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painstaking political organizing in order to 
more effectively achieve its goals. Inspired to 
open this new front in the struggle despite the 
objections of less far-seeing radical activists, 
Lew Todd became one of the founders of the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force. It was 
the first truly Nation-wide gay rights organiza-
tion to rely more on negotiation and organiza-
tion than an confrontation. He went on to 
found many of New York City’s most important 
GLBT political organizations, including Gay & 
Lesbian Independent Democrats and the influ-
ential citywide Stonewall Democratic Club, on 
whose executive board he has served since 
its founding 21 years ago. In its first years of 
operation, he served as a board member and 
treasurer for the Hetrick-Martin Institute, which 
operates the Harvey Milk School for GLBT 
youths. In 1984 he played a key role in con-
vincing New York City to sell the building that 
today houses New York City’s Lesbian and 
Gay Community Services Center. In 1992, 
Lew Todd served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention as an early sup-
porter of a promising candidate named Bill 
Clinton. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing the enor-
mous contributions to civic and political life 
made by Lew Todd, a true pioneer and civil 
rights activist in the finest traditions of our 
great republic. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
HOUSING CONFERENCE (NHC) 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today on 
the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives 
to recognize the 75th anniversary of the Na-
tional Housing Conference (NHC), an organi-
zation with over 900 members dedicated to 
forwarding the cause of affordable housing 
and community development. 

Organized in 1931 by Mary Simkhovitch, a 
reformer and social worker, this pioneering ad-
vocacy group was the first non-partisan, inde-
pendent coalition of its kind to include national 
housing leaders from both public and private 
sectors. NHC’s early membership included an 
array of bankers, builders, civic leaders, real-
tors, organized labor, architects and residents 
from across the greater New York City region. 
Since its inception, the organization has 
worked to elevate public awareness on the 
plight of America’s millions of working class 
families and its consequences on general wel-
fare. 

Early on, NHC was committed to making a 
difference in low-income communities across 
the country. The organization was instrumental 
in garnering support for the passage of key 
legislation, including the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Act, and the National Housing Act of 
1934 that created the Federal Housing Admin-
istration (FHA). After President Roosevelt 
stressed in his second inaugural address of 
1937 that ‘‘one third of the nation is ill-fed, ill- 
clothed and ill-housed’’—NHC sprang into ac-

tion and mobilized national support to per-
suade Congress to pass the critical Housing 
Act of 1937. 

After moving its headquarters from New 
York City to Washington, DC in 1945, NHC 
took on a new and tremendous challenge— 
‘‘get rid of the slums, eliminate substandard 
housing.’’ Working in conjunction with the 
labor movement to mobilize grassroots sup-
port, NHC’s incredible efforts helped to secure 
the passage of the landmark Housing Act of 
1949. This sweeping and ambitious housing 
legislation called for ‘‘a decent home and a 
suitable living environment for every American 
family.’’ 

During the 1950s and 1960s, NHC contin-
ued to draw upon its early successes to advo-
cate for the needs of America’s hardworking 
families and individuals. NHC played a major 
role in the passage of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1965 that established the 
Cabinet-level Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the 1968 Fair Hous-
ing Act that prohibited discrimination based on 
race, religion, color, or national origin. 

NHC’s advocacy does not stop here. Over 
the past 35 years, the organization has never 
ceased to fight for a variety of legislative pro-
posals to improve the landscape of the afford-
able housing industry. From Section 8 hous-
ing, to home ownership programs, and even 
low income tax credits—NHC continues to 
fight for the integrity of these programs, de-
spite a constant battle for available federal re-
sources. 

In honor of the organization’s 75th anniver-
sary, an incredible milestone, NHC has rededi-
cated itself to a central mission: Fulfilling the 
Dream of the 1949 Housing Act—‘‘a decent 
home and a suitable living environment for 
every American family.’’ 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 75th anniversary of the National 
Housing Conference, and join with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
commend this organization for its outstanding 
service and dedication to making affordable 
housing a reality for the millions of working 
class American families across the country. 
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IN HONOR OF AUGUSTINE ‘‘GUS’’ 
STANDARD 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Augustine ‘‘Gus’’ 
Standard, upon his retirement that follows 
nearly 30 years of outstanding service with the 
City of Cleveland. 

In 1977, Mr. Standard joined the City of 
Cleveland workforce as Chief Deputy Clerk in 
the criminal division, before joining the Depart-
ment of Utilities as a security specialist. While 
there, Mr. Standard safeguarded the utilities 
division from various acts of theft and sabo-
tage. He was later promoted to collections 
manager with the Department of Community 
Development, where his insight, expertise and 
diligence reflected in his creation of a suc-
cessful in-house system of loan collection. 

Within a short time, millions of dollars of out-
standing loans were repaid to the Department. 

Mr. Standard was later promoted to Super-
visor of the Record Room, Division of Building 
and Housing. In that capacity, he established 
greatly needed internal control and systems to 
prepare and archive files and records. Since 
1983, Mr. Standard has worked as a MA/E 
Coordinator in the Contract Administration 
Section of Administrative Services. His re-
sponsibilities included contract and budget 
preparation; contract compliance; program 
evaluation; and special report preparation for 
City Hall and HUD, just to name a few. Mr. 
Standard consistently went above and beyond 
the usual call of duty, and was always willing 
to assist others whenever needed. Moreover, 
Mr. Standard’s enthusiasm, kind heart and 
concern for others framed his professional 
life—inspiring and motivating others to do their 
best by cultivating an atmosphere where a 
true sense of teamwork and friendship flour-
ished. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor, recognition and gratitude to Mr. Au-
gustine ‘‘Gus’’ Standard, upon his retirement 
from the City of Cleveland that follows nearly 
three decades of outstanding service and ac-
complishment. His dedication, expertise, lead-
ership, and energy, focused on making the 
City run as efficiently as possible, has lifted all 
facets of operations at Cleveland City Hall, 
and most importantly, has raised the lives of 
countless colleagues and citizens into the light 
of friendship and unity. I wish Mr. Standard 
and his family an abundance of health, peace 
and happiness as his journey begins from 
here. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘EM-
POWERMENT OF IRAQI WOMEN 
ACT OF 2006’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I, along 
with Representatives ZOE LOFGREN (D–CA), 
SUSAN DAVIS (D–CA), and CAROLYN MCCAR-
THY (D–NY), introduce the ‘‘Empowerment of 
Iraqi Women Act of 2006.’’ This legislation 
would establish an Iraqi Women’s Fund to 
help Iraqi women and girls in the areas of po-
litical, legal, and human rights, health care, 
education, training, security, and shelter, and it 
would authorize $22,500,000 in each fiscal 
year 2007, 2008, and 2009 for this fund. The 
‘‘Empowerment of Iraqi Women Act’’ would 
also provide that 15 percent of the aggregate 
amount of economic and humanitarian assist-
ance authorized for Iraq in each fiscal year 
2007, 2008, and 2009 shall be made available 
for assistance directly to Iraqi-led nongovern-
mental organizations (NGO) with dem-
onstrated experience in delivering services. 
Moreover, of that 15 percent, not less than 5 
percent shall be made available for Iraqi 
women-led organizations. The bill establishes 
requirements related to U.S. activities in Iraq 
including the inclusion of the perspectives and 
advice of Iraqi women’s organizations in U.S. 
policymaking related to the governance of 
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Iraq, promoting the achievement of 25 percent 
of the seats in the National Assembly, and en-
couraging the appointment of women to high- 
level positions within Iraqi Ministries. Finally, 
this legislation would place certain require-
ments on post-conflict reconstruction and de-
velopment related to the partnering of U.S. or-
ganizations with Iraqi-led organizations and 
would require that the training of Iraqi military 
and police include the protection, rights, and 
needs of women. 

It is vitally important that the equality and 
rights of Iraqi women are assured. I have met 
with several delegations of Iraqi women during 
my trips to Iraq and here in Washington. I am 
always inspired by their strength and courage 
to speak out in support of equality, even in the 
face of danger. While these women have 
hope, they understand that the future is very 
uncertain. There must be full participation and 
equal treatment under the law for women in 
Iraq. Every country that protects its women is 
a stronger country, and Iraq will be a stronger 
country if women are able to preserve their 
representation in the new Iraqi government. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF IRENE RIOS 
DE PÉREZ 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the extraordinary life of Ms. 
Irene Rios de Pérez, a woman who exhibited 
great strength and determination over the 
years to overcome obstacles and achieve suc-
cess for herself and her family. 

Born April 22, 1911 in the village of Santa 
Rosa, Dorado, Puerto Rico, Irene persevered 
to overcome the challenges of an early or-
phaned childhood. She later married Don 
Francisco Pérez Ramos, and emigrated to 
New York City with her husband and seven 
children—Patricia, Elizabeth, Iris, Manuel, 
Samuel, David, and Francisco. 

Working to make a home for her family in 
New York City, Irene faced many difficulties— 
including those associated with discrimination, 
alienation, low income housing, and cultural 
adaptation. Yet, she never allowed her family 
to succumb to the challenges they encoun-
tered. While continuously caring for her family 
and loved ones, Irene pushed herself to attend 
night school and, in the late 1960’s, was 
awarded a high school diploma for her efforts 
from the New York City Board of Education. 

Throughout her long and full life, Irene has 
always had an enduring faith in God—which 
has enabled her to live a life that epitomizes 
respect for herself and others. She is also a 
capable singer who has used her talent to 
serve the spiritual needs of the close knit 
church community. 

After 95 years, Irene represents the very 
best of the human spirit, and continues to 
exude love, warmth, optimism, compassion, 
and forgiveness to all those around her. She 
remains committed to her family—which in-
cludes 11 grandchildren and 14 great-grand-
children—friends, and community around her. 

Her children are fortunate enough to share 
many of these same qualities and interests, as 
evidenced in their pursuits in fields such as 
human services, government, trade, military 
services, and finance. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Irene Rios de Pérez, and join 
with my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize her many out-
standing achievements. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
RICHARD DISTELHOSRT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of my friend, Richard 
Distelhosrt, upon his induction into the Des 
Moines County Democrats Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Distelhosrt’s unwavering, sense of civic activ-
ism and volunteerism on behalf of vital social 
issues continues to make a positive difference 
within our democratic system of government— 
in Des Moines, Iowa and across the country. 

Mr. Distelhosrt’s life is framed by family, 
community and service to others. His quick 
wit, friendly personality and passion for social 
justice frames his character and inspires oth-
ers. His devotion and compassion for all of hu-
manity originates with family, where he took 
loving care of his wife Virginia, until her recent 
passing. Mr. Distelhosrt continues to be a 
guiding source of support and wisdom for his 
children, grandchildren and many friends. 

A political activist and staunch Democrat, 
Mr. Distelhosrt has volunteered countless 
hours that focused on creating positive change 
across the grassroots landscape of politics, 
both locally in his Des Moines community and 
nationwide. He is a long-time member of the 
Des Moines County Democratic Party, having 
served as the treasurer and Congressional li-
aison. He worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
2004 Kucinich for President Campaign, serv-
ing as the local chairperson. Additionally, Mr. 
Distelhosrt has organized and led rallies for 
peace, and continues to educate the people of 
Des Moines on significant legislative issues of 
concern, including the Monetary Act, by writing 
and distributing periodic newsletters. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Mr. Richard 
Distelhosrt, as we celebrate his induction into 
the Des Moines County Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Distelhosrt ’s passionate activism, unwavering 
vision and expansive heart continues to raise 
up the community of Des Moines into the light 
of hope and possibility as he continues to 
lead, challenge and inspire us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE CITY OF WIS-
CONSIN DELLS, WISCONSIN 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize the sesqui-

centennial celebration of the city of Wisconsin 
Dells, Wisconsin. I am indeed fortunate to rep-
resent such a great city. 

The impact the city of Wisconsin Dells has 
had on the history of the state of Wisconsin is 
indescribable. Located along a breathtaking 7- 
mile stretch of the Wisconsin River, it has 
been a tourist destination for over 150 years, 
and has now grown to be the largest recre-
ation center for families in the state of Wis-
consin and the Midwest, hosting over 2.5 mil-
lion people annually. 

In 1856, when the city was not even 1 year 
old, an editor of a Wisconsin paper wrote, 
‘‘We conclude that the wild, romantic scenery 
of the Dells will always make them a place of 
resort for seekers of pleasure.’’ The natural 
beauty which originally attracted early settlers 
and tourists 150 years ago has still been 
maintained for the enjoyment of current and 
future generations. 

Since its beginning, the industrial nature and 
forward thinking maintained by the community 
have brought numerous changes and growth. 
The Dells are widely recognized for diverse 
entertainment and recreation options. With at-
tractions such as Tommy Bartlett’s water ski 
show, amusement parks, Duck rides on Lake 
Delton, the oldest family-owned photographic 
studio in the Nation, and two state parks, Wis-
consin Dells is sure to enchant everyone who 
visits. 

The celebration for this landmark achieve-
ment will be marked over the days of June 10 
and June 11, 2006 through events such as the 
Taste of the Dells Festival, musical perform-
ances, and other community activities. The 
people of Wisconsin Dells deserve recognition 
for their great contributions to the state of Wis-
consin, and I congratulate them on reaching 
this historical benchmark. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF CHIEF 
MASTER SERGEANT ROBERT 
VAN OSS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the retirement of Chief Master Sergeant 
Robert Van Oss, who will be retiring from the 
United States Air Force after more than 30 
years of service to his country. Chief Van Oss 
has led an exceptional military career special-
izing in healthcare. His proficiency in the med-
ical field has proved to be an invaluable serv-
ice in numerous ways during his years of serv-
ice. 

Robert J. Van Oss was born on June 20, 
1958 in Denver, Colorado. Upon finishing high 
school at John S. Greenway High School in 
Phoenix, Arizona in 1976, he enlisted in the 
Air Force. Upon completion of his training as 
a Medical Service Specialist, he applied his 
skills to numerous and important tasks. 

Chief Van Oss has performed a variety of 
assignments at bases in Texas, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, the Phillipines, Japan, Saudi 
Arabia, and South Korea. Recently he was de-
ployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
where he played a key role in the task of re-
constructing an Iraqi healthcare system. He 
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