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which transferred power to successive 
governments through peaceful, demo-
cratic processes. 

In this context, while the King has 
circumscribed constitutional powers, 
he also exerts strong informal influ-
ence, which he has used from time to 
time to resolve political disputes that 
jeopardize national stability. 

In closing, I would note that the res-
olution before us is being amended to 
reflect the fact that late last month, 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan pre-
sented the United Nations first Human 
Development Lifetime Achievement 
Award to the King, hailing the Thai 
monarch’s efforts to help the poorest 
and most vulnerable people in his king-
dom as an example for the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend my 
dear colleague and chairman of the 
Asia Pacific Subcommittee on Inter-
national Relations, the distinguished 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH), for 
his authorship of this important reso-
lution. 

Mr. Speaker, as the world’s oldest de-
mocracy, the American Government 
rarely takes the time to mark impor-
tant events in the lives of the world’s 
few remaining monarchs. The key deci-
sions affecting the livelihood of na-
tions and the stability of the world sys-
tem are made in the halls of par-
liaments and in the offices of presi-
dents and prime ministers around the 
world. 

But a handful of the world’s mon-
archs continue to play a critically im-
portant role in the lives of their na-
tions, and are worthy of our praise and 
admiration. The King of Thailand is 
just such a monarch. 

As Thailand celebrates the 60th anni-
versary of the King’s ascension to the 
throne, it is important to remember 
the King’s many contributions to the 
prosperity and stability of our closest 
ally in Southeast Asia. 

While Thailand is governed by demo-
cratically elected parliament and 
prime minister, the King has kept a 
firm hand on the tiller of the nation. 
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After a military coup in 1992 in which 

hundreds of Thai citizens were killed in 
the streets of Bangkok, the King sum-
moned the general to a nationally tele-
vised audience. The Thai people 
watched as the general crawled across 
a carpet to the feet of the monarch 
where he was promptly upbraided for 
his actions which threatened the sta-
bility of the nation. The general 
promptly resigned and democracy was 
restored. 

Just over the past few months the 
King again has played an important 

role in resolving a political crisis 
which had led to large street dem-
onstrations in Bangkok. After strong 
words from the King, Thailand’s judici-
ary moved to approve a new round of 
national elections in which all of the 
major political parties will participate. 

The King’s ability to influence the 
outcome of these two events is directly 
related to the enormous esteem in 
which he is held by the good people of 
Thailand. The Thais, from all walks of 
life, greatly respect and admire the 
King and give much credence to his 
words as well as his actions. 

Thailand’s democratic development 
under the King’s leadership has greatly 
enhanced U.S.-Thai relations. Our two 
nations remain treaty allies, and Thai-
land was designated as a major non- 
NATO ally in 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, Thailand also made sig-
nificant contributions to the recon-
struction of Afghanistan and Iraq and 
has participated in many vital United 
Nations peacekeeping missions. Eco-
nomic ties between the United States 
and Thailand have also grown signifi-
cantly over the past decade. 

With the passage of this resolution, 
Congress not only commemorates the 
60th anniversary of the King’s ascen-
sion to the throne, it also celebrates 
the strength of the U.S.-Thai relation-
ship and Thailand’s many contribu-
tions to regional and international se-
curity. 

It has been my personal experience 
also, you know who your friends are, 
and I remember this as a Vietnam vet-
eran, Thailand was there and stood 
with us. 

It might also be of interest to our 
colleagues, it so happens that the num-
ber one golfer in the world’s mother is 
from Thailand, Mr. Tiger Woods. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I know that 
our relationship between our two na-
tions could not be closer. And again, I 
commend the gentleman from Iowa for 
introducing this resolution. 

I also want to commend the chair-
man of our committee, Mr. HYDE, and 
our senior ranking member, Mr. LAN-
TOS, for their support and leadership in 
bringing this resolution to the floor. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 409, Commemo-
rating the 60th anniversary of the ascension to 
the throne of His Majesty King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej of Thailand. This resolution honors 
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, his ac-
complishments toward social justice, growth 
with equity, human security, democratic gov-
ernance, and sustainability for his county and 
people, and the special relationship between 
the United States and Thailand. 

King Adulyadej led Thailand as it adopted a 
democratic form of government. This is an im-
portant accomplishment and one that is great-
ly valued by the United States. Thailand’s 
commitment to strengthening its democracy is 
representative of the shared values between 
the people of our two countries. 

Also, Thailand’s commitment to fighting ter-
rorism in Asia and its cooperation in the Glob-

al War on Terror is further representative of 
the strong relationship between our govern-
ments. Further I commend King Adulyadej’s 
dedication to social justice and human rights. 
That the United Nations is awarding him the 
Human Development Lifetime Achievement 
Award is representative of his leadership on 
these issues. 

The people of Guam join in celebrating the 
60th anniversary of the ascension to the 
throne of His Majesty King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej of Thailand. We look forward to 
continued prosperity for both his Majesty and 
the people of Thailand. And it is my sincerest 
hope that the special relationship shared by 
our countries will grow stronger in the years to 
come. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 409, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at 4 o’clock 
and 17 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will now put questions on which fur-
ther proceedings were postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on H. 
Res. 842; 

Adoption of H. Res. 842, if ordered; 
Passage of H.R. 5521; 
Suspending the rules and passing S. 

193. 
The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes 

the time for any electronic vote after 
the first such vote in this series. 
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