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what happens to veterans in this coun-
try. 

Negligent policy and irresponsible 
budgets have endangered the care 
available to veterans. We have failed to 
adequately fund the VA health care 
system to improve the quality of 
health care, to reduce the wait times 
for all veterans. As good as the service 
is at VA hospitals like Brexfield, like 
Wade Park in greater Cleveland, all 
over Ohio, and all the VA clinics all 
over our State, veterans too often have 
to wait too long for care. We need to 
provide enhanced mental health care 
service for soldiers returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Returning veterans should have ac-
cess to first-rate education benefits 
through an enhanced 21st century GI 
bill and job training programs. Current 
benefits for vets with 4 years of active 
duty military service cover less than 
two-thirds of the average cost of tui-
tion and fees at a 4-year public college. 
We should be covering more of that 
cost. 

We must not forget, it is not just the 
veterans; it is the families and children 
of servicemembers and veterans who 
also are sacrificing for their country. 
We should recognize and reward their 
sacrifices by helping to ease the burden 
they carry while their loved ones are 
deployed. 

We should protect family budgets by 
giving tax breaks to maintain reserv-
ists’ family income. We should support 
tax incentives to help ensure that re-
servists called up for active duty do 
not suffer a pay cut. We should offer fi-
nancial incentives to small businesses 
that want to do the right thing and be 
patriotic, that allow activated reserv-
ists to return to their good jobs. 

No other group of Americans has 
stood stronger, has stood braver for our 
democracy, for our way of life than our 
servicemembers and veterans. They de-
serve a government for a change, not 
one that has shortchanged them, not 
one that celebrates Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day and then turns its back 
on veterans, like far too many people 
in this body that would rather give tax 
breaks to the rich and then cut vet-
erans’ benefits. That is not what we 
need. 

Veterans deserve, all of us deserve, a 
government that is committed to the 
same values that those soldiers, those 
Marines, those veterans fought to pre-
serve. 

f 

HONORING AMERICA’S FALLEN IN 
IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the 
House out of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Illinois 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, yester-

day marked the 62nd anniversary of D 

Day. On that day, thousands of young 
Americans made the ultimate sacrifice 
in service to our Nation. 

In the words of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, each of these heroes 
stand in the unbroken line of patriots 
who have dared to die that freedom 
might live and grow and increase in its 
blessings. 

This unbroken line continues today 
as 2,778 brave American men and 
women have fallen in their service to 
our Nation in both Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

Last year, I led a bipartisan group of 
21 Members of Congress in reading the 
names of our most recent fallen into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. We made a 
commitment to continue this reading 
as long as the fighting continues. 

God bless and keep each of the brave 
Americans whose memory we honor 
today in our hearts: 

1. Sergeant 1st Class Eric P. Pearrow. 
2. Private 1st Class Marc A. Delgado. 
3. Staff Sergeant Steven C. Reynolds. 
4. Specialist Javier A. Vallnueva. 
5. Specialist Gregory L. Tull. 
6. Master Sergeant Brett E. Angus. 
7. Sergeant Donald J. Hasse. 
8. Sergeant Jerry W. Mills, Jr. 
9. Corporal William G. Taylor. 
10. Staff Sergeant William D. Rich-

ardson. 
11. Corporal Joshua D. Snyder. 
12. Sergeant Gregorz Jakoniuk. 
13. Sergeant 1st Class Brent A. 

Adams. 
14. Lance Corporal Craig N. Watson. 
15. Sergeant Andy A. Stevens. 
16. Lance Corporal Andrew G. Patten. 
17. Lance Corporal Scott T. Modeen. 
18. Corporal Anthony T. McElveen. 
19. Lance Corporal Robert Alexander 

Martinez. 
20. Lance Corporal Adam Wade Kai-

ser. 
21. Lance Corporal David A. Huhn. 
22. Lance Corporal John M. 

Holmason. 
23. Staff Sergeant Daniel J. Clay. 
24. Specialist Marcus S. Futrell. 
25. Staff Sergeant Phillip L. Travis. 
26. Sergeant Philip Allan Dodson, Jr. 
27. Corporal Jimmy Lee Shelton. 
28. Staff Sergeant Daniel M. Cuka. 
29. Sergeant 1st Class Richard L. 

Schild. 
30. Private 1st Class Thomas C. 

Siekert. 
31. Specialist Brian A. Wright. 
32. Sergeant Michael C. Taylor. 
33. Corporal Joseph P. Bier. 
34. Staff Sergeant Milton Rivera- 

Vargas. 
35. 1st Lieutenant Kevin J. Smith. 
36. Sergeant Spencer C. Akers. 
37. Sergeant Adrian N. Orosco. 
38. Sergeant Kenith Casica. 
39. Staff Sergeant Travis L. Nelson. 
40. Sergeant Clarence L. Floyd, Jr. 
41. Sergeant Julia v. Atkins. 
42. Staff Sergeant Keith A. Bennett. 
43. Sergeant 1st Class James S. 

Moudy. 

44. Staff Sergeant Curtis A. Mitchell. 
45. Specialist Lex S. Nelson. 
46. Specialist Jared William 

Kubasak. 
47. Specialist Peter J. Navarro. 
48. Specialist James C. Kesinger. 
49. Sergeant Brian C. Karim. 
50. Staff Sergeant Michael S. Zyla. 
51. Corporal Michael B. Presley. 
52. Staff Sergeant Kenneth B. 

Pospisil. 
53. Sergeant Timothy R. Boyce. 
54. Specialist Joseph Alan Lucas. 
55. Corporal Adam R. Fales. 
56. Lance Corporal Samuel Tapia. 
57. Staff Sergeant Johnnie V. Mason. 
58. Specialist Richard Jr. DeGarcia 

Naputi. 
59. 1st Lieutenant Michael J. Cleary. 
60. Specialist William Lopez-Feli-

ciano. 
Mr. Speaker, I would also like to rec-

ognize and thank the brave men and 
women who continue to serve our Na-
tion with distinction in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and throughout the world 
and thank their families also for their 
sacrifice. 

Our thoughts, our prayers are with 
you and your families both during your 
service and after you come home. 

Mr. Speaker, if I mispronounced any 
of our members’ names who I know the 
family take pride in honoring, I apolo-
gize. I want to thank again each of 
these men and women who have served 
our country and their family for their 
ultimate sacrifice. 

f 

BUDGET DEFICITS 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to assume the time 
of the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, a few 

months ago, a columnist for the 
Scripps-Howard newspaper chain wrote 
a column saying that we were headed 
for a ‘‘financial tsunami’’ not long 
after the baby boomers start retiring 
in large numbers over the next few 
years. The reasons are really pretty 
simple. 

First, we are trying to do way too 
much for other countries. We have 
spent $300 billion in the last 3 years in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, probably over 
half of it is just pure foreign aid. We 
have every department and agency in 
the Federal Government doing oper-
ations overseas, spending several hun-
dred billion a year over there. 

The liberals found out years ago that 
foreign aid was not popular so they will 
very falsely tell you that foreign aid is 
only 1 or 11⁄2 percent of the budget. 
When we add up what all the depart-
ments and agencies are doing, it is just 
phenomenal how much we are spending 
in other countries. 
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I heard a news report recently that 

said the FBI has more offices in other 
countries than we have in the U.S. 

Secondly, we have promised too 
much here at home in retirement and 
medical benefits. 

Thirdly, we will not reduce defense or 
homeland security spending even 
though there is waste in those depart-
ments, just like all the other depart-
ments, and there just simply is not 
enough money to pay for all of it. 

On January 26 of this year, the Con-
gressional Budget Office said the Fed-
eral deficit for this fiscal year, which 
ends September 30, will be around $360 
billion. Some people say it will be 
much higher than that, and similar 
amounts, $350 billion to $400 billion for 
each of the next 10 or 11 years. 

b 1945 

All of this comes on top of the na-
tional debt that is already $8.3 trillion 
and headed up very quickly. Our gov-
ernment, in just a few years, will not 
be able to pay all of the military pen-
sions, the civil service pensions, the 
Social Security, the Medicare, the 
Medicaid, and the new prescription 
drug benefit. We have guaranteed 44 
million private pensions through the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation. 
We will just not be able to pay all 
those things with money that means 
anything. 

But what we will do, we will do what 
governments all over the world have 
done in similar situations, and we will 
simply begin printing more money. 
This will cause Social Security and all 
those government and private pension 
plans to buy less each year. 

It doesn’t work. It is like a ball head-
ed downhill. Its starts out slow and 
gathers speed. When this money supply 
gimmick does not do enough, pensions 
will have to be cut. Anyone who is re-
lying just on Social Security for his or 
her retirement will face tremendous fi-
nancial hardship. 

All of this could be avoided if the 
Congress would become much more fis-
cally conservative and do it now. How-
ever, because there are too many lib-
eral big spenders in the Congress, and 
because it is unpopular to say ‘‘no’’ to 
anyone, the Congress could not even, 
late last year, pass a $50 billion slow-
down in spending spread over the next 
5 years. The overall reduction was re-
duced to $39.5 billion, with the bulk of 
the reductions put off until the fourth 
and fifth years. The plan that was 
passed did not cut spending, it simply 
slowed the rate of growth, barely. But, 
of course, even that very meager effort 
at fiscal restraint could be changed by 
the next Congress. 

Now, let me go to a totally different 
topic, Mr. Speaker, another concern. 

At the end of 1994, the conservative 
business magazine, Forbes, carried a 
lengthy article about the Justice De-
partment. It said we had quadrupled 

the Justice Department since 1980, and 
that Federal prosecutors were falling 
all over themselves trying to find cases 
to prosecute. The article said people 
were being prosecuted for laws they 
didn’t even know were in existence. 
And then the Congress, trying to prove 
it was tough on crime, has expanded 
the Department of Justice greatly 
since then. 

In addition to all this expansion, we 
then passed a so-called PATRIOT Act 
to try to show strong opposition to ter-
rorism. This was such a great expan-
sion of government power and such an 
overreach that now approximately 400 
cities and counties and seven State leg-
islatures have passed resolutions 
against this act. Those who love big 
government love the PATRIOT Act. 

The Federal Government, through 
the super-secret National Security 
Agency, in addition to the CIA, FBI, 
and about 12 other intelligence agen-
cies, has more than enough power and 
ways and means to discover and pros-
ecute terrorists. The Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act Court, created 
in 1978, approved 18,742 warrants for 
wiretapping and physical surveillance 
by the end of 2004. In the 5 years from 
2000 to 2004, the court received 6,650 re-
quests from the government and ap-
proved 6,642. 

We will probably have another ter-
rorist incident of some sort with or 
without the PATRIOT Act. We need to 
take reasonable precautions, but we 
also need to recognize that you are 
still hundreds of times more likely to 
be struck by lightning or to win a lot-
tery than you are to be killed by a ter-
rorist. Those in charge of all the many 
government programs which have 
sprung up to fight terrorism do not 
like to admit this because they want 
continual increases in funding. But, 
Mr. Speaker, we should not create 
some kind of a Federal police state in 
a huge overreaction to this threat. 

It is sad that conservatives, who have 
always been the main opponents of big 
government, have gone along with this 
huge expansion of government power 
just because the word ‘‘terrorism’’ is 
used by every government agency to 
get more money and power. 

f 

A TURNING POINT IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, a few 
days ago, President Bush said that we 
had reached a turning point in Iraq. 
Given that he declared ‘‘Mission Ac-
complished’’ and the end of major com-
bat operations more than 3 years ago, I 
would say it is about time we reached 
a turning point. 

But as the Washington Post pointed 
out, this kind of turning point lan-
guage is pretty commonplace for the 

President. There have been many mile-
stones. There have been many turning 
points from this White House, even a 
turning point in the history of freedom 
over the last several years. The Presi-
dent should ask the people who risk 
their lives, their bodies, and their 
minds every day, just walking down 
the streets of Baghdad, if they see a 
turning point. We should ask the Iraqi 
citizens how they see it. 

The day after the President’s last at-
tempt at spin, more than 30 Iraqis were 
murdered in violent attacks. They 
joined tens of thousands of other inno-
cent civilians, many of them children, 
who have died for the cause of their so- 
called ‘‘liberation.’’ There are some 
rumblings now about drawing down our 
troop levels, but we have heard that be-
fore, and I will believe it when I see it, 
and I will believe it to be real when the 
President puts forward a plan on how 
he is going to end this war. 

Mr. Speaker, I have yet to hear the 
President disavow his statement that 
the decision to bring our troops home 
will be for future Presidents to decide. 
I have yet to hear a clear denial from 
the administration that we have plans 
to build permanent military bases in 
Iraq. If there is some kind of reduction 
in U.S. forces, my fear is that it will be 
a cosmetic change only, driven more by 
the political calendar than any kind of 
strategic consideration, ultimately 
making the troops left in Iraq even 
more vulnerable than they are now. 

The answer is not to get down to 
100,000 troops by the end of the year, 
because incremental steps are not 
enough. There must be a plan to imme-
diately end this occupation and bring 
every last one of our soldiers home. 
The longer they stay, the longer sui-
cide bombings will persist, because our 
very presence is one of the principal 
causes of the violence. 

That is not our soldiers’ fault. Of 
course, it isn’t. They have performed 
their services faithfully and coura-
geously. It is their civilian supervisors 
who have miscalculated at every turn. 
It is the President, the Vice President, 
and the Secretary of Defense who 
refuse to see that our military presence 
is fueling the rage of the insurgency, 
intensifying hatred for America, and 
stoking the fires of civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for an en-
tirely new approach to Iraq. It is time 
for the United States to show real glob-
al leadership by helping assemble a 
multinational security force to help 
keep Iraq stable in the short term. It is 
time to help establish an international 
peace commission under the auspices 
of the U.N. to begin the Iraq postwar 
reconciliation process. It is time to 
turn Iraq over to the Iraqi people. It is 
time to stop being Iraq’s military occu-
pier and start being Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion partner. It is time to rebuild the 
country we have torn apart and to do it 
with an emphasis on transparency and 
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