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Rusin began her tenure, St. Josaphat had 85 
students and was on the brink of closing. 
Today, St. Josaphat is flourishing with over 
250 students. Through a groundbreaking pro-
gram with DePaul University, Mrs. Rusin has 
brought new learning methods to St. Josaphat. 
Mrs. Rusin and Dr. Akihiko Takahashi joined 
forces to train St. Josaphat teachers, as well 
as DePaul student teachers, in the methods of 
learning and teaching utilized in Japanese 
schools. 

During Mrs. Rusin’s time as principal of St. 
Josaphat, the school has been widely recog-
nized throughout the Archdiocese and the city 
of Chicago as one of the premiere educational 
facilities for pre-school through 8th grade. Mrs. 
Rusin was recently awarded the Sheffield Star 
Award, presented each year to two individuals 
who bring distinction and leadership to their 
profession and make the Sheffield Neighbor-
hood a multi-faceted and desirable place to 
live. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Rusin, St. 
Josaphat continues to achieve its mission to 
educate and challenge its students to see be-
yond themselves and go beyond the familiar 
so that they may lead responsible, fulfilling 
lives. Mrs. Rusin has been devoted to pre-
paring her students for academic excellence in 
their continuing educations. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a deeply grateful 
community and with enormous appreciation for 
decades of dedicated service to students, 
alumni, faculty, staff, and friends, I thank Mrs. 
Elizabeth Rusin for her extraordinary leader-
ship and selfless commitment to learning and 
to the city of Chicago. Mrs. Rusin left a mark 
on each school she was a part of and will not 
be forgotten. We will remember her countless 
contributions, and wish her continued success 
in her retirement. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a distinguished Amer-
ican, Roger S. Meier, who died on June 5, 
2006, at the age of 80. 

Mr. Meier, a fourth-generation Oregonian 
who lived most of his life in Portland, was a 
descendant of the founders of the Meier & 
Frank Company. He graduated from Yale Uni-
versity and married Laura Schwartz of New 
York City in 1952. He worked at Meier & 
Frank as a Director and Vice-President until 
the store was sold to the May Company in 
1965. 

Mr. Meier was the President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of AMCO, Inc., a privately 
owned investment company for more than 30 
years. The Governor of Oregon appointed him 
to the Public Employees’ Retirement Board in 
1970, and he also served through appointment 
on the Oregon Investment Council from 1973 
to 1986 as Chairman. The Oregonian ob-
served that unpaid public service has rarely, if 
ever, generated such a profound financial ben-
efit for Oregonians. 

Mr. Meier served with distinction as Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees for the Portland 

Art Museum, and as Director of Pacific West-
ern Bank, PacWest Bancorp, NI Industries, 
Fred Meyer, Inc., Key Bank of Oregon, Red 
Lion Inns, Key Trust Company of the North-
west, and The Acorn Family of Funds. Mr. 
Meier also gave generously of his time and 
talents through his service on the boards of 
the Catlin Gabel School, University of Oregon 
Health Sciences Center, Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, the Oregon Historical Society and the 
Legacy Health Systems Retirement Trust. 

Mr. Meier is survived by his wife, Laura; his 
daughters, Alix Goodman and Jill Garvey; his 
sons-in-law, Tom Goodman and Tony Garvey; 
and four grandchildren, Laura and Caroline 
Garvey, and Andrew and Reid Goodman. He 
is also survived by his nieces Muffie Meier, 
Mary Meier Ryan and Lynn Novelli, and his 
grand-nephew J. Allen Meier Ryan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sympathy to the entire Meier 
family. Roger Meier was a national treasure, 
who loved his community and his country and 
served them exceedingly well. He will always 
be missed and never forgotten. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as New York 
City prepares to host the 48th Annual Puerto 
Rican Day Parade, a celebration or Puerto 
Rican culture and heritage, I would like to rise 
to pay tribute to Mr. Orlando Marin. A great 
Puerto Rican musician, Orlando continues to 
excite audiences with his masterful play that 
has earned him the title: the Last Mambo 
King. 

Mambo was exploding in the early 50s 
when a young Orlando, captivated by its 
rhythms, developed a keen interest in Latin 
percussions. At the age of 16, while preparing 
for a career as a cartoon illustrator at New 
York’s prestigious High School of Industrial 
Arts, he formed a small band. The band quick-
ly evolved into a ten-piece orchestra and was 
the first of the Bronx-born Latin Dance ensem-
bles to achieve solid commercial success, ap-
pearing in such renowned venues as New 
York’s fabled Palladium Ballroom. The youthful 
ensemble, appropriately nicknamed La 
Orquesta de la Juventud (the Orchestra of 
Youth), included 14 year old Eddie Palmieri on 
piano and 15 year old Joe Quijano on vocals, 
both of whom were destined to become Latin 
Music greats in their own right. 

Orlando soon began to emerge as a Mambo 
star, recording ‘‘Mi Mambo’’ with the Plus label 
and ‘‘Arriba Cha Cha Cha’’, and ‘‘Let’s Go 
Latin’’ with Fiesta Records. However, in 1958 
his quick assent to stardom was interrupted as 
he was drafted by the U.S. Army to patrol Ko-
rea’s DMZ as part of the U.N. occupation 
forces. Although stationed in Korea, Orlando 
was determined to keep his music alive. He 
entered the All Army Talent Competition, win-
ning first prize in the Pacific Command. A mu-
sical tour of Korea and Japan followed, with a 
trip to Washington DC for the finals, capped 
by a performance on The Ed Sullivan Show. 

‘‘ While still in uniform and stationed in Cali-
fornia, Orlando once sat in for Tito Puente on 
timbales at the Hollywood Palladium. Years 
later he appeared with Tito at the Palladium, 
this time each leading his own orchestra, and 
dueling on timbales. 

Following his military service, Orlando re-
turned to New York and was featured at var-
ious New York dance venues, including the 
Limbo Lounge and the Bronx’s renowned 
Hunts Point Palace. 

Orlando’s maturation as an artist became 
evident with the release of the albums: ‘‘Se Te 
Quemo La Casa’’ ‘‘Que Chevere’’ and ‘‘Esta 
en Algo’’ which included his smash hit 
‘‘Aprende a Querer’’, hailed by his peers to be 
his best. However, Orlando demonstrated his 
true musical genius when he began to move 
outside of the familiar Mambo box, releasing 
‘‘Out of My Mind’’, the first Boogaloo album 
ever recorded, and ‘‘Saxaphobia’’, which con-
tained arrangements for five saxophones but 
none of the traditionally Latin trumpets. 

Orlando’s music is appreciated not only by 
the denizens of New York’s traditional Latin 
dance venues, but also by non-Latin fans 
throughout the five boroughs and beyond. In 
1999, the Governor of New York presented 
Orlando with the Bobby Capo Lifetime 
Achievement Award in recognition of his dedi-
cation to Latin music and his fans for nearly a 
half century. 

Perhaps what is most impressive about this 
remarkable musician is his willingness to de-
vote time and energy in order to help those 
who are less fortunate than he. Orlando has 
served as an employment counselor for com-
munity based organizations, including the Na-
tional Puerto Rican Forum, thereby helping 
countless young men and women find the 
road to success. In addition, he spends a 
great deal of his time performing for those 
who cannot come to see him, such as hospital 
patients, inmates of correctional facilities, and 
nursing home residents throughout the New 
York area. 

Mr. Speaker, for his masterful play, innova-
tive genius, and devotion to his fellow man, I 
ask that my colleagues join me in honoring 
Mr. Orlando Marin, the Last Mambo King. 
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HONORING KEVIN M. MCCANN 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Kevin M. McCann of Chicago for his many 
years of service and dedication to education. 
After 32 years in elementary education. Kevin 
is retiring from his position as principal of 
Jamieson Elementary School in the 5th Dis-
trict’s Lincoln Park neighborhood. 

A lifelong Chicagoan, Kevin attended St. 
Patrick High School on the City’s west side. 
He graduated in 1969 and went on to earn a 
degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences from 
DePaul University in 1973. 

While earning his Masters in School Admin-
istration at DePaul, Kevin began teaching 
General Education at Bell Elementary School 
in 1974. In 1977 Kevin moved to LaSalle Lan-
guage Academy, where he taught Upper 
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