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home to over 500 wineries, I believe and 
I think everyone would agree, the 
heart and soul of the American wine 
industry. So you might ask why it is 
that I would have introduced a resolu-
tion honoring a French wine tasting. 

As my colleague from California said, 
the fact of the matter is the Paris Wine 
Tasting of 1976 is the seminal event in 
the history of the U.S. wine industry. 
At that event, some of Europe’s great-
est wine critics, those from within the 
European wine community, chose U.S. 
wines as the winners of that tasting in 
a blind test. That is why that wine 
tasting is known even today as the 
tasting heard around the world. 

The Paris tasting was proof that 
American wine makers could compete 
with the best in the world, that wine 
makers like Warren Winiarski of 
Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars and Mike 
Grgich of Chateau Montelena, he now 
owns his own winery, but at the time 
he was the wine maker at Chateau 
Montelena, were in fact making some 
of the best wines in the world. 

Robert Parker, the world-renowned 
wine critic, put it best when he said, 
‘‘The Paris tasting destroyed the myth 
of French supremacy and marked the 
democratization of the wine world. It 
was a watershed in the history of 
wine.’’ 

The tasting served as a launching pad 
for an industry that has grown to be-
come a major contributor to our na-
tional economy, now totaling over $50 
billion a year. There are over 4,000 
commercial wineries throughout all 50 
States. Many of them are small family- 
owned businesses. The number has 
grown by 30 percent in the last 4 years, 
and the wine industry and the tourism 
that it generates employs over 250,000 
tax-paying Americans. 

It is, in fact, a great industry, and 
our wines are in fact the best. It is ap-
propriate that we take this time to 
commend those who participated in 
and the industry that has grown out of 
the Paris Wine Tasting of 1976. I urge 
all of my colleagues to vote in favor of 
this. I thank you for the courtesy of 
bringing this measure up tonight, both 
out of order and on the floor, recog-
nizing the 30th anniversary of this fa-
mous wine tasting. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me just say that Californians, 
whether Democrat or Republican, take 
their politics seriously. They do not al-
ways agree on all things, but I think 
they do agree and I think all of us can 
agree with them that California does in 
fact have some of the finest wines 
known to humankind. I am pleased to 
join with them in passing this resolu-
tion, and perhaps one of these days 
Representative THOMPSON might even 
make me an honorary member of that 
tasting club. 

Mr. Speaker, until 1976, France was gen-
erally regarded as having an unchallenged 

reputation as the foremost producer of the 
world’s best wines. In that year, a wine mer-
chant in Paris, Steven Spurrier, organized the 
prestigious wine tasting competition now 
known as the Paris Wine Tasting of 1976. 
Spurrier sold only French wines and later said 
‘‘I thought I had it rigged for the French wines 
to win.’’ 

The jury of nine testers in the wine competi-
tion included eight of France’s top wine tasting 
experts. Blind tasting was performed so that 
none of the judges knew the identity of the 
wines that were tasted. First to be tasted were 
white wines. The comparison included 
Chardonnays and matched the very best 
French Chardonnays from Burgundy against 
California Chardonnays. The winner was a 
California Chardonnay that was from Chateau 
Montelena and made by winemaker Mike 
Grgich. Third and fourth places also went to 
California Chardonnays. All nine judges 
awarded their top scores to either Chalone 
Winery or Chateau Montelena, both of Cali-
fornia. The red wines then were tasted. A Ca-
bernet Sauvignon from California’s Stag’s 
Leap Wine Cellars and produced by wine-
maker Warren Winiarski was chosen as the 
top wine of that type. 

The tasting results were surprising to the 
judges and wine connoisseurs worldwide. The 
lone reporter who attended the competition 
was from Time magazine, and that reporter’s 
story promptly revealed the results to the 
world. Leaders in the French wine industry 
banned Spurrier from the nation’s prestigious 
wine-tasting tour for a year, apparently as 
punishment for the damage his tasting had 
done to France’s image of superiority. And as 
recently as 2005, some of the judges still re-
fused to discuss the tasting, saying that to do 
so would have been ‘‘too painful.’’ 

This resolution recognizes and honors the 
30th anniversary of the California victory at the 
1976 Paris Wine Tasting and recognizes the 
historical significance of this event to the 
United States wine industry. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 399. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
the balance of my time, and I might re-
mind the gentleman from Illinois that 
wine tasting is a full-participation 
sport available to all over the age of 21. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just close by 
noting that many, many times Califor-
nia’s superiority as the grape wine cap-
ital of the world has been repeated in 
Paris. With that, I close by saying I eat 
French fries and drink California wine. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ISSA) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution, 
H. Con. Res. 399. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL TOURISM 
WEEK 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 729) supporting National 
Tourism Week. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 729 

Whereas travel and tourism has a major 
impact on the economy of the United States 
as the 3rd largest retail sales industry in the 
Nation; 

Whereas 1 out of every 7 people employed 
in the United States civilian labor force is 
directly or indirectly employed in the travel 
and tourism industry; 

Whereas international travel to the United 
States is the largest service export, having 
generated a trade surplus for 16 consecutive 
years, increasing 144 percent between 2003 to 
2004 to over $4 billion; 

Whereas, in 2005, travel and tourism-re-
lated expenditures reached $1 trillion, in-
cluding $596 billion in direct sales and $445 
billion in indirect sales, and supported 8 mil-
lion jobs; 

Whereas the Department of Commerce has 
released the 2004 international year-end ar-
rivals data, revealing that the level of inter-
national travel to the United States in-
creased by 12 percent from 2003 to 46 million 
in 2004, with overseas visitors increasing 13 
percent, to 20 million in 2004; 

Whereas domestic and international trav-
eler spending in the United States generated 
$99.4 billion in taxes for Federal, State and 
local governments in 2004; 

Whereas tourism contributes substantially 
to personal growth, education, appreciation 
of cross-cultural differences, and the en-
hancement of international understanding 
and good will; 

Whereas the abundant natural and man- 
made attractions of the United States and 
the hospitality of the American people es-
tablish the United States as the preeminent 
destination for both foreign and domestic 
travelers; 

Whereas National Tourism Week was es-
tablished by Congress in 1983, and first cele-
brated in May 1984, when President Ronald 
Reagan signed a proclamation urging citi-
zens to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities; 

Whereas, since 1984, National Tourism 
Week has been celebrated each May by the 
travel and tourism community, travel indus-
try associations, as well as many States, cit-
ies, and localities throughout the Nation; 
and 

Whereas May 13 through 21, 2006, is the 23rd 
annual National Tourism Week: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports National Tourism Week; and 
(2) requests that the President issue a 

proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States and interested groups to ob-
serve National Tourism Week with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ISSA) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
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have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of H. Res. 729, offered 

by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
FOLEY). I am also a cosponsor of this 
resolution, and cosponsor of it for a 
good reason. The $1.3 trillion industry 
in travel and tourism is one that both 
Florida and California enjoy, and peo-
ple from all over the world also enjoy 
it. The United States receives nearly 50 
million international visitors, spending 
over $100 billion a year while touring 
within our country. 

In fact, the United States is the num-
ber one tourist destination in the 
world. The Travel Industry Association 
says if not for the taxes generated by 
the travel and tourism, every house-
hold in America would pay over $900 
more in taxes each year to make up for 
the shortfall, much of that coming 
from foreign visitors. 

In addition, travel and tourism gen-
erate $100 billion in tax revenue for 
local, State and Federal governments. 
For this reason, it is important that we 
encourage and recognize the travel in-
dustry for its dedication to not only 
the accommodation of our vacation 
needs, but also in providing much-need-
ed jobs and revenue for our country 
each year. I urge all Members to come 
together to support the vitally impor-
tant travel and tourism industry by 
adopting H. Res. 729. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, people across the Na-
tion and around the world have enjoyed 
traveling across America to visit our 
magnificent cities, parks, museums, 
and our many other national historic 
and cultural sites. America provides 
countless opportunities to learn about 
and to enjoy our Nation’s immense va-
riety of attractions. 

The travel and tourism industry rep-
resents a vital part of the American 
economy. It is a $1.3 trillion industry 
in the United States, and $100 billion is 
generated each year in tax revenues for 
local, State and Federal governments. 
And with the total of 7.3 million Amer-
ican jobs related to travel, the travel 
and tourism industry is one of the 
country’s biggest employers. 

National Tourism Week was estab-
lished by Congress in 1983 and first 
celebrated in May of 1984 when Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan signed a proclama-
tion that urged citizens to observe the 
week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. Held each year from May 13 

to May 21, National Tourism Week pro-
vides the perfect platform upon which 
to challenge State tourism boards, city 
governments and other relevant enti-
ties to take a proactive role and to en-
gage in practices that protect and 
maximize their tourism assets. 

As a matter of fact, when I think of 
tourism, I think of my own congres-
sional district which includes down-
town Chicago with many of the sky-
scrapers, the Sears Tower, the Water 
Tower Place. King Tut is now on ex-
hibit in our city, and thousands of peo-
ple are coming each and every day. And 
so travel and tourism contribute to the 
cultural and social well-being of the 
Nation. I support this resolution and 
urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Illinois is quite right. On 
Monday I left several tourist dollars on 
the 95th floor of the John Hancock 
Building at that lovely, beautiful res-
taurant. Chicago is in fact a major 
tourist destination, and I have been to 
more trade shows than I care to, well, 
I care to remember them all. They 
were all quite good. Chicago hosts 
some wonderful McCormick-based fa-
cilities, and has some of the finest ho-
tels. I have not stayed in all of the fin-
est hotels, but you have some of the 
finest hotels. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
resolution to thank the travel and 
tourism industry for what they con-
tribute to our economy. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, at the start of the 
summer season we recognize the contribu-
tions of the travel and tourism industry by 
celebrating National Tourism Week. 

Over the last 22 years, our Nation has cele-
brated National Tourism Week, and rightfully 
so. This industry ranks first, second or third in 
nearly 60 percent of the country. 

Not only is tourism a dominant industry in 
the U.S. economy, but it is an industry that is 
present in every Congressional district. From 
sea to shining sea, to purple mountains maj-
esty, every corner of the U.S. contributes to 
the travel and tourism industry—Hawaii, Alas-
ka, Maine, Florida, California, and everything 
in between. 

The travel and tourism industry boasts 
heavy-hitting statistics on expenditures, reve-
nues, and jobs (the 3rd largest retail sales in-
dustry in the Nation; has generated a trade 
surplus for 16 consecutive years; supports 8 
million jobs; in 2005, expenditures reached $1 
trillion.). But that’s not all. The travel and tour-
ism industry produces something that cannot 
be quantified. There is no better way to under-
stand and appreciate a culture than to travel 
to that land and experience it. When people 
come to the U.S., they experience our culture 
and hospitality first hand, and almost without 
exception, their view of America changes for 
the better. In today’s world, this element is 
priceless. 

As co-chairs of the Congressional Travel & 
Tourism Caucus since 1997, Congressman 
FOLEY and I have worked hard to educate our 

colleagues about the significance of this indus-
try and all that it offers to our country. The 
caucus is over 100 members strong and con-
tinues to grow as more of my colleagues truly 
comprehend the magnitude of tourism. 

Travel is an integral part of the human ex-
perience, and I am pleased that we are hon-
oring the travel and tourism industry by putting 
forth this resolution celebrating National Tour-
ism Week. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 729, resolution sponsored 
by my friend and colleague MARK FOLEY, the 
Co-Chair of the Travel and Tourism Caucus 
along with members of the Caucus including 
myself, in support of National Tourism Week. 

It is worth repeating, Mr. Speaker, as the 
resolution points out, Travel and Tourism as 
the 3rd largest retail sales industry in the Na-
tion, has a major impact on the economy of 
the United States. One out of every 7 people 
employed in the United States civilian labor 
force is directly or indirectly employed in the 
travel and tourism industry. International travel 
to the United States is the largest service ex-
port, generating a trade surplus for 16 con-
secutive years, increasing 144 percent be-
tween 2003 and 2004 to over $4 billion. And, 
in 2005 alone, travel and tourism-related ex-
penditures reached $1 trillion, including $596 
billion in direct sales and $445 billion in indi-
rect sales, and supported 8 million jobs. 

As someone who represents an area where 
tourism is our number one industry, I am 
proud to report that despite increases in the 
price of oil, the tourism industry in the Virgin 
Islands have been doing exceptionally well 
over the last couple of years. 

According to the Virgin Islands Bureau of 
Economic Research, the industry was one of 
the strongest performers and main contributor 
to the economic performance during 2004 with 
increases in both air and cruise ship pas-
sengers. Total visitors in the Territory in fiscal 
year 2004 reached a record 2.6 million, up 12 
percent over 2003. 

The BER projects, barring any significant 
shocks, that visitor arrival will peak at 2.7 mil-
lion by the end of fiscal year 2005 and 2.8 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2006. 

Mr. Speaker, the Travel and Tourism indus-
try generates trillions of dollars in economic 
activity in the U.S. and as such it deserves all 
of our support. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port passage of H. Res. 729. 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
offer my support for House Resolution 729, a 
bill that I and Mr. FARR introduced recognizing 
the 23rd Annual National Tourism Week. 

First established by Congress in 1983, this 
annual event gives us an opportunity to recog-
nize the significant importance the Travel and 
Tourism Industry has on our economy. 

The travel and tourism industry is the life-
blood of many states around the country—in-
cluding Florida, California, New York and Ne-
vada, to name a few. Every Congressional 
District is impacted—that is every district with 
a restaurant, hotel, museum, national park, 
stadium, theater, campgrounds and beaches. 

Domestic travel and tourism-related spend-
ing has reached $1 trillion a year. There are 
over 8 million people in the food service, hos-
pitality and travel-related industries that rely on 
America’s vibrant and thriving travel industry. 
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As America’s third-largest retail sales indus-

try, nearly $100 billion dollars was generated 
in tax revenue for our local, state and federal 
governments in 2004. 

In addition, international travel to the United 
States is now the largest service export with a 
generated trade surplus for 16 consecutive 
years. 

For example, in my district there are visitors 
from all over the world who are drawn to our 
beautiful beaches, recreational lakes, habitat 
wildlife preserves and golf courses. In 2005, 
Florida collected over $3 billion in tourism and 
recreational sales, a reflection of $62 billion 
that went into the state’s economy during the 
year. 

So as some of us begin our summer travel, 
let us remember the tremendous impact the 
travel and tourism industry makes on all of our 
lives. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 729, Supporting 
National Tourism Week. National Tourism 
Week, established by Congress in 1983, cele-
brates tourism to our country, the hospitality of 
the American people, and the hard work done 
by the many Americans who are involved di-
rectly and indirectly in the tourism and hospi-
tality industry. This resolution highlights some 
of the major economic contributions that tour-
ism from domestic and international visitors 
has upon the U.S. economy, at the Federal, 
State and local levels. 

To quantify the U.S. tourism industry as one 
industry is challenging. In fact, the tourism in-
dustry in the U.S. is a conglomeration of many 
different industries, the leadership of many in-
dividuals at the national, State and local lev-
els, and the myriad dreams and interests of all 
those who come to enjoy America’s vacation 
spots, its natural wonders, and its historical 
areas of interest. The strength of the U.S. 
tourism industry is in its diversity and the di-
versity of the visitors it hosts. 

Tourism is vitally important to Guam. The 
Guam Visitors Bureau, led by Chairman David 
B. Tydingco, Vice Chairman Bruce 
Kloppenburg, General Manager Gerald S.A. 
Perez, Deputy General Manager Mary C. 
Torres, and its board members and other offi-
cers, continues its excellent work toward in-
creasing the numbers of visitors to Guam. The 
Guam Hotel and Restaurant Association, led 
by President David B. Tydingco, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors Bartly Jackson, and 
members of the board of directors, continue to 
ensure that the visitors to Guam receive a 
world-class level of hospitality, service, and 
entertainment during their stay on-island. The 
Guam Chamber of Commerce, under the able 
leadership of Chairman Michael T. Benito and 
President Eloise Baza, remains as the lead or-
ganization promoting the economic benefits of 
tourism to Guam and the general economic 
development of the island through the growth 
and diversification of Guam’s private sector. 

The vibrant, capable, and professional tour-
ism industry in the United States provides indi-
viduals, families, and groups the ability to see, 
to experience, and to become a part of the 
many wonderful tourist attractions located 
across the United States. In doing so, the U.S. 
tourism industry facilitates greater under-
standing of, respect for, and identification with 
American history, culture and society by both 

Americans and guests from foreign countries. 
National Tourism Week is the celebration of 
the effort to foster better relations between 
communities within the U.S. and around the 
world while growing, diversifying, and strength-
ening the U.S. economy by promoting travel 
and tourism to the United States. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ISSA) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 729. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MATTHEW LYON POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5245) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1 Marble Street in Fair Haven, 
Vermont, as the ‘‘Matthew Lyon Post 
Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5245 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MATTHEW LYON POST OFFICE BUILD-

ING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1 
Marble Street in Fair Haven, Vermont, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Matthew 
Lyon Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Matthew Lyon Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ISSA) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, born in County 

Wicklow, Ireland, Matthew Lyon was a 
printer, farmer, soldier and politician 
who came to America as an indentured 
servant at the age of 14 in 1764. During 
the Revolution, Matthew Lyon fought 
with Ethan Allen and the Green Moun-

tain Boys to capture Fort Ticonderoga. 
He later resigned from the Army in 
1778, and became a member of the 
Vermont House of Representatives 
from 1779 to 1783. 

During this time he built and oper-
ated various kinds of mills, including 
one to manufacture paper. He also es-
tablished a printing office in 1793 and 
published the Farmers’ Library. In ad-
dition, he created the Fair Haven Ga-
zette, a weekly newspaper, and served 
as publisher and editor while using the 
paper to express his political opinions 
in the early years of our Republic. 

Lyon was elected as a Republican to 
the Fifth and Sixth Congresses, but 
was not a candidate for renomination 
in 1800. He then went on to relocate to 
the State of Kentucky in 1801, and set-
tled in Caldwell County, now Lyon 
County, and became a member of the 
House of Representatives of Kentucky 
in 1802. 

He was then elected to the Eighth 
Congress and to three successive Con-
gresses until he was unsuccessful in 
seeking reelection in 1810. He is cer-
tainly one of our Founding Fathers, 
and it is long overdue for him to be rec-
ognized with this post office. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 2230 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

As a member of the Government Re-
form Committee, I am pleased to join 
my colleague in consideration of H.R. 
5245, legislation naming the postal fa-
cility at 1 Marble Street in Fair Haven, 
Vermont, after Matthew Lyon. This 
bill, which was sponsored by Rep-
resentative BERNARD SANDERS of 
Vermont, was unanimously reported by 
our committee on May 4, 2006. 

Matthew Lyon was born in County 
Wicklow, Ireland, and in 1764, at the 
age of 14, emigrated to the United 
States as an indentured servant. It was 
not long before he was a free man and 
fighting alongside Ethan Allen and 
others in the famous battle of Ticon-
deroga. Lyon went on to settle in 
Vermont, founding the village of Fair 
Haven and later representing Vermont 
in Congress for two terms. 

Lyon was a fierce Jeffersonian Re-
publican and a staunch opponent of the 
Sedition Act. Lyon’s public opposition 
to the Sedition Act led him to be the 
first person arrested under the guise of 
the act. A dubious honor to some, per-
haps, was a badge of honor to this pro-
tector of free speech and liberty. Lyon 
would serve a 4-month prison sentence 
and become a champion of the move-
ment opposed to the Sedition Act. 

After serving two terms as the Rep-
resentative for Vermont and one term 
in the Kentucky State legislature, 
Lyon was elected to Congress again, 
this time as a Representative for the 
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