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hammered nine people to death. All 
lived within yards of railroad tracks 
throughout the plains of America. 

Small town shops sold out of pistols. 
People who never locked their doors 
sealed their windows afraid of this kill-
er on the loose. The killer? An illegal 
from Mexico. He hopped trains never 
knowing where he was going, but al-
ways knowing what would happen when 
he got there. To him every border, 
Mexican, U.S. or Canadian meant 
bloodshed and murder. 

He was arrested and released numer-
ous times. He was even arrested and de-
ported. He was sent home after car-
rying guns, defrauding Social Security, 
committing burglary, trespassing, even 
pretending to be an American citizen. 

But the border of Texas and Mexico 
is no border at all for this killer. He 
was only arrested for murder after he 
claimed the lives of nine American 
citizens. His first known murder victim 
was beaten to death just 2 years after 
his last deportation. The victim’s 
girlfriend was raped and beaten, but 
she survived and was found near rail-
road tracks. 

These deadly illegal invaders knew 
what they were doing, but they are not 
the only ones to track northward leav-
ing a trail of trouble. Their bold and 
brazen border crossings and thousands 
of others like them mean 12 legal citi-
zens will be murdered today, tomorrow, 
and every day. 

Lawlessness on the border breeds 
lawlessness in the heart of America. 
And 13 legal citizens will die because a 
drunk illegal got behind the wheel of a 
car. 

That occurs today, and tomorrow, 
and every day. That is 28,000 homicides 
by illegals since 2003, 10 times the num-
ber of U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be. 
And there is more. Eight children will 
be sexually abused by illegal perverts 
who will cross the line, cross over our 
open borders. 

That is today, that is tomorrow, and 
it is every day. Lawless on the border 
breeds lawlessness in the heart of 
America. 

Not all illegal immigrants are crimi-
nals. But some are. And when all cross 
the border, they break the law with 
their first step on American soil. And 
their first crime may not be their last. 

Mr. Speaker, they are not just tres-
passing on our soil, they are laughing 
at our laws. They are violating our val-
ues. They are shattering our safety. 

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be. It 
must be stopped with a sealed border, 
and a common sense immigration proc-
ess that puts America first. 

And to the pandering politicians who 
prefer a plan of patronizing to the 
illegals to the detriment of citizens 
and legal immigrants, shame on you 
for your un-American policy. That’s 
just the way it is. 

RECOGNIZING BILLY CASPER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I wanted 
to rise today to talk about an Amer-
ican hero, a hero from San Diego, Cali-
fornia, Billy Casper, one of the great 
athletes to ever stride the greens and 
fairways of America’s golf courses and 
compete in national and international 
tournaments with a great successful 
record, but also one of the greatest 
family men and greatest husbands, 
greatest father, greatest grandfathers 
who ever had a family in San Diego or 
helped a community or did all of the 
great things that Billy Casper has 
done. 

I have got my friend, Mr. ISSA, to 
talk with me a little bit about Billy 
Casper. But Billy Casper was a great 
golfer. And he is celebrating, we are 
celebrating here, his first victory 
which was the LaBatt Open in Canada. 
I think he was 22 years old at the time. 

I think he had at that time had mar-
ried Shirley, who was his high school 
sweetheart from Chula Vista, and he 
followed that victory, the LaBatt 
Open, with some 50 more PGA profes-
sional victories, including two U.S. 
Opens and a Masters. 

You know, people once said, Mr. 
Speaker, I know you coming from Long 
Beach, and then ultimately the entire 
State of California as our former At-
torney General, you knew about Billy 
Casper, because he was a guy who was 
called by Johnny Miller, as the guy 
who had the greatest set of hands in 
golf, meaning one of the greatest 
touches. 

He had what I think is the most 
memorable come-from-behind victory 
in the history of major golf in 1966, 
when he demonstrated those great 
hands when he was 7 shots behind the 
great Arnold Palmer in the closing 9 
holes of the U.S. Open, 1966, playing at 
Olympic Country Club in San Fran-
cisco, and Billy Casper closed out with 
a 32 on the back 9 at Olympic, which is 
nearly miraculous. 

He tied Arnold Palmer and he beat 
him the next day in a playoff with a 69. 
Now, they had The Big Three of Golf, 
Mr. Speaker. It was called Player, 
Palmer and Nicklaus. They needed the 
Big Three because between 1964 and 
1970, they needed all three of their 
tournament victories added together to 
have more than Billy Casper because 
he had 4 more victories during that pe-
riod than the great Jack Nicklaus, and 
he had more victories than Arnie and 
Gary Player together. 

It is neat to be here with Mr. ISSA 
from San Diego and talk about this 
American hero, this San Diego sports 
hero, Billy Casper. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA). 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I know you 
join with Mr. HUNTER and myself in 

recognizing the importance of Cali-
fornia, and particularly San Diego as 
the golf club production and design 
capital of America. But a club is just 
what it sounds like unless you put it in 
the hands of somebody like Billy Cas-
per, somebody who can do what Dun-
can Hunter cannot do, and I guarantee 
I cannot do with a club and that is 
make it send a ball straight and true or 
hook it if you need to hook it to make 
that special shot. Billy Casper had that 
talent, used that talent and was a great 
ambassador for our country here and 
around the world. I think it is very ap-
propriate that we honor him here on 
the floor of the House tonight. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thank Mr. ISSA for 
his contribution here, because Billy 
Casper has not only touched the hearts 
or touch the minds and memories of 
lots of sports writers and people who 
read those sports pages when he was 
amassing those 51 professional vic-
tories, but he touched the hearts of so 
many young people. And he and Shir-
ley, his wonderful wife, have hearts as 
big as the 18th green at San Diego 
Country Club, and they have touched 
the lives of literally thousands and 
thousands of young people through the 
scholarship funds that they put to-
gether, through all the help they put 
together through Billy’s annual tour-
nament. 

If you walk up to Billy Casper on the 
golf course, here is a guy who won a 
couple U.S. Opens and the Masters and 
a guy who lives in this era where sports 
idols charge money for their auto-
graphs. Billy Casper will stop what he 
is doing, he will look you in the eye, 
and if you are a young person he will 
really pay a lot of attention to you. He 
and Shirley are absolutely the greatest 
examples of what families should be 
like in this country. So it is neat to be 
here with my great colleague Darryl 
Issa and talk a little bit about this 
American hero, Billy Casper. 

f 

b 2310 

HONORING NORTH CAROLINA’S 
BEEKEEPERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the many of the hard work-
ing beekeepers in North Carolina’s fifth 
congressional district. Beekeepers play 
an extremely important role in our so-
ciety and often do not get the recogni-
tion they deserve. 

Back in 1905, an obscure Swiss patent 
clerk named Albert Einstein published 
three papers that would later result in 
his receiving the Nobel Prize. During 
that same year, he gave a speech on a 
subject that fascinated him greatly, 
the marvelous honey bee. He said, ‘‘If 
the bee disappeared off the surface of 
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the globe, then man would only have 
four years left to live.’’ 

Back then, much like it is today, the 
survival of the honey bee was threat-
ened by pests and climate. The honey 
bee survived the challenges of Dr. Ein-
stein’s time but new obstacles have 
also emerged. Despite these challenges 
I am sure that Dr. Einstein would be 
happy to know that the honey bee is 
alive and well in North Carolina. 

Next year the North Carolina State 
Bee Keeping Association celebrates its 
90th year of helping local beekeepers 
succeed. I am happy to report that the 
association has seen a 58 percent in-
crease in membership in just the past 2 
years and now has more than 1,900 dues 
paying members. The organization is 
run entirely by volunteers without a 
single full time paid staff member. It is 
the largest bee keeping association of 
its kind in the Nation and some folks 
tell me the best. 

According to Dr. David Tarpy, North 
Carolina State Agriculturist and head 
of the agricultural program at North 
Carolina State University, there are 
some 10,000 hobbiest beekeepers in 
North Carolina. I am proud of our 
North Carolina beekeepers and I want 
to tell you why. But first perhaps we 
should answer a basic question. Why do 
so many grown men and women fawn 
over this tiny insect and weighs less 
than an ounce and is so small it can 
rest on your fingernail? The answer re-
veals the secret of why so many are so 
passionate about their apiary hobby. 

If you call the office in the North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture 
that works with beekeepers, you will 
be greeted by the words, ‘‘beneficial in-
sects.’’ After all, the honey bee is one 
of God’s most beneficial creatures. She 
makes sweet honey that mankind has 
enjoyed for most of his time on the 
planet. The 100,000 colonies of bees 
managed by North Carolina beekeepers 
produce some $10 million worth of 
honey, almost all of which is consumed 
within the State. Some say our honey, 
especially the wonderful sourwood 
honey produced in the mountains, is 
just too good to send away. 

The honey bee also pollinates 90 or 
more important food crops, a third of 
all the food we eat. Without proper pol-
lination, many of these crops would 
not produce fruit. The value of honey 
bee pollination to North Carolina agri-
culture exceeds $100 million and is 
growing. Cucumbers are ninety percent 
dependent on honey bee pollination, 
blueberries 80 percent. Apples, melons 
and many vegetables are also depend-
ent on the honey bee. 

There is much more to this little bee 
than the delicious honey they make 
and even crops they pollinate. Modern 
medicine is returning to the old ways 
and rediscovering the practical use of 
many products from the hive in pre-
venting and curing disease. Honey was 
used to treat burns and minor wounds 

by the ancient Greek, Chinese, Roman 
and Egyptian civilizations. The jelly 
that worker bees use to grow their new 
baby queens is a highly valued and ex-
pensive cosmetic. Pure beeswax makes 
wonderful candles and is a reliable in-
dustrial grade lubricant. There is much 
anecdotal evidence that bee venom is 
an effective remedy for arthritis and 
multiple sclerosis. And most recently, 
sticky, resinous propolis from the hive, 
once considered a nuisance is now the 
subject of a major cancer treatment re-
search project at Wake Forest Univer-
sity. 

Speaker after speaker at the annual 
beekeeping conferences tell us that 
North Carolina has the best State wide 
organization of beekeepers in the en-
tire Nation. Many people in many orga-
nizations deserve credit for this suc-
cess. 

In 1975 Dr. John Ambrose came to 
work for North Carolina State Univer-
sity as an extension bee keeping spe-
cialist. Dr. Ambrose led an important 
era of growth for beekeeping in North 
Carolina, expanding the position to a 
major teaching and research position 
that is now held by Dr. Tarpy. This po-
sition is one of the best of its kind in 
the entire Nation. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
bee labs also play an important role in 
finding and developing new ways to 
protect of the honey bee. 

J.D. Foust has been president of the 
North Carolina association of Bee-
keepers for the past 3 years and has led 
the organization through its fastest 
growth ever. Brady Mullinax of 
Forsyth County, has been a stalwart in 
the organization for more than half a 
century. Steve and Sandy Forrest, pro-
prietor of Brushy Mountain Bee Farm 
in Wilkesboro, have build a thriving 
business out of supplying beekeepers 
with equipment and supplies and are 
now the third largest beekeeping sup-
plier in the entire Nation. 

The typical beekeeper in North Caro-
lina not unlike the solitary yeoman 
farmer who, with an ax and hoe, carved 
North Carolina’s vast agri-business 
economy from the wilderness that once 
swept from the Atlantic and Mis-
sissippi River. He takes his chances 
and usually at the end of another sea-
son, there is sufficient honey for him 
to sell at his roadside stand and leave 
enough for the bees to survive another 
winter. 

For many beekeepers in my district 
the honey they produce is their Christ-
mas money and an important part of 
their annual disposable income. I am 
proud of our beekeepers, for they are 
the residual spirit of the early pioneers 
who built this country on little more 
than strong backs and a desire to be 
free. 

If Albert Einstein was correct in his 
fear that the survival of mankind de-
pends in large part on the survival of 
the honey bee, I am confident that the 

honey bee is in safe hands among so 
many North Carolina passionate bee-
keepers. 

f 

b 2320 

HONORING JUDGE WILLIAM M. 
STEGER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, America, Texas and East Texas 
mourn the loss of Federal District 
Court Judge William Merritt Steger. 

As former law clerk and good friend 
Andy Tindel said, ‘‘Judge Steger was 
one of the finest, fairest, most honest 
man I have ever had the privilege of 
practicing law before.’’ 

While Bill Steger was studying 
prelaw, the Japanese bombed Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941. And within 
24 hours the 21-year-old had withdrawn 
from Baylor University and volun-
teered for service. The Dallas native 
has always wanted the opportunity to 
become a pilot, and with the Nation en-
tering World War II, he took a chance. 

On November 9, 1942, he got his 
wings. Then after training he was sent 
to Casablanca and flew 56 combat mis-
sions for which he received an air 
medal and four oak leaf clusters. 

While later training other pilots, 
Captain Steger also tested the first 
U.S. jet airplanes. 

Once his Nation was secure, Bill 
Steger went back to school and re-
ceived his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University, that is, their law 
school. 

He married his wife, Ann 
Hollandsworth Steger, on Valentine’s 
Day in 1948. They had one child, the 
late Merritt Reed Steger, who was one 
of my younger brother David’s closest 
friends. 

Judge Steger entered and engaged in 
private practice in Longview and Tyler 
and headed up numerous east Texas 
campaign clubs for Dwight D. Eisen-
hower for President. After the election, 
President Eisenhower appointed Judge 
Steger in 1953 to the position of U.S. 
attorney for East Texas at the young 
age of 32. 

In 1960, he and a good friend debated 
which one should run for governor and 
which one should run for senator. Their 
goal was to bring the Republican party 
into popularity in the State of Texas. 
Because Texas was conservative, it 
seemed to Judge Steger that it would 
be a good fit, but he was blazing a trail. 
He ended up being the one to run for 
governor against a very popular John 
Connally, and Judge Steger’s good 
friend John Tower ran for senator. The 
Republican party had never before then 
received enough votes to hold a pri-
mary, and though Judge Steger knew 
he would not win the race, he hoped he 
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