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between the developing and developed 
nations. The great divide between 
North and South, between haves and 
have-nots is as dangerous as the divide 
between Eastern and Western blocs 
ever was during the Cold War. We have 
to do our utmost to reach the U.N.’s 
millennium goals of reducing poverty 
in the developing world. 

Brutal and unremitting poverty is a 
scourge, unsolved in spite of decades of 
massive international aid and count-
less well-meant programs. Clearly, the 
quality of governance in aid-receiving 
countries has a crucial role to play, as 
well as their readiness to foster re-
forms and progress. But the quality of 
aid-providing efforts also needs to be 
improved. We need better international 
coordination of results-oriented pro-
grams, which should be constantly 
monitored for their effectiveness. 

The worldwide spread of terrorism as 
well as the growing signs of intolerance 
and xenophobia in many countries un-
derscore the urgent worldwide need for 
a meaningful and sustained dialogue 
between civilizations. As already rec-
ognized at the Millennium General As-
sembly of the United Nations, our com-
mon goal is to overcome the prejudice, 
misperceptions and polarization that 
stand as barriers to better under-
standing and consensus among mem-
bers of different races, religions and 
cultures. 

Due to the enormous importance of 
nuclear nonproliferation, the world’s 
democracies should maintain a coher-
ent position regarding the nuclear pro-
gram of Iran. We welcome the recent 
joint initiatives by the United States, 
the United Nations Security Council 
and the European Union to offer a con-
structive solution to the Iranian nu-
clear issue and hope that the Iranian 
leadership will respond in kind. 

The longstanding conflict in the Mid-
dle East remains a major source of 
world tensions. We fully empathize 
with the desire of the Jewish people to 
live on their ancestral land in security 
and at peace with their neighbors. We 
also wish to see a free and prosperous 
Palestinian state coexist, peacefully, 
side by side with the State of Israel. 
For this to be achieved, the Hamas-led 
Palestinian administration must abide 
by previously signed international 
agreements. There is no other way. 

Education could play an important 
role in immunizing our societies 
against the dangers of extremism and 
prejudice. Children should not be raised 
in hatred; societies should have more 
constructive goals than the endless 
cultivation of grievances and the stark 
division of the human race into ‘‘us’’ 
and ‘‘them.’’ 

Every society has experienced some 
dark events in its history, at times as 
victim, at others as perpetrator or col-
laborator. We must inform our children 
of our past mistakes, so that these may 
never be repeated again. An objective 

evaluation of the legacy of the past 
will free us to address the challenges of 
the future. We in Latvia believe in the 
importance of research, remembrance, 
and education, even on the most sen-
sitive issues. This includes the crimes 
of the Holocaust while Latvia was 
under Nazi German occupation, as well 
as the crimes committed in the name 
of Communism under the Soviet occu-
pation regime. 

It is also the duty of each country to 
preserve its historic, cultural, and reli-
gious heritage. Latvia is a country 
with a multiethnic and multireligious 
mosaic. We are proud of our ethnic 
communities and of the contributions 
that their sons and daughters have 
made to Latvia’s human, economic, 
and cultural development. As a plural-
istic and flourishing democracy, we 
enjoy freedom of religion and have 
been gradually renewing the houses of 
worship of different faiths, including 
the many desecrated Lutheran church-
es, desecrated in Communist times. 
Soon after recovering our independ-
ence, we received a visit by Pope John 
Paul II. Last month, the Patriarch of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, Aleksey 
II, paid a historic visit to my country. 
Just recently, with the support of the 
U.S. Government and the family of the 
late Latvian-born painter Mark 
Rothko, I attended the reconsecration 
ceremony of a reconstructed Jewish 
synagogue in the city of Daugavpils. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, dis-
tinguished Members of Congress, fanat-
icism and extremism remain a scourge 
of humanity, as they have been for 
many centuries. Violence and hatred 
continue to plague many nations and 
block their road to achieving progress. 
Greed, opportunism, and brute force 
oppress many peoples and deny them 
the most basic of human rights. Yet 
just as clearly, the world also knows 
charity, compassion, and the desire for 
kindness. Human beings everywhere 
are capable of change, and change for 
the better. 

Again and again in history, we have 
seen the victory of freedom over tyr-
anny, exploitation and chaos. It may 
take decades, as it did for Latvia, but 
we did gain the freedom that is ours by 
right. We know the value of freedom 
and feel compassion for those who are 
still deprived of it. We know the price 
of freedom, for we have paid for it, and 
we would be ready to do it again and 
again. 

Every nation on Earth is entitled to 
freedom. It is a dream that must be 
kept alive, no matter how long it takes 
or how hard it is to achieve. We must 
share the dream that someday there 
won’t be a tyranny left anywhere in 
the world. We must work for a future 
where every nation on Earth will have 
thrown off the shackles of injustice and 
of oppression, and where every person 
on Earth will enjoy the same rights 
and liberties that now are the privilege 

of the more democratic and the more 
developed countries. It will take time, 
it will take effort, but it must happen. 
And it will happen all the sooner the 
better we learn to work for it and plan 
for it, all of us, large and small, to-
gether. 

[Applause, the Members rising.] 
At 11 o’clock and 40 minutes a.m., 

Her Excellency Dr. Vaira Vike- 
Freiberga, President of the Republic of 
Latvia, accompanied by the committee 
of escort, retired from the Hall of the 
House of Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the Acting Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps from the Chamber. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 

b 1225 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOOZMAN) at 12 o’clock 
and 25 minutes p.m. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the proceedings had 
during the recess be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

TAX RELIEF HELPS OUR ECONOMY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, a few weeks 
ago, the U.S. Department of Commerce 
reported that our Nation’s real gross 
domestic product was revised from 4.8 
percent up to 5.3 percent. That is the 
fastest growth of our GDP in 21⁄2 years. 
That is not the only good news. Our 
economy has created 5.3 million jobs 
since May 2003. 75,000 jobs were created 
last month alone. Unemployment has 
dropped from 6.3 percent to 4.7 percent, 
lower than the average of the 1960s, 
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1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Personal income 
increased at an annual rate of 6.7 per-
cent in April. The Treasury Depart-
ment is reporting the highest annual 
tax receipts ever. The Federal budget 
deficit is $38 billion lower today than 
in May 2003. Last month Republicans 
approved a tax conference agreement 
that will continue this economic boom, 
and once again, the Democrats fought 
to stop it. In fact, if Democrats had 
their way, we would all face a massive 
tax hike. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans will 
continue to hold the line on spending 
and extend tax relief for all Americans. 
We know that these for-growth policies 
work, and they will continue to foster 
economic growth. 

f 

REFINERY PERMIT PROCESS 
SCHEDULE ACT 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
beginning to sound like a broken 
record around here: another week of 
record high gas prices, another Repub-
lican bill that benefits oil companies 
without helping consumers. Five years 
of Republicans’ failed energy policies 
have resulted in Americans paying 
twice as much at the pump as they did 
in 2001, while big oil companies make 
triple the profits. 

To distract Americans from this fact, 
Republicans have put forth the pro-oil 
company bills like the current Refin-
ery Permit Process Schedule Act which 
they claim will lower fuel costs for 
consumers by allowing oil companies 
to drill more freely. Instead, the bill 
simply offers yet another needless 
handout to large oil companies in the 
form of weakened local regulation 
where any local public health and envi-
ronmental concern could be ignored. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of taking initia-
tive and moving forward with real solu-
tions to the growing fuel crisis in our 
country, Republicans offer more of the 
same. This is just another handout to 
Big Oil, which is exactly what got us 
into this mess. Democrats have put 
forth a real plan for energy independ-
ence by 2020. Americans know it is 
time for a change. 

f 

BROADCAST DECENCY 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the effort to 
bring real decency standards to our air-
waves is taking a major step forward 
this week. A couple of weeks ago, the 
Senate passed the Broadcast Decency 
Enforcement Act ending months of in-
action by that body on the issue, and 
the House had passed its own version 
earlier last year. 

While there are differences between 
the two bills, they both send a clear 
message: If you violate decency stand-
ards over broadcast airwaves, you will 
pay a price, a big price. Under current 
law, fines are limited to $32,500 per vio-
lation. The bill we will vote on today 
gives the FCC real teeth to enforce de-
cency standards by increasing fines to 
10 times that amount. Broadcasters 
will think twice about airing obscene 
material if they know it will cost them 
more than a quarter million dollars to 
do so. 

Mr. Speaker, common decency is 
under attack in our society. The air-
waves often lead the charge. Broadcast 
decency legislation seeks to do some-
thing about that. I applaud my col-
leagues in the House and Senate for 
acting on the issue, urge the Members 
to vote for the bill, send it to the Presi-
dent for his signature, and once again, 
enforce broadcast decency laws in our 
country. 

f 

b 1230 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S CONFIDENCE 
DAY 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the first National Women’s 
Confidence Day. This is a joint effort of 
YWCA–USA CEO Peggy Sanchez Mills 
and superstar Queen Latifa, and I am 
absolutely thrilled that they are able 
to join us today in the gallery. Thank 
you so much for coming. 

Today and every first Wednesday in 
June hereafter will be National Wom-
en’s Confidence Day. This event is a re-
minder to women everywhere to have 
self-respect and to empower themselves 
with confidence every single day, an 
opportunity for women to get involved 
in helping other women to live a more 
confident and fulfilling life and a trib-
ute to women who help other women 
gain self-confidence and self-esteem. 

The goal of National Women’s Con-
fidence Day is to raise public aware-
ness and celebrate the positive impact 
of confidence on women’s personal and 
professional lives. This is one that I 
support and applaud. I invite everyone 
to join us in encouraging all women 
across America to have the confidence 
to make change. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members that it is 
against the rules to introduce guests in 
the gallery. 

f 

HONORING OUR MILITARY 
MEMBERS 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
just returned from Iraq where I had the 
privilege of spending Memorial Day 
with our troops from Florida. I went to 
Iraq for two reasons: First, to say 
thank you to our troops for their serv-
ice; and, second, to see for myself how 
things were going in Iraq by meeting 
with our generals, our soldiers, and the 
Iraqi leaders. 

The day I was there was quite hot, 
115 degrees, and it was violent. Forty 
people were killed while I was there, 
including one U.S. soldier and two CBS 
news employees. I was so impressed 
with the bravery of our soldiers. For 
example, one soldier had his helicopter 
shot out of the sky. Upon landing, he 
replaced the blades in the helicopter 
with brand-new blades and went right 
back into battle. 

Regardless of how you feel about the 
war in Iraq, realize that our troops are 
in harm’s way, they are performing 
very bravely, and they deserve our sup-
port 100 percent in the U.S. Congress. 

f 

TIME FOR A NEW AGENDA IN 
WASHINGTON 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today because I feel a 
great injustice is being done to our Na-
tion. It seems that our Republican col-
leagues decided to place the concerns 
of the American people aside so they 
can continue to divide us. Mr. Speaker, 
our country needs solutions to prob-
lems. Unfortunately, the majority is so 
out of touch with the average citizens 
of this Nation, they refuse to see the 
true important issues. Americans are 
worried about how they are going to 
pay for their children’s college tuition. 
That is why we have a plan on helping 
parents better afford college by dou-
bling the amount they can write off for 
their children’s tuition. 

America is worried about how they 
are going to pay for their high energy 
bills. That is why we need an energy 
package that ends our dependence on 
foreign oil. 

These are issues that are important 
to all our citizens. We need a change 
from the ‘‘no solution’’ rhetoric of our 
colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle. The American citizens are tired 
of the division of our Nation. We need 
to unite our Nation and begin to gov-
ern not just for the few but for all. 
That is what we have been elected to 
do and that is what we should demand 
of ourselves. It is time for a new agen-
da here in Washington, one that fo-
cuses on the issues of all Americans, 
not just the few. 
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