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Tomorrow we could vote to give 

Medicare the power and the authority 
to negotiate for lower drug prices, 
which would save that program mil-
lions, and we would be able to make 
the program stronger and not put a 
halt to the benefits, which is called a 
doughnut hole, just when the sickest 
patients need more. Oh, no, they would 
rather talk about an amendment on a 
divisive subject that is being handled 
by the States. 

Why don’t they talk about the fact 
that our families are struggling to pay 
for college tuition for their children? 
They don’t want to talk about that be-
cause they have failed to help Amer-
ica’s families pay for college, despite 
the fact that tuition is becoming 
hugely expensive and more expensive 
each and every year. As a matter of 
fact, President Bush just signed a tax 
law that makes college loans more ex-
pensive. But, oh no, we can’t talk 
about that. We are going to talk about 
a divisive amendment on a subject that 
is being handled by the States. 

Why don’t they want to talk about 
our fiscal situation? Why don’t they? 
They don’t want to say that as a result 
of their policies, the policies of this ad-
ministration and my Republican 
friends, we now have seen the surpluses 
that were left to them, to their stew-
ardship, turn into deficits as far as the 
eye could see. They are projected to hit 
well over $300 billion, and the public 
debt stands at an eye-popping $8.4 tril-
lion. When they got the reins of Gov-
ernment there were going to be sur-
pluses as far as the eye can see. Now 
there are deficits as far as the eye can 
see. 

They don’t want to say that it is this 
administration’s failed policies that 
will leave our children and grand-
children with a bill for the tax cuts to 
the wealthiest people, tax cuts that we 
can’t afford. 

How do they really respond to the 
concerns and the anxieties of the 
American people, anxieties and con-
cerns that we see in poll after poll? 
This is not Democratic polls or Repub-
lican polls, these are everybody’s polls. 
People are worried. They say we are on 
the wrong track. 

But this is what this administration 
says, and this Congress, they say: 
Sorry, America, please hold. Please 
hold, America, while the Senate takes 
time to consider a constitutional 
amendment that has nothing to do 
with the most serious issues you face 
today. Why? Because they need to 
score political points. Please hold, 
America, because, although we have 
been elected to serve you and unite 
you, we would rather divide you for our 
own partisan interests. 

If I were a conservative I would be in-
sulted today, insulted by the fact that 
I am being used as a political pawn by 
this President and the Republican lead-
ership. I would be insulted. 

The issue of marriage has been deter-
mined by the States. For those people 
who worried about it, there was DOMA, 
the Defense of Marriage Act. I believed 
at the time that wasn’t even necessary 
because I believe the States have the 
right to make decisions about mar-
riage. But it passed and it has been 
upheld. So what is the problem? There 
is not a problem. 

From the party that says let the 
States decide, suddenly the States do 
not know as much as these Senators 
here. They know everything, and they 
are going to amend the Constitution on 
something that the States are han-
dling. 

This, in many ways, is a telling mo-
ment for this Senate. With all the 
issues I have laid out and the issues 
that Senator CARPER has laid out, 
there is no planning for these issues. 
So this Senate is being used as part of 
a political campaign. I resent that, 
when we have men and women dying 
every single day in Iraq, newspaper re-
porters being blown up. But we have to 
talk about a subject that is being han-
dled by the States. 

As I said before, we have never 
amended our Constitution to take 
away rights. We don’t do that in Amer-
ica. We are too strong for that. We are 
too good for that. We are a model of 
freedom because of that. But that is 
precisely what is being proposed here, 
an amendment that is unnecessary be-
cause the States are handling this and 
all this does is divide us instead of 
uniting us. 

Look at some of the great examples 
of our constitutional amendments. 

The Bill of Rights—the first ten 
amendments—guarantee important lib-
erties to Americans, from freedom of 
speech to freedom from unwarranted 
search and seizure to freedom of reli-
gion. And the 10th amendment reserves 
for the States all powers not specifi-
cally given to the Federal Government. 

The 13th, 14th and 15th amendments 
corrected the horrific injustices of 
slavery by giving African-Americans 
the right to vote and equal protection 
under the law. 

The 19th amendment gave women the 
right to vote, and the 26th amendment 
gave 18-year-olds the right to vote. 

This short but impressive list of 
amendments demonstrates that our 
Constitution is meant to expand, not 
restrict, freedom and equality. 

I want to say to my colleagues that 
there is something about this debate 
that has bothered me. As I have lis-
tened to some of my colleagues com-
ment in support of this proposed 
amendment—which is their total right 
to support—I have been troubled by the 
suggestion that gay Americans are re-
sponsible for a host of problems in our 
society, from children born out of wed-
lock to poverty to divorce. These com-
ments are wrong. These comments are 
wrong. It is wrong to find scapegoats in 

our great country. Gays and lesbians, 
they are God’s children too. They wake 
up every morning, they try to do the 
best to live their lives, the best for the 
people they love. And they live their 
lives one day at a time. 

We can solve problems such as unin-
tended pregnancies, poverty, divorce, 
and adoption without stooping to 
scapegoat and hurt so many people. 

If we want to strengthen families, 
let’s strengthen families. Let’s help 
families with their college tuition. 
Let’s help families with their child 
care. Let’s help them by raising the 
minimum wage. Let’s clean up Super-
fund sites that are near schools. Let’s 
help the 44 million Americans who need 
health insurance. Let’s help those who 
are reaching retirement age, who are 
so frightened because the promise of 
the golden years is not there. 

Let’s reach out to each other and do 
that instead of being forced to deal 
with manufactured political issues 
which, again, pop up every election 
year. That sends false hopes out to 
some Americans who really want this 
constitutional amendment. They are 
being used. It also sends out fear and 
sadness to so many other Americans. 

We can do better. We must do better 
for all Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to proceed to the marriage amend-
ment be temporarily withdrawn and 
that the Senate resume that motion 
immediately upon convening tomorrow 
morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WEST UNION, WV: STILL MAKING 
HISTORY 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, among the 
beautiful, rolling-green hills of north-
ern West Virginia is a little town with 
a big history. I am speaking of the 
town of West Union, the county seat of 
Doddridge County. 

Once a center for railroading and 
other forms of transportation, as well 
as oil drilling, coal mining, and and 
other forms of businesses and manufac-
turing, West Union was an important 
and thriving commercial center in the 
late nineteenth century. Unfortu-
nately, like too many small towns in 
West Virginia and across the country, 
West Union has fallen into some hard 
times. 

Nevertheless, West Union retains its 
rich and colorful history. Indeed, the 
entire downtown district of West Union 
has been placed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The downtown 
section contains buildings that feature 
a wealth of architectural styles, with 
four of them having been listed on the 
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National Register. These historic 
buildings include the Doddridge County 
Court House with its Romanesque ar-
chitecture, and the Silas Smith Opera 
House which was built at the turn of 
the last century and now serves as the 
county library. 

For a small town in the hills of West 
Virginia, the town of West Union has 
been the home of a number of promi-
nent American citizens. General Bantz 
Craddock, who rose to be the Com-
mander of U.S. Southern Command and 
is responsible for military operations 
in the Caribbean, Central America, and 
South America, was raised in West 
Union. 

For many years, West Union was the 
home to Clyde Ware, a novelist who 
has been actively involved in television 
and film production. In fact, Mr. Ware 
wrote and directed many episodes of 
what was one of my favorite television 
series, ‘‘Gunsmoke.’’ 

The town’s most famous historic 
resident was the legendary Ephriam 
Bee. Mr. Bee was a pioneer, a black-
smith, the U.S. Postmaster for West 
Union, and the owner of a highly pop-
ular inn and restaurant, appropriately 
referred to as the ‘‘Bee-Hive.’’ At the 
age of 60, Mr. Bee served as captain of 
the Doddridge militia which protected 
the area from Confederate forces, 
thieves, and outlaws. 

In 1863, Mr. Bee was elected to the 
West Virginia State Legislature, de-
feating Joseph H. Diss Debar, the per-
son who later designed the State seal 
of West Virginia, which is still in use 
today, without change. 

Another contest that Mr. Bee won 
was being named the Ugliest Man in 
the State of West Virginia. For that 
victory, he was awarded a beautiful 
pocket knife, a proud possession which 
he was forced to relinquish a few years 
later when the State found a man 
whom it deemed to be even uglier. 

In 1845, Mr. Bee originated the An-
cient and Honorable Order of E. 
Clampus Vitus, ECV, of which he be-
came Grand Lama. ECV was originally 
formed as a secret order for playing 
practical jokes, but as it spread across 
the country, it took on different pur-
poses and missions. Today, ECV has be-
come an important historic preserva-
tion society, with more than 100,000 
members. 

Mr. Bee also operated an important 
station on the underground railroad. 
He hid his guests in a nearby cave until 
it was filled, then, it appears, he used 
ECV to create a diversion so that the 
escaped slaves could be sent on their 
way to freedom. 

What became the town of West Union 
was originally settled in 1807. It was in-
corporated on July 20, 1881, which 
means the town of West Union will be 
celebrating its 125th anniversary this 
summer. The town will be using this 
milestone anniversary in an effort to 
promote and celebrate the town’s his-

tory and as a jump start toward the 
economic revitalization of the town. 
The festivities are planned for July 22, 
and they promise to be a time of fun, 
entertainment, and education as the 
town wants to share its unique and 
colorful history with the world. 

The town of West Union has adopted 
as a slogan, ‘‘We love our history— 
that’s why we’re still making it!’’ With 
its history—and its energetic, creative 
residents, I am confident that the town 
of West Union will be making history 
for a long time into the future. 

I wish them the best on their 125th 
anniversary. 

f 

HONORING RETIRING JOURNALIST 
DICK KAY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Dick Kay, a man of 
great journalistic integrity. Many 
things have changed in the past 40 
years, but from Martin Luther King, 
Jr., to Adlai Stevenson, from Iraq to 
the Daleys, from Watergate to the 1985 
Bears, there has been one voice 
Chicagoans have consistently trusted 
for an objective and thoughtful per-
spective. Dick Kay has established 
himself as an institution in our tele-
vision news. Over his 46-year career in 
the TV business, Dick has proven him-
self to be a professional newsman—a 
reporter with no motive other than to 
give his viewers an insight on the news. 

Dick’s distinguished career began 
modestly. A high school dropout at the 
age of 14, he worked to support himself. 
He once said, ‘‘the experience of those 
years taught me the most valuable les-
sons of my life: that I would never 
achieve any real success without an 
education.’’ He enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy at the age of 17, earning a GED. 
certificate. After his discharge, Dick 
realized his dream of an education by 
graduating from Bradley University in 
Peoria through the GI bill, receiving a 
B.S. in speech education in 1962. 

Dick remained in Peoria to work on 
TV and radio programs before getting 
his big break as the news director of 
WFRV-TV in Green Bay, WI. After 3 
years in the ‘‘Dairy State,’’ he relo-
cated to Chicago in 1968 as a producer 
and writer for WMAQ-NBC 5. He was 
tested immediately, as one of his first 
assignments was the tumultuous 1968 
Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago. Within 2 years, Dick had 
worked his way up to full-time reporter 
and eventually political editor. He be-
came host of the weekly news show 
‘‘City Desk.’’ This Sunday morning 
broadcast became a Chicagoland sta-
ple—a ‘‘must-see’’ for everyone fol-
lowing the political scene. Dick’s ques-
tions were often tough but always fair. 
Political guests knew that a visit to 
‘‘City Desk’’ would always be memo-
rable. 

Dick’s achievements include a long 
list of honors and awards. His 1984 9- 

month investigation of the Illinois 
General Assembly’s so-called Legisla-
tive Study Commissions earned him 
the George Foster Peabody medallion, 
the most prestigious honor in tele-
vision broadcasting. The report also 
won him a National Headliner Award 
and the Jacob Scher Award for inves-
tigative reporting. Dick’s numerous ac-
colades include 11 Emmys; induction 
into the Television Academy’s Silver 
Circle Hall of Fame; Commentator of 
the Year from the Joint Civic Com-
mittee of Italian-Americans; as well as 
multiple awards courtesy of the Associ-
ated Press, the Chicago Headline Club, 
and the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists. Perhaps one of Dick’s proudest 
moments was being honored as a Brad-
ley University Distinguished Alumnus. 
He has surely come a long way since 
shining shoes at the age of 14 in Evans-
ville, IN. 

Mr. President, after nearly a half 
century of reporting the news, Dick 
says that he is ready to ‘‘smell the 
roses,’’ and he has certainly earned it. 
Dick Kay has played an important role 
in reporting the exciting news stories 
of our time and has left his mark on 
the ‘‘Land of Lincoln.’’ I wish a restful 
and happy retirement to Dick Kay, one 
of Illinois’ and Chicago’s premier news-
men. 

f 

W. RALPH BASHAM, 
COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today President George W. Bush wit-
nessed the swearing-in of W. Ralph 
Basham to serve as Commissioner of 
Customs in the Department of Home-
land Security. Mr. Basham’s nomina-
tion was favorably reported out of the 
Finance Committee on May 18, 2006, 
and he was confirmed by the Senate on 
May 26, 2006. 

The President nominated an out-
standing individual to be Commis-
sioner of Customs. Ralph Basham has 
served as Director of the Secret Serv-
ice and is a 29-year veteran of the Se-
cret Service. He has also served as 
chief of staff for the Transportation Se-
curity Administration and as director 
of the Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ter in Glynco, GA. His demonstrated 
commitment to public service is admi-
rable. And the breadth of his experi-
ences will be an important asset as he 
assumes his new responsibilities. 

The Commissioner of Customs serves 
in a critical and demanding role. The 
Commissioner of Customs must ensure 
that the dual demands of securing our 
borders and facilitating the smooth 
flow of international trade are each 
fully met. As part of his confirmation 
process Mr. Basham appeared before 
the Finance Committee, which I chair. 
During his hearing, I was impressed 
with Mr. Basham’s appreciation of the 
importance of maintaining an appro-
priate balance in meeting those dual 
demands. 
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