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Transparency Act. Unfortunately, this 
body failed to truly bring sunshine to 
its decision-making process to the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, democracy works best 
when the American electorate is en-
gaged and informed. If we want to 
truly regain the public’s trust, we can 
provide greater accountability and 
transparency with a simple step. Let’s 
start by communicating to our con-
stituents about the votes we take. 

Too many people feel left out of the 
process and find it difficult to locate 
and understand the votes cast by their 
representatives. That is why I encour-
age my colleagues to cosponsor H. Res. 
797, which I introduced with my col-
league CHRIS SHAYS. 

This resolution would require each 
Member of this Chamber to provide a 
clear link from their publicly-funded 
official Web site to a new voting record 
database organized by Member name 
maintained by the House clerk. This 
nonpartisan database would give each 
American the opportunity with the 
click of a button to view a comprehen-
sive list of every rollcall vote cast by 
their representative and see a descrip-
tion of each vote. 

We are supposed be the most rep-
resentative body of government. With 
this in mind, we should make it easy 
for citizens to be informed. Please co-
sponsor H. Res. 797. 

f 

WORLD A SAFER PLACE WITH THE 
DEATH OF AL-ZARQAWI 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, the kill-
ing of al-Zarqawi is the most impor-
tant victory in Iraq since capturing 
Saddam Hussein. Al-Zarqawi was the 
Osama bin Laden of Iraq. He was al 
Qaeda’s leader in Iraq. He personally 
beheaded American hostages on na-
tional TV. He bombed U.N. head-
quarters in Iraq and hotels Jordan. 

I was with President Bush yesterday 
at the White House at the very mo-
ment he got the message that al- 
Zarqawi was killed. At exactly 3:57 
p.m., National Security Advisor Steven 
Hadley told President Bush and also 
handed a note to Vice President CHE-
NEY and Condi Rice that he had been 
killed. President Bush looked at the 
note, smiled and winked at Condi Rice. 
I knew something big had just hap-
pened. 

I have just returned from Iraq, where 
I personally met with the people who 
tracked down al-Zarqawi. I met with 
General Stan McChrystal and his Spe-
cial Operations team at their command 
center. All over the walls of the com-
mand center were posters of al- 
Zarqawi. They told us they were close 
to getting him and they would get him. 

Well, they did get al-Zarqawi, and 
today the world is a safer place. Thank 
God for our troops. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). Guests in the gallery should 
refrain from applauding. 

f 

AL-ZARQAWI’S DEATH A MAJOR 
MILESTONE IN WAR ON TERROR 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we are mak-
ing great strides in the war on terror 
with every new day. Just last night, 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the mastermind 
behind countless brutal acts of terror, 
was killed in an air strike. Al-Zarqawi 
was directly responsible for thousands 
of bombings, assassinations, kidnap- 
pings and other acts of terror in Iraq 
and around the globe. Thanks to the 
hard work and perseverance of our 
United States military forces, he will 
no longer be able to kill. 

This is a major victory in the war on 
terror and a major step setback to al 
Qaeda, as al-Zarqawi was one of its 
strongest leaders. Yet as President 
Bush said, we cannot expect the terror-
ists to give up just because one of their 
most visible leaders is gone. We must 
continue to prosecute this war on ter-
ror until our mission is accomplished 
and until Iraq can defend and govern 
itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot begin to ex-
press how proud I am of our troops for 
their service, selfless attitude and sac-
rifice. They are making great strides. 
They are freeing people from oppres-
sion so they may enjoy the same free-
doms Americans cherish. They are 
fighting a global war on terror, and 
they are winning. 

I commend our military forces for 
reaching this great milestone and en-
courage them to keep up the great 
work. 

f 

FREEDOM IS ON THE MARCH IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, last night, the murderous 
mission of one of the most brutal ter-
rorist minds in Iraq, al-Zarqawi, al 
Qaeda’s master of death and destruc-
tion to Sunni, Shiite, Kurd and coali-
tion forces alike, has been brought to 
an end. The death of Zarqawi, al 
Qaeda’s commander-in-chief of the in-
surgency, is proof to the people of Iraq, 
the United States and the world as a 
whole that freedom is on the march. 
His death in a U.S. military air strike 
represents another milestone in the 
war on terror. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to our 
men and women in uniform who put 

themselves in harm’s way to protect 
our freedom and to bring terrorists like 
al-Zarqawi to justice. 

I call upon my colleagues to reaffirm 
our commitment to the important 
work our troops in Iraq are doing to 
make the world a safer place for people 
of all nations. 

f 

WASHINGTON REPUBLICANS PLAY 
POLITICS RATHER THAN OFFER 
REAL SOLUTIONS 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, we need 
to declare victory with the Zarqawi 
killing, and this is a time to also de-
clare that the Iraqi government has 
completed the formation of its cabinet 
and we can start withdrawing our 
troops. 

Now, all Americans are disgusted by 
what they see in Washington and they 
are looking for real leadership on the 
important issues of the day. First we 
could announce there are victories and 
we can start withdrawing our troops. 

But, unfortunately, Washington Re-
publicans prefer to waste time on par-
tisan politics, instead of focusing on 
priorities such as affordable health 
care, energy costs, the economy, the 
rising cost of staying in Iraq and the 
deficit. 

This week, the Senate spent 3 days 
debating a gay marriage amendment 
that everyone knew was going no-
where. In order to pass out of the Sen-
ate, the amendment needed 67 votes, 
and they couldn’t even get a majority. 
The issue should be dead for the year, 
but now we hear the House leadership 
plans to bring it up later this summer. 

Mr. Speaker, let us give ourselves 
credit for what we have done in Iraq 
and let us focus on these issues and let 
us start withdrawing our troops. 

f 

AN IMPORTANT DAY IN THE 
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today is an 
important day in the global war on ter-
ror. One of al Qaeda’s most evil and 
ruthless terrorists, al-Zarqawi, has 
been eliminated, along with seven of 
his top aides. Justice has prevailed. 

As the leader of al Qaeda in Iraq, 
Zarqawi was the mastermind behind 
the brutal murder of countless inno-
cent Iraqis, car bombings, assassina-
tions, kidnappings and attacks on our 
troops. It was Zarqawi who appeared on 
Internet videos personally beheading 
innocent civilians for the whole world 
to see. 

News like this shows that we are 
making steady progress in Iraq. The 
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