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cover the increased cost of fuel for 
businesses that are especially depend-
ent on transportation fuel or the fuel 
to heat businesses and buildings. 

Second, the Research and Develop-
ment Tax Credit has never been made 
permanent, and that creates a great 
deal of uncertainty among businesses, 
large and small. This tax credit, if 
made permanent, would help compa-
nies stay afloat until they become prof-
itable and would benefit all manufac-
turers for products that they develop 
by expending money on R&D. And my 
bill would make the credit permanent, 
and allow biotech and high-tech com-
panies to make innovation a part of 
their long-term business plan. 

Third, the Federal Government must 
do a better job of providing oppor-
tunity for small business to compete 
and win Federal contracts. My bill ex-
pands opportunities for small business 
by including overseas contracts which 
are currently excluded from Federal 
small business contracting targets. 
This is a real gap. Big business can 
compete for overseas contracts, but 
small businesses are shut out simply 
by the fact of the size of their business. 

Fourth, the President’s budget re-
quest this year called for cuts or elimi-
nation of 75 percent of the programs 
that benefit small business. It is hard 
to believe that an administration that 
says it favors business is, in fact, try-
ing to kill the section 7(a) loan pro-
gram for the Small Business Adminis-
tration and trying to eliminate the 
Maine Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership. 

The final two provisions: We would 
create a 39-year tax depreciation rule 
for restaurants and small retailers and 
make it easier for businesses to obtain 
H–1B and H–2B visas. 
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HONORING HENRY HYDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
tonight, I am honored to take this 
floor to sing the praises and accolades 
for a man who inspired me as a young 
person and has continued to inspire me 
as I have served here in these past 18 
years. 

I have spent 18 years here in the 
House of Representatives, and 7 years 
before that I served in the White House 
under Ronald Reagan. And I am 
pleased to say tonight that during that 
entire time, I have never met a man of 
whom I was more proud than that of 
the chairman of the International Re-
lations Committee, Chairman HENRY 
HYDE. Perhaps Ronald Reagan. Per-
haps. But HENRY HYDE, of the people 
that I have worked with as a fellow col-
league, there is no match. 

HENRY HYDE, of course, has been here 
since 1974, and has had a distinguished 

career as a Member of Congress, but 
more importantly, as a leader, as an 
American leader. HENRY HYDE, as I say, 
inspired many of us by the fact that he 
is not just a political leader, not just a 
man of integrity, courage, and a person 
who works, to this day is working 
harder than most Members of this Con-
gress. 

But he is not just a political leader, 
but a moral leader of this country as 
well. 

HENRY HYDE is very well known. He 
has been known for many years for his 
views on what we call the prolife move-
ment, the idea of protecting unborn 
children from the threat of abortion. 
And HENRY HYDE has done more to in-
spire and inform people on this issue 
and, thus, if you agree with me and 
agree with HENRY, done more to save 
the unborn babies of this country than 
any other individual that I can think 
of. That, alone, is a reason to applaud 
HENRY HYDE and to be grateful that he 
has served in this body, saving so many 
unborn babies, and feeling so strongly 
about this issue that he was able to 
take the heat on an issue that, in the 
beginning, was far more unpopular 
than it is today. And I believe that he 
has created the national trend towards 
life that we see today. 

Consistent with that, HENRY HYDE 
has been a champion of human rights 
during his entire term in the United 
States Congress. He has been an enemy 
to tyrants, to gangsters, whether they 
be in Cuba, the Soviet Union or China. 
This has been part of HENRY HYDE’s pa-
triotic makeup, a man from Illinois, a 
man from the State that gave us Lin-
coln, who freed the slaves and freed 
America from the sin of slavery. 

I have seen HENRY HYDE criticize Chi-
nese leaders to their face and stand up 
for the human rights of believers in 
God in China. I have seen his courage, 
and his eloquence is famous through-
out the world. 

I have seen HENRY HYDE take on the 
issue of proliferation of nuclear mate-
rials by the Communist Chinese Gov-
ernment when other people would have 
had him soft-pedal the issue in order to 
maintain a certain friendly relation-
ship with those gangsters who control 
the mainland of China. But HENRY 
HYDE is a man of principle. 

HENRY HYDE is a patriot. HENRY 
HYDE was protecting our country 
through his patriotism when he was a 
young man and served in the military 
in World War II in the Philippines, and 
then in the State legislature in Illinois, 
and then here, on to the U.S. Congress. 

Many people will remember HENRY 
HYDE for the fact that he was the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
when President Clinton was impeached. 
Here, too, was an issue that HENRY 
HYDE could have sidestepped. Why 
should he take all the abuse of such a 
controversial issue? 

HENRY HYDE has taken on con-
troversy because he believes in prin-

ciple and morality. HENRY HYDE took 
on the issue of the impeachment of 
President Clinton because he believed 
that President Clinton had committed 
perjury, that that was an impeachable 
offense, and that to compromise that 
standard would cause great damage to 
the future of the United States of 
America. 

HENRY HYDE is a man who stands for 
standards, stands for principles. He is a 
man who has worked hard, who has 
used his skill as an orator to make sure 
that we cement those American values 
that have made this country a great 
country, realizing that we don’t have a 
perfect country, but that we always 
need leaders like HENRY HYDE to help 
us perfect those imperfections. 

So I gladly join with my colleagues 
tonight in a salute to the chairman of 
the International Relations Com-
mittee, a great American, a man who 
has served this country well, in the 
House of Representatives and through-
out his life, Chairman HENRY HYDE. 

f 

WHAT THE LIFE OF ROSA PARKS 
MEANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SNYDER. Earlier this evening, 
Mr. Speaker, I read the essay, the win-
ning essay from Morgan Sweere, age 9, 
in the fourth grade in Conway, Arkan-
sas. And the title of the essay contest, 
‘‘What Rosa Parks Means to Me.’’ I 
would like to read two other winners. 

The next one is ‘‘What Rosa Parks 
Will Mean to My Children.’’ This is the 
junior high level essay contest that we 
held. And the winner of this one in the 
Second District of Arkansas was 
Brenna Gilstrap, of the eighth grade at 
Horace Mann Arts and Science Magnet 
Middle School in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. And this is what Brenna Gilstrap 
has to say, in part, about What Rosa 
Parks Will Mean for My Children: 

‘‘Rosa Parks has always been an 
amazing icon to people everywhere, 
symbolizing strength and pride during 
a period in America where racism 
thrived. I believe everyone is familiar 
with her story, how she refused to give 
up her seat on the bus to another per-
son and she had to simply because they 
were Caucasian, and how she was ar-
rested for doing so. This story of a 
brave woman standing up for what she 
believed in will, in my opinion, greatly 
influence the attitudes of my children, 
teaching them important morals. 
Speak your mind even if your voice 
shakes. Ban ignorance and pay atten-
tion to the mistakes made in the past 
in order to prevent them in the future. 
Always stand up for what you believe 
in because even one little person could 
make a difference in thousands of lives. 
These are the things that my children 
will learn from her story. This is why 
it will mean something. 
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