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colleagues, and I say this with some 
understanding that it is an indictment 
on our political system, of which I am 
a part. Why is it that we are so focused 
on helping the wealthiest people in 
America instead of focused on helping 
the hardest working, the working fami-
lies, the middle-income families? The 
explanation is sad but true. We spend a 
lot of our time as Members of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives in 
the company of very wealthy people. 
We run across them in the ordinary 
course of Senate business, but there is 
another part of our lives as well. We 
are out raising money for political 
campaigns that cost millions of dol-
lars. People who can afford to help us 
are often very wealthy themselves. 
Some are very wonderful folks, very 
generous, very helpful to each one of 
us. But we spend a lot of time in their 
lifestyle seeing where they live, how 
they spend their time, understanding 
their hobbies and their lifestyles and 
naturally developing a friendship and 
empathy with the wealthiest people in 
America. 

Our campaign financing system 
draws us into these situations. It is un-
derstandable that with this empathy 
comes an understanding that some of 
them are going to face taxes when they 
die for all the money and the wealth 
they have accumulated. Their pleas 
have not fallen on deaf ears in the Sen-
ate. Their pleas to repeal the estate tax 
have resulted in this bill before us now. 

I think it really is a testament to 
campaign financing in America that 
instead of spending time with average 
people, working people struggling to 
get by, dealing with their issues and 
their concerns, we would instead draw 
the attention of the Senate to the most 
well-off people in this country and how 
we can reduce their tax burden and 
their responsibility to this Nation. 

There are a few wealthy people who 
stand out in this debate. One of them is 
a gentleman by the name of Warren 
Buffett who is with Berkshire Hatha-
way, a company out of Omaha, NE, one 
of my favorite wealthy people, the sec-
ond wealthiest person in America. He 
is the first to say our tax system in 
this debate is an outrage and disgrace-
ful. He said at a luncheon he attended 
not long ago that it is true that Amer-
ica is engaged in class warfare, and as 
the second wealthiest person in Amer-
ica, his class was winning. It is pretty 
clear he is doing pretty well. 

But Warren Buffett understands 
something which many of the families 
that are pushing for this estate tax re-
peal don’t understand. He understands 
he is the luckiest person alive because 
he was born in America. He was given 
an opportunity people around this 
world people would die for. He was 
given the opportunity to prove himself 
and succeed, and he has done it. He was 
given a chance to accumulate his 
wealth and use it wisely, and he is now 

given a chance to pay back to this 
country, which has given him such a 
great opportunity, something for all he 
has benefited. And Warren Buffett con-
siders that a pretty fair trade. I think 
it is, too. 

To hear the Republicans on the other 
side of the aisle say the wealthiest peo-
ple in America who live the most com-
fortable lives should be asked to not 
pay taxes back to support schools, to 
support health care, to support the de-
fense of our country, to say that some-
how they need more disposable in-
come—$14 million for Paris Hilton, I 
can understand that—from the Repub-
lican point of view, that is really help-
ing the truly needy. But from the point 
of view of most Americans, it is ridicu-
lous that we would consider this kind 
of a tax cut at a time when this coun-
try is facing mounting deficits, at a 
time when we are at war, at a time 
when we are asking so much sacrifice 
from so many wonderful American 
families. 

So, Mr. President, I am opposed to 
this resolution. I hope we come to our 
senses. I hope we understand that we 
were elected to this body to do more 
than just provide for those with great 
lobbyists and those with big bankrolls 
and those who come here in the cor-
ridors of power and catch our atten-
tion. We were elected to represent the 
people who are not here—the voiceless, 
the powerless, the disenfranchised, the 
homeless. The people expect us to step 
up on behalf of the entire American 
family, not just those who are well off 
but the entire American family, and do 
our best to help. 

I hope we defeat this effort. I hope we 
stop it in its tracks. I hope we put an 
end to this tax policy of the Bush-Che-
ney administration which has driven 
America to depths of indebtedness that 
one could never have imagined. I hope 
we will put an end to this accumula-
tion of national debt which we are 
passing along to our children with 
abandon. I hope we will put an end to 
this foreign borrowing with which this 
administration has become so enam-
ored which has made us servile to some 
of the other nations around the world 
that would readily exploit our econ-
omy, our businesses, and our workers. 

If we are going to do that, we have to 
make a stand—a stand for sensible tax 
policy, a stand for prudence, a stand 
for something which was once known 
as fiscal conservatism—fiscal conserv-
atism. It is a great concept. It used to 
be the concept of the Republican 
Party, but that was before they discov-
ered supply-side economics and this 
whole concept of the Bush-Cheney tax 
policy. 

I urge my colleagues, when this 
comes up for a vote tomorrow, to vote 
against cloture, vote against this give-
away to a handful of families that are 
already doing quite well, thank you. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, on be-

half of the majority leader, I ask unan-
imous consent that immediately fol-
lowing the leader’s remarks on Thurs-
day morning, the Senate resume the 
motion to proceed to H.R. 8, regarding 
the death tax. I further ask unanimous 
consent that there be 1 hour equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their 
designees for debate, with 10 minutes of 
the minority time reserved for Senator 
DURBIN and 10 minutes reserved for 
Senator DORGAN prior to the vote on 
invoking cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed; provided further that the last 20 
minutes be reserved for the Democratic 
leader to be followed by the majority 
leader. I further ask unanimous con-
sent that regardless of the outcome of 
that vote, Senators ROBERTS and CLIN-
TON be recognized to speak as in morn-
ing business for up to 25 minutes equal-
ly divided. I further ask unanimous 
consent that following that debate, the 
time until 12:45 p.m. be equally divided 
again between the two leaders or their 
designees, with a vote on invoking clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to S. 147 
occurring at 12:45 p.m. on Thursday; 
provided further that if cloture is not 
invoked on both of the motions to pro-
ceed, the Senate then proceed to execu-
tive session for consideration en bloc of 
the following nominations on the Exec-
utive Calendar: No. 627, Noel Hillman, 
U.S. District Judge for New Jersey; No. 
628, Peter Sheridan, U.S. District 
Judge for New Jersey; No. 633, Thomas 
Ludington, U.S. District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan; No. 634, 
Sean Cox, U.S. District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan; provided 
there be 10 minutes of debate for each 
of the Senators from New Jersey, 10 
minutes for Senator STABENOW, and 10 
minutes each for the chairman and 
ranking member. Following the use or 
yielding back of time, I ask that the 
Senate proceed to consecutive votes on 
the nominations as listed; however, no 
earlier than 2 p.m. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
following those votes, the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Executive 
Calendar No. 663, Susan C. Schwab, to 
be the United States Trade Representa-
tive. I further ask unanimous consent 
there be 30 minutes for Senator DOR-
GAN, 15 minutes for Senator CONRAD, 10 
minutes for Senator BAUCUS, 30 min-
utes for the chairman. I further ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
use or yielding back of time, the Sen-
ate proceed to a vote on the confirma-
tion of the nomination, with no inter-
vening action or debate; finally, I ask 
unanimous consent that following that 
vote the President be immediately no-
tified of all of the Senate’s previous ac-
tion and the Senate resume legislative 
session. 
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I further ask unanimous consent that 

if cloture has been invoked on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 8, the Senate 
resume debate at this time with all 
time consumed to this point counting 
against cloture and the bill not be dis-
placed upon the adoption of that mo-
tion if cloture is invoked on a motion 
to proceed to S. 147. If cloture is in-
voked on the motion to proceed to S. 
147, then the Senate begin consider-
ation of that under the provisions of 
rule XXII upon the disposition of H.R. 
8. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF RICHARD STICK-
LER TO BE ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF LABOR FOR MINE 
SAFETY AND HEALTH 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session for the 
consideration of Executive Calendar 
No. 553, Richard Stickler. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The nomina-
tion will be stated. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Richard Stickler, of 
West Virginia, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Mine Safety and 
Health. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, the 

nomination has been held up since 
March 8 when it was reported by the 
HELP Committee. Therefore, I now 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 553, the nomination of Richard 
Stickler, of West Virginia, to be Assistant 
Secretary of Labor for Mine Safety and 
Health. 

Bill Frist, Michael B. Enzi, Judd Gregg, 
Elizabeth Dole, Sam Brownback, Rick 
Santorum, Chuck Grassley, John 
McCain, David Vitter, Jim DeMint, 
Jim Bunning, Norm Coleman, Richard 
Shelby, Thad Cochran, John Cornyn, 
Orrin Hatch, Kay Bailey Hutchison. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
turn to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today is 
National Hunger Awareness Day, and I 
rise to recognize the importance of 
ending domestic hunger. 

Domestic hunger has affected the 
lives of more than 38 million people in 
the United States annually. This in-
cludes over 14 million children who live 
below the poverty line. 

The face of hunger is diverse. In Illi-
nois, one in every ten people is food in-
secure. Homeless people are often hun-
ger, but so are single mothers working 
two jobs to make ends meet. So are our 
senior citizens whose income does not 
allow them to eat adequately. 

In Chicago, only 9 percent of the half- 
million people who seek services from 
the Chicago Food Depository are home-
less. Many people simply cannot afford 
the food they need and often seek 
emergency food programs. 

How can this happen in a country as 
privileged as ours? 

Remember that 37 million Americans 
are living in poverty. 

Many low-income families are sup-
ported by jobs that do not pay livable 
wages. 

It could be that paying the health 
care or housing bills is more than they 
can manage. 

America’s Second Harvest released a 
National Hunger Study showing that in 
Chicago, 41 percent of households ne-
glect their food budget to cover utility 
costs. 

It may be a combination of factors, 
but the food budget is often the first 
thing they cut. 

Today, we celebrate and commend 
the heroic efforts of emergency food 
banks, soup kitchens, school meal pro-
grams and community pantries work-
ing to ease the pain of hunger. 

Federal nutrition programs work, 
but they are not reaching enough 
homes. Many parents are still skipping 
meals so their children can eat. 

Hunger drains the strength of people 
who, for a variety of reasons, are un-
able to provide enough food or the 
right kinds of food for themselves or 
their families. In a land of abundance, 
this kind of sacrifice is as deplorable as 
it is unnecessary. 

We should end hunger in the United 
States and, working together, we can. 

Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, for the 
past 3 years I have come to the Senate 
floor on National Hunger Awareness 
Day to help raise concerns about the 
far too prevalent problem of hunger, 

both here in the United States and 
around the world. In fact, as a fresh-
man Senator, I delivered my maiden 
speech on this topic and have since 
made it one of my top priorities in the 
Senate. Two years ago on Hunger 
Awareness Day, Senators SMITH, DUR-
BIN, LINCOLN, and I launched the Sen-
ate Hunger Caucus, with the express 
purpose of providing a forum for Sen-
ators and staff to focus on national and 
international hunger and food insecu-
rity issues. Today we have 37 Members 
dedicated to this cause. I have stated 
repeatedly that the battle against hun-
ger can’t be won in a matter of months 
or even a few years, but it is a victory 
that we can certainly claim if we con-
tinue to make the issue a top priority. 

It is truly astounding that 34 million 
of our fellow citizens go hungry or are 
living on the edge of hunger each and 
every day. In my home State of North 
Carolina, nearly 1 million of—our 8.6 
million residents are dealing with hun-
ger. Our state has faced significant eco-
nomic hardship over the last few years, 
as once-thriving towns have been hit 
hard by the closing of textile mills and 
furniture factories. I know this story is 
not unlike so many others across the 
Nation. While many who have lost 
manufacturing jobs have been fortu-
nate to find new employment in the 
changing climate of today’s workforce, 
unfortunately having a steady income 
these days doesn’t always guarantee a 
family three square meals a day. 

Our Nation is blessed to have many 
faith-based and other nonprofit service 
organizations that seek to address this 
need. Feeding the hungry is their mis-
sion field—groups such as the Society 
of St. Andrew, the only comprehensive 
program in North Carolina that gleans 
available produce from farms, and then 
packages, processes and transports ex-
cess food to feed the hungry. In 2005, 
the Society gleaned nearly 7.2 million 
pounds of food—or 21.5 million 
servings—just in North Carolina. 
Amazingly, it only costs about 2 cents 
a serving to glean and deliver this food 
to those in need. And all of this work is 
done by the hands of 13,000 volunteers 
and a tiny staff. 

The Society of St. Andrew has oper-
ations in 21 other States, and just last 
year, the organization saved 29.5 mil-
lion pounds of fresh, nutritious produce 
and delivered 88.6 million servings to 
hungry families in the 48 contiguous 
States. 

We should be utilizing the practice of 
gleaning much more extensively 
today—considering that 96 billion 
pounds of good food—including that at 
the farm and retail level—is left over 
or thrown away in this country each 
year. 

Like any humanitarian endeavor, the 
gleaning system works because of coop-
erative efforts. Private organizations 
and individuals are doing a great job— 
but they are doing so with limited re-
sources. It is up to us to make some 
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