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More broadly, the Commissioner of 

Customs heads a bureau of over 40,000 
employees. Those Government employ-
ees are on the front line for enforcing 
laws related to over 40 agencies. At the 
same time, they process $1.7 trillion 
worth of imports and collect about $28 
dollars in duties and fees. This trade is 
critical to our economy. For example, 
the 10-day strike at the port of Long 
Beach a few years ago is estimated to 
have cost our economy between $1 bil-
lion to $2 billion each day. That illus-
trates why maintaining an appropriate 
balance between trade security and 
trade facilitation is so important. 

As chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance, with jurisdiction over customs 
and international trade, I look forward 
to working with Mr. Basham to ad-
vance a robust customs and trade agen-
da now that he’s taken over as Com-
missioner of Customs. 

f 

DARFUR 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, while the 
Senate, with the encouragement of a 
White House in full campaign mode, 
debates a constitutional amendment to 
ban gay marriage—a debate which will 
consume days of the Senate’s time and 
is all about scoring political points in 
an election year—the disaster in 
Darfur rages on. 

It has been nearly 4 weeks since a 
peace agreement was signed between 
the Sudanese Government and one of 
the rebel groups, but violence, hunger 
and disease continue to claim innocent 
lives. 

Jan Egeland, United Nations Under- 
Secretary General for Humanitarian 
Affairs, recently described the humani-
tarian situation in Darfur as being on 
the verge of collapse. 

In the midst of this calamity, the 
Senate is focused on other matters. 
Gay marriage. Next it will be flag 
burning. And then full repeal of the es-
tate tax, to benefit the wealthiest of 
the wealthy. Solutions in search of a 
problem, while whole villages burn, 
their inhabitants are slaughtered, and 
relief organizations in Darfur struggle 
to cope without adequate resources. 

Between a quarter of a million and 
half a million people have perished in 
Darfur—mostly civilians whose vil-
lages have been reduced to ashes. 
Many, who escaped being shot or 
hacked to death, have died from hunger 
and disease. 

The Sudanese Government has ob-
structed the deployment of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Darfur. The Afri-
can Union has done its best, but with 
only 7,000 troops, inadequate resources, 
and a weak mandate to patrol a vast 
area with few roads, it has been unable 
to provide civilians with the protection 
they need. 

I am so very proud that two high 
school students in Vermont are setting 
a moral example for all Americans. 

Ben Rome and Brian Banks, seniors at 
Essex High School, outraged over the 
tragedy that is unfolding half a world 
away, felt compelled to do something 
about it. They have organized a public 
rally in Burlington, VT, for this com-
ing Sunday to bring Vermonters to-
gether to speak out about one of the 
worst human disasters in recent mem-
ory. I look forward to joining Ben and 
Brian and other concerned Vermonters 
this weekend. 

The supplemental appropriations bill 
for Iraq, Afghanistan, Hurricane 
Katrina recovery, and Sudan, which 
should be completed this week—and I 
hope we can find the time to pass it— 
contains additional funds to support 
the current level of peacekeepers in 
Darfur through the remainder of this 
year. This will help, but twice that 
amount is needed. 

The supplemental also provides addi-
tional funds for food and other humani-
tarian aid. It should shame the White 
House and the Congress to reflect on 
the fact that we know we are not doing 
enough. 

We also provide funds to support a 
Presidential special envoy for Sudan, 
to work in pursuit of peace in Darfur 
and stability throughout Sudan, north-
ern Uganda, and Chad. We need some-
one of the caliber of Senator Danforth 
to be working continuously to help 
solve the Darfur crisis. 

A tragedy like this is bigger than any 
of us as individuals, but it is not too 
big if we join together in constructive 
action—as individuals, as private relief 
organizations, and as nations. 

America is a great and good nation 
with the power to help stop this. But it 
will take sustained attention, and it 
will take the efforts of committed citi-
zens like Brian Banks and Ben Rome 
who, one by one, are opening the 
world’s eyes to a tragedy that must be 
stopped. 

f 

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS 
DAY 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today 
is National Hunger Awareness Day, and 
it is an opportunity for all of us to 
pledge a greater effort to deal more ef-
fectively with this festering problem 
that shames our Nation and has be-
come even more serious in recent 
years. Surely we can all do more to 
care for neighbors and fellow citizens 
who fall on hard times. 

The number of Americans living in 
hunger or on the brink of hunger now 
totals 38 million—5 million more than 
when President Bush took office. That 
total includes almost 14 million chil-
dren, 972,000 more since 2000. 

America’s Second Harvest, the na-
tion’s largest network of emergency 
food providers, recently conducted a se-
ries of interviews with its clients, and 
the report is astounding. Its emergency 
food providers serve 4.5 million dif-

ferent people a week—and 24 to 27 mil-
lion people a year. 

Over 36 percent of its clients are chil-
dren under 18 years old, and 10 percent 
are elderly. Another 36 percent of its 
clients live in households with at least 
one employed adult. 

These statistics are shameful. Our 
Nation’s neediest individuals should 
not be forced to choose between paying 
for food and paying the rent or paying 
for medicine. 

In Massachusetts, the Greater Boston 
Food Bank serves over 320,000 people a 
year—34 percent of them are under 18. 
All of us in the Commonwealth are 
grateful that we have food providers 
like the Greater Boston Food Bank, 
but they should not have to wage the 
battle alone. Government can’t stand 
idle in the face of this great tragedy. 
We have programs in place to fight 
hunger, but they continue to be under-
funded and underused. 

Day in and day out, the needs of mil-
lions of Americans living in hunger are 
ignored, and too often their voices have 
been silenced. Their battle is a con-
stant ongoing struggle. It undermines 
their productivity, their earning 
power, and their health. It keeps their 
children from concentrating and learn-
ing in school. We all need to do more to 
combat it. Government, corporations, 
communities, and citizens must work 
together to develop better policies and 
faster responses. 

In 1996, the Clinton administration 
pledged to begin an effort to cut hun-
ger in half in the United States by 2010, 
and the strong economy enabled us to 
make significant progress toward that 
goal. Hunger decreased steadily 
through 2000. We now have 4 years left 
to fulfill that commitment. 

The fastest, most direct way to re-
duce hunger in the Nation is to im-
prove and expand current Federal nu-
trition programs. Sadly, the current 
administration proposes to change 
proven and effective programs such as 
food stamps and the Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children. The administra-
tion also proposes to eliminate the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram, which provides modest food 
packages to low-income seniors and to 
mothers with children up to age 6. 

It is time to do more for the most 
vulnerable in our society. National 
Hunger Awareness Day is our chance to 
pledge to eradicate hunger in Amer-
ica—and to mean it when we say it. 

f 

HOLD ON S. 2012 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, up and 
down the coast of Oregon, fishermen, 
their families and communities are suf-
fering from the actions of the Sec-
retary of Commerce in curtailing the 
Klamath salmon fishery without offer-
ing the assistance they need to cope 
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with this disaster. Months ago the Pa-
cific Fishery Management Council rec-
ommended to the Secretary of Com-
merce that this salmon fishery be dras-
tically curtailed. The Secretary re-
sponded to the Council’s recommenda-
tion by slashing the quotas and lim-
iting the number of days and areas 
that could be fished. But despite nu-
merous pleas for help from the affected 
communities, the Secretary has done 
nothing for months and months to help 
out the fishers whose livelihood de-
pends on the Klamath salmon stocks. 

The Secretary’s continued inaction is 
not acceptable, and so I am objecting 
to any unanimous consent request for 
the Senate to proceed to or adopt S. 
2012, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Reau-
thorization Act of 2005 until the Senate 
can consider legislative steps that will 
help fishermen in Oregon and Cali-
fornia survive this disastrous fishing 
season. I make this objection con-
sistent with my policy of always an-
nouncing ‘‘holds’’ I may place on legis-
lation or nominations. 

The State of Oregon is seeking a 
Presidential emergency declaration for 
those affected by this Federal action, 
and I intend to work closely with the 
State and my colleagues here in the 
Senate to make sure Oregon’s fishing 
communities are not forgotten and 
that they receive the aid they will re-
quire to make it through this year. 

f 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE FIRST REPORTED AIDS CASE 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise to 

recognize a bittersweet occasion: the 
25th anniversary of the first reported 
AIDS case. June 5 will forever be a day 
to reflect upon the lives that have been 
impacted by the HIV/AIDS virus and 
the significant progress we have made 
in its detection, control, and treat-
ment. While much ground has been 
gained over the last quarter of a cen-
tury, there remains a great deal of 
work to be done. That is why I stand 
today to pledge a sustained commit-
ment to the global fight against HIV/ 
AIDS—a fight that we cannot abandon 
until and effective cure is discovered. 

Twenty-five years ago, Dr. Michael 
Gottlieb with the UCLA Hospital re-
ported an extremely rare pneumonia in 
five young gay men to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, CDC. 
One of these men, named ‘‘Chuck,’’ was 
from Oregon. Unbeknownst to Dr. 
Gottlieb, this seemingly insignificant 
incident ultimately evolved into one of 
the most significant health events of 
the modern era. It was 3 years later 
that the cause of this mysterious out-
break of pneumonia was attributed to 
the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, 
HIV. Sadly, for ‘‘Chuck’’ this discovery 
was made too late; he passed away 
shortly after he fell ill. 

Since 1981, an estimated 25 million 
individuals have died from the AIDS 

virus worldwide. What is even more 
alarming is that 16,000 new cases of 
HIV are diagnosed every day, quickly 
adding to the 40 million people who 
have already contracted the virus. Sta-
tistics such as these are disheartening 
given the scientific and medical 
progress we have made since the first 
cases of the illness were reported. 

In the United States, an estimated 
1.039 million to 1.185 million people 
were living with HIV at the end of 2003, 
a 20-percent increase over the esti-
mated number of cases at the end of 
2002. While the number of persons with 
HIV in Oregon is small relative to 
other States, we nevertheless saw an 
85-percent increase in the number of 
HIV-reported cases between 2002 and 
2003. Not since the height of the AIDS 
epidemic in the 1980s has there been so 
many Americans living with this ter-
rible illness. 

Congress has a great opportunity to 
further the domestic fight against HIV/ 
AIDS this year. Reauthorization of the 
Ryan White CARE Act currently is un-
derway, and I am confident that the 
House and the Senate can pass a bill by 
the end of this Congress that improves 
the scope and quality of services pro-
vided to those living with HIV/AIDS. 
As deliberations continue, it is impor-
tant that we focus upon improving the 
equitable distribution of resources to 
States, municipalities, and commu-
nity-based organizations, and that we 
not arbitrarily restrict their ability to 
provide the best care possible to those 
who need it. Nonprofit groups such as 
Cascade AIDS in Portland, OR, rely 
upon Ryan White CARE funds to offer 
a wide-range of both medical and social 
support services, like emergency hous-
ing and nutritional assistance. We 
must ensure that the changes we make 
to the CARE Act strengthen—not 
harm—the ability of organizations like 
Cascade AIDS to serve those living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

As we move forward with the annual 
appropriations process, it is important 
that we provide a much needed in-
crease in funding to all Ryan White 
CARE Act programs, but especially the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program, ADAP. 
A key component to the defense 
against HIV/AIDS is access to cutting- 
edge pharmaceutical treatments. These 
lifesaving medications are often so ex-
pensive that they remain out of reach 
to low-income and uninsured individ-
uals. ADAP bridges that gap and pro-
vides antiretroviral drugs and impor-
tant medical care to over 150,000 people 
each year. Unfortunately, ADAP’s his-
torical underfunding has accumulated 
to a point where almost $200 million is 
needed to meet outstanding need in the 
program. Congress must commit the 
necessary resources to meet the entire 
demand for ADAP’s services. We can-
not afford to lose the ground we have 
gained in the fight against HIV/AIDS 
by restricting access to critical phar-
maceutical treatments. 

As successful as ADAP has been at 
keeping individuals healthy and pro-
ductive, critical gaps in our approach 
to HIV treatment and prevention re-
main. For example, HIV positive indi-
viduals have access to treatment under 
Medicaid only after they have devel-
oped full-blown AIDS. To remedy this 
oversight, I introduced the Early 
Treatment for HIV Act, ETHA, S. 311, 
along with Senator HILLARY CLINTON. 
By providing access to HIV therapies 
and important medical care before 
such persons develop AIDS, ETHA 
would reduce overall Medicaid costs 
and, as important, improve the quality 
of life of those living with the virus. I 
ask my colleagues to consider this leg-
islation before the end of this session 
of Congress, so we can begin saving 
lives and dollars by increasing access 
to more effective and efficient HIV/ 
AIDS medical care. 

We have much to be proud of on the 
25th anniversary of the first reported 
AIDS case. The virus responsible for 
the epidemic has been identified; ap-
propriate treatments have been devel-
oped as a result of innovate medical re-
search; and governments and other or-
ganizations across the globe have com-
mitted significant resources to the con-
tinued fight against the disease. I am 
confident that in the near future we 
will be able to commemorate this day 
by celebrating the eradication of the 
pain and suffering that has been caused 
by HIV/AIDS since its discovery. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF HUNTER, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a community in 
North Dakota that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. On June 17, the 
residents of Hunter will gather to cele-
brate their community’s history and 
founding. 

Hunter has an interesting past that 
began with the founding of the city by 
John C. Hunter. It was also home to 
David H. Houston, the inventor of the 
roll-type film process later to be 
named Kodak. David subsequently sold 
the rights to this process to George 
Eastman from New York. 

The Hunter community prides itself 
on civic involvement. There are numer-
ous clubs to join and activities to par-
take in. The American Legion Auxil-
iary and the Albert Wallner Legion 
Post #44 are just two examples of the 
many active community clubs in Hun-
ter. 

The community has planned a won-
derful weekend celebration to com-
memorate its 125th anniversary. The 
celebration includes the dedication of 
the Veterans Memorial, a community 
parade, an all school reception, a kid’s 
carnival, a dance, local entertainment, 
and much more. 
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