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has also made vital contributions to the proc-
ess of obtaining equipment for the purpose of 
medical evacuations in both the Air Force’s 
aeromedical evacuation system and the Army 
medical evacuation system. 

Chief Van Oss will be retiring as Chief of 
Medical Enlisted Issues for Air Mobility Com-
mand where he provides professional advice 
to the AMC Command Surgeon on issues per-
taining to the 3,900 enlisted medical personnel 
who provide healthcare services throughout 
the command and at Scott Air Force Base. In 
addition, he is currently the AMC Aerospace 
Medical Service Technician Functional Man-
ager and is responsible for technicians located 
at 15 bases throughout the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating CMSgt Robert Van Oss on 
his long and distinguished military career and 
thanking him for his service in the United 
States Air Force and to his country. 
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Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Ambassador Andrew 
Young, as the City Club of Cleveland honors 
him with the Citadel of Free Speech Award. 

Ambassador Young was born and raised in 
New Orleans to parents who instilled within 
him and his brother the value of hard work, 
education and the significance of giving back 
to others. Following his graduation from How-
ard University, Ambassador Young’s unwaver-
ing social conscience directed him to a life of 
social activism, leadership and the Christian 
ministry. He studied the writings and ideology 
of Gandhi, and became drawn to the methods 
of non-violent resistance as a catalyst for 
change within the civil rights movement, in-
cluding organizing civil rights demonstrations 
and drives to register African Americans to 
vote. Ambassador Young formed a close bond 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and chose to 
stay in Atlanta to work as one of Dr. King’s 
lead commanders on the front lines of the civil 
rights movement. Ambassador Young was 
named the executive director of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. Like other 
civil rights heroes who dared to challenge the 
status quo, Ambassador Young remained 
committed to the cause, despite death threats 
and being jailed for his participation in the 
movement. 

In 1972, Ambassador Young was elected as 
the first African American Congressman from 
Georgia. He was re-elected in 1974 and 1976. 
Following his third term in Congress, President 
Jimmy Carter appointed him as the United 
States Ambassador to the United Nations, 
where he served with courage, conviction and 
integrity. In 1981, President Carter awarded 
him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Later that year, Ambassador Young was elect-
ed as Mayor of Atlanta. He was reelected in 
1985. During his tenure, he raised Atlanta 
onto a platform of economic strength and 
international investment, which set a course 

for Atlanta as a vibrant, thriving city that con-
tinues today. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Ambassador An-
drew Young, whose vision, commitment, activ-
ism and wisdom continue to raise America into 
the light and promise of social justice for all. 
As recipient of the Citadel of Free Speech 
Award, presented by the City Club of Cleve-
land, Ambassador Young continues to per-
sonify the words—grace, courage, and devo-
tion to our freedoms and commitment to peo-
ple here in America and around the world. 
Ambassador Young’s life continues to be a 
journey of inspiration for every American, and 
his goodwill and activism continues to extend 
from across our Nation to places around the 
world, lending us all hope for the promise of 
a better day. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend the efforts of all fundraising efforts for 
the MLK Memorial and in particular the ‘‘Santa 
Cruz Foundation For The Dream.’’ As you 
know, Congress has approved the design and 
building of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
on the National Mall in Washington D.C. Con-
gress has vowed to financially assist as much 
as they can for the construction of the memo-
rial, but substantial monetary donations by 
American people are still necessary to com-
mence construction of this Memorial. 

The MLK Memorial has drawn the attention 
and efforts of Americans nationwide. Celeb-
rities, such as Morgan Freeman and Halle 
Berry have volunteered their time and services 
in fundraising efforts by participating in Public- 
Service Announcements that intend to educate 
and initiate the public’s involvement in the Me-
morial’s construction. Furthermore, such cor-
porations as Toyota and Tommy Hilfiger Inc. 
have become highly involved in fundraising by 
special endorsements and hosting a celebrity 
golf tournament raising $1.5 million for the me-
morial. In addition to these celebrity and, cor-
porate efforts, our local efforts should be rec-
ognized too as key contributors to the MLK 
Memorial. 

Led by the ‘‘Santa Cruz Foundation For The 
Dream’’, the people of Santa Cruz County 
have embarked on a tireless effort to raise 
consciousness of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
teachings. Additionally, they have been work-
ing extensively on obtaining funds for the Me-
morial. This foundation has initiated a move-
ment to incorporate a conscience-awareness 
program in area schools ‘‘Kids for King.’’ 
Building from these efforts, the foundation 
hopes that local governments, businesses, 
families, and individuals will participate in the 
collective effort of raising funds and aware-
ness for the Memorial. 

In recognition of Santa Cruz County’s ef-
forts, I support including on the Founding 
Members Wall on the Memorial, an acknowl-
edgement for ‘‘the People of Santa Cruz, Cali-

fornia’’. With Santa Cruz County’s continuing 
efforts in the memorial effort, I am hopeful this 
founding members acknowledgement will 
occur. 
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Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
commemorate the Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School Class of 1966 on celebrating their 
40th class reunion. 

Sophronia M. Tompkins High School was 
built in 1955 where a dedicated group of edu-
cators shaped the lives of hundreds of forth-
right men and women. Although the school as 
it was once known is no longer standing, the 
students that gained life-changing lessons in 
this learning institution have not forgotten the 
ideals taught. 

This institution has brought forth play-
wrights, educators, entrepreneurs, nurses, civil 
servants, ministers, and public servants who 
credit their tenure at Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School to launching their futures. 
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CHIEF ANTHONY H. JACKSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Chief Anthony H. 
Jackson, whose recent retirement as the chief 
of police with the Cuyahoga Metropolitan 
Housing Authority Police Department, 
CMHAPD, reflects 33 years of excellence in 
law enforcement, framed by leadership, ac-
complishment, integrity and an unwavering 
commitment on behalf of the security and 
safety of the public housing residents of our 
community. 

Chief Jackson’s illustrious career in law en-
forcement began in 1973 when he became a 
police officer with the city of Cleveland Police 
Department, CPD. He quickly rose through the 
ranks, serving as detective, sergeant, district 
lieutenant and commander for the CPD. He 
accepted the appointment of police chief with 
the CMHAPD in 1994. For the past 12 years, 
Chief Jackson’s leadership, vision and exper-
tise has transformed the CMHAPD into a na-
tionally recognized and respected department 
that serves as a model of efficiency and secu-
rity for numerous public housing police depart-
ments. 

Because of his guidance, the CMHAPD is 
one of only six State certified public housing 
police departments in the entire Nation to at-
tain national accreditation, bestowed in 1998. 
Additionally, the CMHAPD was the first police 
department of its kind to achieve 100 percent 
compliance in its initial assessment for accred-
itation in 1998, and for every subsequent re- 
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