monday. He was 91. 

Patterson was publisher of the Gazette 
from November 1948 until December 1986, 
when the newspaper was sold to Gannett Co. 
Inc. Patterson’s 38 years directing the ‘‘old-
est newspaper west of the Mississippi’’ began 
in the era of the mechanical typesetting ma-
chine and lasted into the age of computer- 
generated print. 

His tenure coincided with Little Rock’s 
public school desegregation crisis in 1957. 
The Gazette won two Pulitzer Prizes in 1958, 
one to the newspaper for public service and 
the other to Executive Editor Harry S. 
Ashmore for editorial writing. 

‘‘This first thing I think of, as you might 
guess, is the 1957 school crisis, and the Ga-
zette’s performance through that period,’’ 
said Roy Reed, professor emeritus of jour-
nalism at the University of Arkansas at Fay-
etteville. Reed was a reporter at the Gazette 
for eight years, later joining The New York 
Times as a national and foreign cor-
respondent. 

‘‘It’s not fully appreciated outside of a 
very small group the role Hugh Patterson 
had. He was absolutely vital to leading the 
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