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youth, teens, and young adults a sense 
of hope for the future. The organiza-
tion declares in its mission statement 
an intention to ‘‘reach the lost at any 
cost.’’ Triumphant offers a number of 
programs and services for those youth 
and their parents who choose to par-
ticipate, intended to keep young people 
off the streets, away from the destruc-
tive forces of drug use and violence 
that ensnare far too many young peo-
ple. Since the ministry opened in 2002, 
countless youths have taken advantage 
of its homework clubs and job place-
ment services and enjoyed its various 
artistic and dance programs. The min-
istry also arranges many recreational 
activities and outings for the youth, 
including trips to amusement parks, 
fishing lessons, and minor league base-
ball games. 

In 2002, Pastor Sinclair delivered a 
sermon to the South Congregational 
Church in Hartford entitled ‘‘Now Per-
form the Doing of It.’’ In the sermon 
Pastor Sinclair stressed to his audience 
that the time to reach out to young 
people is now, that those who are at 
risk can’t wait to be helped. Anyone 
who has taken a look at what Pastor 
Sinclair has done over the past few 
years will tell you that Pastor Sinclair 
has applied this sense of urgency to all 
the work he has done. 

In recent years, Pastor Sinclair has 
expanded his community service ef-
forts at a breathtaking pace. He has 
launched various initiatives in major 
cities and towns throughout Con-
necticut. He serves as the director of 
the Hands for Change program in New 
Jersey, which also has satellite pro-
grams in Massachusetts and New York. 
Recently, Triumphant announced plans 
to expand its program in Hartford to 
the city’s Park Street Frog Hollow 
neighborhood. 

Pastor Sinclair and the rest of the 
staff at Triumphant are shining exam-
ples of how through hard work and self-
lessness, a small group of people can 
pull together to strengthen their com-
munity. When I think about how Tri-
umphant will be celebrating its fourth 
anniversary, all I can really do is hope 
that it will be around for many more 
years to come. When I look back at 
what Pastor Brian Keith Sinclair has 
done for communities throughout the 
great State of Connecticut, I can’t help 
but be filled with a deep sense of grati-
tude and hope for the future. It is truly 
an honor to say thank you, Pastor Sin-
clair, Connecticut is a better place be-
cause of you.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 5253. An act to prohibit price gouging 
in the sale of gasoline, diesel fuel, crude oil, 
and home heating oil, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5311. An act to establish the Upper 
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area. 

H.R. 5403. An act to improve protections 
for children and to hold States accountable 
for the safe and timely placement of children 
across State lines, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5429. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish and implement a 
competitive oil and gas leasing program that 
will result in an environmentally sound pro-
gram for the exploration, development, and 
production of the oil and gas resources of the 
Coastal Plain of Alaska, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3274. A bill to create a fair and efficient 
system to resolve claims of victims for bod-
ily injury caused by asbestos exposure, and 
for other purposes. 
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PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–339. A concurrent memorial adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Arizona relative to 
urging the United States Congress to enact 
an agricultural commuter worker permit 
program; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 2018 
Whereas, agriculture along the southern 

United States border is often seasonal and 
concentrated within tight time frames in 
which highly perishable crops must be pro-
duced and harvested in a timely manner or 
the entire crop could be lost; and 

Whereas, farmers along the southern bor-
der face calamities of weather, pests and 
market conditions along with stringent re-
quirements to provide a safe and wholesome 
supply of food for the citizens of the United 
States and the world; and 

Whereas, agriculture requires a stable and 
reliable source of labor in order to produce 
enough food to meet the needs of our citizens 
so the United States does not become de-
pendent on foreign nations for our food sup-
ply; and 

Whereas, the total economic impact of Ari-
zona agriculture for 2004 was approximately 
$9.2 billion, providing an integral economic 
contribution throughout our state; and 

Whereas, agriculture requires access to a 
stable and reliable pool of foreign workers 
due to an aging and increasingly educated 
native born workforce and employees leaving 
agricultural work for other industries; and 

Whereas, current agricultural work visa 
programs fail to provide timely access to 
necessary labor; and 

Whereas, an agricultural commuter worker 
permit program can complement both border 
security and workplace enforcement while 
allowing a natural flow of labor: and 

Whereas, an agricultural commuter worker 
permit program will help abate many of the 
social and human costs in terms of crime and 
deaths in the desert; and 

Whereas, an agricultural commuter worker 
permit program will allow willing agricul-
tural workers to commute from their coun-
try of origin to work in the United States 
while maintaining their country of origin 
residency. Wherefore your memorialist, the 
House of Representatives of the State of Ari-
zona, the Senate concurring, prays: 

1. That the United States Congress include 
an agricultural commuter worker permit 
program as part of immigration reform legis-
lation that allows foreign workers to com-
mute across the border daily to work in the 
United States if they have passed criminal 
and security background checks and a med-
ical examination and if they possess tamper- 
resistant biometric authorization cards. 

2. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States Senate. 
‘‘the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona. 

POM–340. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania relative to opposing 
any increase in the cost of enrollment in 
health care programs for members of the 
United States military; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 272 
Whereas, a recent proposal by the Depart-

ment of Defense, endorsed by the Joint 
Chiefs, called for increasing the enrollment 
cost in United States military health care 
programs for service members known as 
TRICARE; and 

Whereas, all branches of the armed forces 
have valiantly sacrificed for our nation do-
mestically and overseas, including in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; and 

Whereas, the Federal Government has en-
countered difficulty in recruiting and retain-
ing personnel for military duty on account of 
compensation and service commitment con-
cerns; and 

Whereas, the Department of Defense must 
limit the financial burden on members of the 
military community; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania memorialize the 
President and Congress of the United States 
and the Department of Defense to oppose any 
increases in the cost of enrollment in health 
care programs for members of the United 
States military; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmittted to the President of the United 
States, the Secretary of Defense, the pre-
siding officers of each house of Congress and 
to each member of Congress from 
Pennsylsvania. 

POM–341. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Michigan relative to op-
posing the SMART Act and other preemptive 
federal insurance regulatory measures; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 94 
Whereas, regulation, oversight, and con-

sumer protection have traditionally and his-
torically been powers reserved to state gov-
ernments under the McCarran-Ferguson Act 
of 1945; and 
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