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Since when does the FCC care about 

the Pittsburgh public access channel? 
How fast will the FCC respond to Pitts-
burgh’s institutional network, the I- 
Net that a city relies on. 

b 1315 

Why should the FCC be the final arbi-
ter over America’s streets? 

Why is Congress telling America’s 
local governments that they have to 
hire a Washington attorney to defend 
their roads? 

We will never know. We are not al-
lowed to debate this bill. This rule 
should be voted down. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I think we have 
heard a good debate. I think the key, 
first with regard to the process, the 
rule. Obviously every piece of legisla-
tion is brought forth for consideration 
by rule that sets the terms of the de-
bate, how many amendments can be 
made in order, how long they be can be 
debated, et cetera. 

As I said before, a colleague of mine 
on my side of the aisle said, why have 
we made under this rule three times as 
many Democrat or bipartisan amend-
ments than Republican amendments? I 
said, because we want to be fair. It is 
an important issue; want to make sure 
that everybody gets a chance, that the 
key issues, the key issues have a 
chance to move forward in a fair way. 
So we are being exceptionally fair. It is 
an exceptionally important issue. 

There is finally going to be competi-
tion for cable television in this coun-
try. I don’t know about you, Mr. 
Speaker, but I have constituents 
through the years complain about their 
lack of choice with regard to cable, the 
fact that rates continue to rise. There 
is no competition. There is no alter-
natives for consumers with regard to 
cable television. 

Finally, there is going to be, because 
of this legislation. So it is an impor-
tant piece of legislation. That is why 
we wanted to be as fair as possible with 
regard to the terms of debate. That is 
why we made three times as many 
amendments, Democrat or bipartisan 
amendments in order than Republican 
amendments. 

We have still heard complaints. Obvi-
ously it is a free country. But Mr. 
Speaker, we are proud of the rule, 
proud of the process, of the hard work 
that has been put into this legislation, 
starting with Chairman BARTON, Mr. 
RUSH of Illinois, Mr. UPTON, so many 
others, Mr. PICKERING, who have 
worked so hard on this piece of legisla-
tion, and we bring it forth in a very 
fair process with a very fair rule. 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, as the tele-
communications industry takes leaps and 
bounds in pushing the innovation envelope, it 
is almost impossible for the Federal Govern-
ment to keep pace. In fact, it is often times a 
detriment for the Government to preemptively 
legislate on an issue before we can either de-

fine it or grasp its impact. What we can do is 
to remove barriers to entry that currently exist, 
paving the way for new entrants to offer serv-
ices benefiting this Nation. 

The legislation before us here today is a 
step in the direction of more choice and lower 
costs for American consumers. A national 
cable franchise will streamline the current 
process and allow faster entry into the market-
place for non-traditional cable providers pro-
viding real choice for all of our constituents. 

In my home State of Indiana, legislation was 
enacted earlier this year, streamlining the 
process by which cable providers could offer 
service. Already, investment is coming to the 
heartland—millions of dollars is being plugged 
into our economy by companies laying fiber, 
offering different services, leading to more 
jobs in Indiana. Let’s also talk about the small-
er companies in my district, and across Indi-
ana, who now are free from barriers to entry 
so they can begin to offer cable services to 
compete with larger companies. 

Who is the winner in the end? Our constitu-
ents, our economy, our innovators. I thank 
Chairman BARTON and Chairman UPTON for 
their leadership on this issue. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the 
balance of my time, and I move the 
previous question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BOOZMAN). The question is on the reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5522, 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
f 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT 
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 851 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5522. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5522) 
making appropriations for foreign op-
erations, export financing, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2007, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. THORNBERRY in the 
Chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
KOLBE) and the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. LOWEY) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I am 
pleased today to present to the House 
of Representatives H.R. 5522, the fiscal 
year 2007 appropriation bills for foreign 
operations, export financing and re-
lated programs. And I might say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I am pleased to have 
you back in the Chair for I am not sure 
how many of the consecutive years 
since I have been doing this bill that 
you have been there, but it feels very 
good to have you back with us. 

Before I turn to the bill, let me just 
mention that this is the last appropria-
tions bill that I will be bringing to the 
floor, at least the last regular foreign 
operations appropriations bill. 

As with nearly every other foreign 
operations bill over the last 6 years, 
this bill is a product of bipartisan co-
operation, something I could not have 
done without the support and coopera-
tion of my esteemed ranking member, 
Mrs. LOWEY, or my vice chairman, Mr. 
SHERWOOD and every member of the 
subcommittee. 

I am proud of this bill. I can honestly 
say it has probably been one of the 
more difficult ones that we have put 
together. The bill before you totals 
$21.3 billion. While this level is $597 
million above the amount provided in 
fiscal year 2006, not counting 
supplementals, it is fully $2.4 billion 
below the amount requested by the 
President. In other words, by reducing 
the allocation by $2.4 billion, we have 
freed up that amount for pressing do-
mestic needs. 

The bill includes increases for three 
priorities, the war on terror, the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation, and 
international health spending, prior-
ities which lie at the core of the United 
States interests abroad. For the war on 
terror, this bill includes $962.3 million 
for Afghanistan. This amount is $137 
million below the President’s request, 
but $85 million over fiscal year 2006. 

As with last year’s bill, this bill con-
tinues a provision that withholds $385 
million until the Afghan government, 
both at national and local levels, fully 
cooperates with our efforts against 
narcotics production and trafficking. I 
want to be clear that I appreciate the 
support of the government of Afghani-
stan in the war on terror. However, 
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