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has also made vital contributions to the proc-
ess of obtaining equipment for the purpose of 
medical evacuations in both the Air Force’s 
aeromedical evacuation system and the Army 
medical evacuation system. 

Chief Van Oss will be retiring as Chief of 
Medical Enlisted Issues for Air Mobility Com-
mand where he provides professional advice 
to the AMC Command Surgeon on issues per-
taining to the 3,900 enlisted medical personnel 
who provide healthcare services throughout 
the command and at Scott Air Force Base. In 
addition, he is currently the AMC Aerospace 
Medical Service Technician Functional Man-
ager and is responsible for technicians located 
at 15 bases throughout the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating CMSgt Robert Van Oss on 
his long and distinguished military career and 
thanking him for his service in the United 
States Air Force and to his country. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Ambassador Andrew 
Young, as the City Club of Cleveland honors 
him with the Citadel of Free Speech Award. 

Ambassador Young was born and raised in 
New Orleans to parents who instilled within 
him and his brother the value of hard work, 
education and the significance of giving back 
to others. Following his graduation from How-
ard University, Ambassador Young’s unwaver-
ing social conscience directed him to a life of 
social activism, leadership and the Christian 
ministry. He studied the writings and ideology 
of Gandhi, and became drawn to the methods 
of non-violent resistance as a catalyst for 
change within the civil rights movement, in-
cluding organizing civil rights demonstrations 
and drives to register African Americans to 
vote. Ambassador Young formed a close bond 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and chose to 
stay in Atlanta to work as one of Dr. King’s 
lead commanders on the front lines of the civil 
rights movement. Ambassador Young was 
named the executive director of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. Like other 
civil rights heroes who dared to challenge the 
status quo, Ambassador Young remained 
committed to the cause, despite death threats 
and being jailed for his participation in the 
movement. 

In 1972, Ambassador Young was elected as 
the first African American Congressman from 
Georgia. He was re-elected in 1974 and 1976. 
Following his third term in Congress, President 
Jimmy Carter appointed him as the United 
States Ambassador to the United Nations, 
where he served with courage, conviction and 
integrity. In 1981, President Carter awarded 
him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Later that year, Ambassador Young was elect-
ed as Mayor of Atlanta. He was reelected in 
1985. During his tenure, he raised Atlanta 
onto a platform of economic strength and 
international investment, which set a course 

for Atlanta as a vibrant, thriving city that con-
tinues today. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Ambassador An-
drew Young, whose vision, commitment, activ-
ism and wisdom continue to raise America into 
the light and promise of social justice for all. 
As recipient of the Citadel of Free Speech 
Award, presented by the City Club of Cleve-
land, Ambassador Young continues to per-
sonify the words—grace, courage, and devo-
tion to our freedoms and commitment to peo-
ple here in America and around the world. 
Ambassador Young’s life continues to be a 
journey of inspiration for every American, and 
his goodwill and activism continues to extend 
from across our Nation to places around the 
world, lending us all hope for the promise of 
a better day. 
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IN HONOR OF SANTA CRUZ 
FOUNDATION FOR THE DREAM 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend the efforts of all fundraising efforts for 
the MLK Memorial and in particular the ‘‘Santa 
Cruz Foundation For The Dream.’’ As you 
know, Congress has approved the design and 
building of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
on the National Mall in Washington D.C. Con-
gress has vowed to financially assist as much 
as they can for the construction of the memo-
rial, but substantial monetary donations by 
American people are still necessary to com-
mence construction of this Memorial. 

The MLK Memorial has drawn the attention 
and efforts of Americans nationwide. Celeb-
rities, such as Morgan Freeman and Halle 
Berry have volunteered their time and services 
in fundraising efforts by participating in Public- 
Service Announcements that intend to educate 
and initiate the public’s involvement in the Me-
morial’s construction. Furthermore, such cor-
porations as Toyota and Tommy Hilfiger Inc. 
have become highly involved in fundraising by 
special endorsements and hosting a celebrity 
golf tournament raising $1.5 million for the me-
morial. In addition to these celebrity and, cor-
porate efforts, our local efforts should be rec-
ognized too as key contributors to the MLK 
Memorial. 

Led by the ‘‘Santa Cruz Foundation For The 
Dream’’, the people of Santa Cruz County 
have embarked on a tireless effort to raise 
consciousness of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
teachings. Additionally, they have been work-
ing extensively on obtaining funds for the Me-
morial. This foundation has initiated a move-
ment to incorporate a conscience-awareness 
program in area schools ‘‘Kids for King.’’ 
Building from these efforts, the foundation 
hopes that local governments, businesses, 
families, and individuals will participate in the 
collective effort of raising funds and aware-
ness for the Memorial. 

In recognition of Santa Cruz County’s ef-
forts, I support including on the Founding 
Members Wall on the Memorial, an acknowl-
edgement for ‘‘the People of Santa Cruz, Cali-

fornia’’. With Santa Cruz County’s continuing 
efforts in the memorial effort, I am hopeful this 
founding members acknowledgement will 
occur. 
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COMMEMORATING SOPHRONIA M. 
TOMPKINS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 
OF 1966 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
commemorate the Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School Class of 1966 on celebrating their 
40th class reunion. 

Sophronia M. Tompkins High School was 
built in 1955 where a dedicated group of edu-
cators shaped the lives of hundreds of forth-
right men and women. Although the school as 
it was once known is no longer standing, the 
students that gained life-changing lessons in 
this learning institution have not forgotten the 
ideals taught. 

This institution has brought forth play-
wrights, educators, entrepreneurs, nurses, civil 
servants, ministers, and public servants who 
credit their tenure at Sophronia M. Tompkins 
High School to launching their futures. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
CHIEF ANTHONY H. JACKSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Chief Anthony H. 
Jackson, whose recent retirement as the chief 
of police with the Cuyahoga Metropolitan 
Housing Authority Police Department, 
CMHAPD, reflects 33 years of excellence in 
law enforcement, framed by leadership, ac-
complishment, integrity and an unwavering 
commitment on behalf of the security and 
safety of the public housing residents of our 
community. 

Chief Jackson’s illustrious career in law en-
forcement began in 1973 when he became a 
police officer with the city of Cleveland Police 
Department, CPD. He quickly rose through the 
ranks, serving as detective, sergeant, district 
lieutenant and commander for the CPD. He 
accepted the appointment of police chief with 
the CMHAPD in 1994. For the past 12 years, 
Chief Jackson’s leadership, vision and exper-
tise has transformed the CMHAPD into a na-
tionally recognized and respected department 
that serves as a model of efficiency and secu-
rity for numerous public housing police depart-
ments. 

Because of his guidance, the CMHAPD is 
one of only six State certified public housing 
police departments in the entire Nation to at-
tain national accreditation, bestowed in 1998. 
Additionally, the CMHAPD was the first police 
department of its kind to achieve 100 percent 
compliance in its initial assessment for accred-
itation in 1998, and for every subsequent re- 
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accreditation since. Though busy with family 
and his profession, Chief Jackson also found 
time to volunteer on behalf of numerous civic 
and community endeavors, including his long- 
time commitment to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Cleveland. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor, gratitude and recognition of Chief 
Anthony H. Jackson. His highly regarded, ad-
mired and emulated tenure as a police officer 
with the city of Cleveland and as chief with the 
CMHAPD has uplifted the organization onto a 
platform of efficiency and accomplishment, 
and most significantly, has strengthened the 
foundation of safety and security for every 
resident, thereby uplifting our entire commu-
nity. I wish Chief Jackson, his wife Michele, 
their five daughters and one granddaughter, 
an abundance of health, peace and happiness 
as he journeys onward from here. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL A. MAIER 
HONORING HIS CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO OREGON ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my great pleasure to pay special tribute to one 
of Oregon’s most dedicated and accomplished 
public servants. After 27 years, Mr. Michael A. 
Maier is retiring from the position of Deschutes 
County Administrator. During his career, Mike 
has led Deschutes County through a period of 
unprecedented growth which has transformed 
a small rural community into a thriving region 
that attracts visitors and new residents from 
throughout the country. 

Mike was born and raised in Santa Barbara, 
California. Upon entering adulthood, he proud-
ly served his country as a member of the 
United States Marine Corps, holding the posi-
tion of Group Communication Center Super-
visor. Following his discharge, he attended, 
California State University where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Public 
and Business Administration in 1974. He then 
proceeded to obtain a Masters Degree in Pub-
lic Administration from the University of South-
ern California in 1976. 

After completing his education, Mike moved 
to Oregon and became an Administrator in the 
Oregon Circuit and District Court system. 
However, Mike’s interest in government con-
tinued to grow, and by 1979, he chose to pur-
sue a career in the broader field of public ad-
ministration. He assumed his current position 
as Deschutes County Administrator in May 
1979 and has been a highly respected and 
valued contributor to both the community and 
local government ever since. 

During Mike’s tenure, Deschutes County 
has consistently ranked as one of the fastest 
growing regions in the United States. The 
rapid increase in population, from approxi-
mately 62,000 in 1979 to nearly 145,000 in 
2005, has presented a wealth of challenges 
and opportunities. Mike skillfully guided the 
County through this transition, managing orga-
nizational growth from 250 employees to well 

over 800 and an annual budget of just over 
$16 million in 1979 to almost $228 million 
today. 

Among Mike’s many accomplishments as a 
Public Administrator, he is justifiably proudest 
of those that brought fiscal strength and sta-
bility to Deschutes County. His creativity and 
innovation are the source of a system in which 
existing property and partnerships are lever-
aged to construct new County facilities without 
additional cost to the taxpayer. He also initi-
ated a self-insurance program that has saved 
millions of taxpayer dollars while creating an 
environment of trust and cooperation between 
County management, employees, and labor 
organizations and serving as a model for other 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in honoring one of Oregon’s finest 
public servants, Mike Maier. On behalf of the 
citizens of the Second District of Oregon, I am 
proud to recognize Mike’s numerous achieve-
ments and to wish him the best as he enters 
a well-deserved retirement. 
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HONORING ARMANDO DE JESUS 
DOMINGUEZ 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize Mr. 
Armando de Jesus Dominguez of Saga Bay 
for his remarkable work as an artist. 

Most recently, Mr. Dominguez has been se-
lected out of 4,000 entries as one of ten artists 
featured by the Smithsonian’s National Portrait 
Gallery. Mr. Dominguez’s works and journals 
are published on the gallery’s ‘‘Portrait of an 
Artist’’ web site. His competition entry Mr. Wil-
liams is a riveting portray of a Palmetto Senior 
High School teacher, an expression of the art-
ist’s patience and skill. 

Mr. Dominguez was born in Havana, Cuba, 
and came to Miami with his family at the age 
of 12. A self-taught painter, he works as a 
graphic designer for the Spanish-language 
network Univision. In his artistic work, he fo-
cuses on landscape painting and now has a 
three-year backlog of commissioned work. 
Dedicated to his community, he also visits 
local schools and gives presentations to ex-
pose children to the arts. 

Mr. Dominguez, thank you for your contin-
ued commitment to the promotion of the arts. 
Your unwavering pursuit of your vision through 
painting has been an inspiration to others. It is 
this passion, incredible talent, and service to 
the community of Saga Bay that makes our 
lives richer and Florida stronger. I congratulate 
Mr. Armando DeJesus Dominguez on his 
achievement and service to the community. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS 
CONSERVATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce legislation today to extend the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act. Joining 
with me in this effort are Representatives NICK 
RAHALL, WAYNE T. GILCHREST, THELMA DRAKE, 
MARK KENNEDY, JOHN D. DINGELL and CURT 
WELDON. 

First enacted in 1989, the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act or NAWCA has 
become one of the most popular and effective 
conservation programs in the history of this 
Nation. Since the first Wetland Grant was a 
warded 15 years ago, more than 1,500 con-
servation projects have been funded involving 
more than 3,200 partners. As a result, more 
than 23 million acres of wetlands and associ-
ated habitat has been protected, restored or 
enhanced in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. 

Wetlands are among the world’s most pro-
ductive environments. They are critical to the 
survival of not only thousands of species of 
marine fish and invertebrates, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and wildlife populations but also 
to the people who live along our coasts. In es-
sence, they are horizontal levees. Without 
these wetlands and coastal barriers, the im-
pact of last year’s huge hurricanes in the Gulf 
of Mexico would have been far worse in terms 
of loss of human life and wildlife habitat and 
the destruction of private property. According 
to the U.S. Geological Survey, for every 2.7 
miles a hurricane travels across marshes and 
wetlands the storm surge is reduced by one 
foot. 

Wetlands protect ground and surface water, 
purify water by removing sediments and nutri-
ents, reduce the severity of flooding, prevent 
erosion and provide habitat for a diverse com-
munity of plants, animals, fish and birds. In 
particular, millions of migratory birds depend 
on wetlands throughout their life cycles as 
breeding, staging and resting grounds. Sadly, 
more than half of our Nation’s original colonial 
wetlands have been lost. The fundamental 
goal of the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Act is to conserve remaining wetland 
habitat. It is a program that is working and it 
is a sound investment of U.S. taxpayer funds. 

In my own Congressional District in Cali-
fornia, there have been a number of approved 
NAWCA projects. A recent example is the $1 
million grant issued to the North San Joaquin 
Valley Wetland Habitat Project to protect, re-
store and enhance over 36,000 acres of wet-
lands, riparian and upland habitats. The prime 
sponsor of this project is the California Water-
fowl Association. This organization is working, 
with local landowners to ensure that critical 
habitat can provide maximum benefits to mi-
gratory birds and a host of other wildlife spe-
cies. Under their leadership, the California 
Waterfowl Association and its non-govern-
mental partners will contribute $2.3 million to-
wards the success of this grant. 
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