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work, in the fall of 2003, Dr. Selinger wit-
nessed the creation of Spokane’s own Project 
Access. Project Access is a national move-
ment of volunteer physicians that organizes 
free medical care to individuals that have a 
low income. After starting more than 10 years 
ago in Buncombe County, North Carolina 
there are now over 50 Project Access pro-
grams across the country that serve the health 
care needs of people who would normally be 
unable to obtain such care. 

In addition, Dr. Selinger has made it his re-
sponsibility to educate the community’s med-
ical professionals on the struggles that low in-
come people face in accessing quality health 
care. Dr. Selinger has made it a priority to 
help numerous physicians understand how 
they can be part of the solution by organizing 
and contributing their services to chartable 
medical programs for disadvantaged people. 

Project Access continues to grow in the 
Spokane area. Because of its success, largely 
due to Dr. Selinger’s commitment, the Spo-
kane County Medical Society has agreed to 
sponsor Project Access and help expand the 
network of physicians in the Inland Northwest. 
Not only has Dr. Selinger and his tireless work 
been recognized by Spokane County, but it 
has also been recognized by distinguished 
community members, physicians, and private 
businesses. The impact of Project Access on 
our community would not be at the level it is 
today if it were not for the leadership of Dr. 
Samuel L. Selinger. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge 
Dr. Samuel L. Selinger for his exceptional 
service to the city of Spokane, and to thank 
him for the role he has played in providing 
free or low cost health care to the disadvan-
taged citizens of Spokane. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
had I been in Washington yesterday, June 6, 
2006, my votes on the following Rollcalls 
would have been as follows: 

Roll No. 223, King/Campbell—‘‘yes.’’ 
Roll No. 224, Kingston—‘‘yes.’’ 
Roll No. 225, Table the Appeal of the Ruling 

of the Chair—‘‘yes.’’ 
Roll No. 226, On Passage—‘‘yes.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF 
LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the 50th Anniversary of the wonderful 
City of Lighthouse Point, Florida. I am proud 
to have represented the residents of this city 
for the 26 years I have served in Congress. 

Incorporated on June 13, 1956, Lighthouse 
Point derived its name from its location under 

the beam of the famed Hillsboro Lighthouse. 
Armed with a petition signed by over 100 resi-
dents favoring incorporation, community lead-
ers traveled to Tallahassee to seek approval. 
Story has it that 77 names on the petition 
were Republicans and they were required to 
re-register before incorporation approval would 
be given by the state’s Democrat leaders. All 
77 agreed to re-register as Independents and 
incorporation of Lighthouse Point was ap-
proved. 

In 1956, approximately 150 people resided 
in the newly incorporated area. Most of these 
residents had grown up in other parts of the 
country during the 1920’s and 1930’s and 
many had served in WWII. What had originally 
been farm land was now a network of canals 
and residential lots providing residents with 
waterfront living and easy access to the Intra-
coastal Waterway and the ocean beyond. It 
was an idyllic place to make a new life for 
yourself and your family. In 1956, Dwight Ei-
senhower was elected President and Leroy 
Collins was elected Governor of Florida, both 
for second terms, a first class postage stamp 
was three cents and Elvis Presley’s ‘‘Don’t Be 
Cruel’’ was the number one record. 

Today, Lighthouse Point is a thriving com-
munity of approximately 10,767 residents. It 
has moved from services provided by volun-
teers to a full service city with its own police, 
fire, and public works departments. Although it 
has grown dramatically, as has all of South 
Florida, it has retained its feeling of a small 
town community. Eighteen miles of canals, 
parks and numerous recreational activities and 
special annual events such as Keeper Days 
and Lighthouse ‘‘A’’ Glow all contribute to the 
hometown feel of Lighthouse Point. It con-
tinues to maintain its heritage and its standard 
of striving to be the best place to live and 
raise a family. 

Mr. Speaker, Lighthouse Point is a jewel in 
the landscape of South Florida. I am honored 
to represent the city and her residents in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. I am also 
pleased to take this opportunity to recognize 
and congratulate Lighthouse Point on the oc-
casion of its 50th Anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE COM-
MISSION (SECURING AMERICA’S 
FUTURE ECONOMY) 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, few are willing to 
admit—much less discuss—the looming finan-
cial crisis facing our country. 

However, the longer we put off fixing the 
problem, the worse the medicine will be and 
the greater the number of Americans who will 
be hurt. We need to begin this conversation 
with the American people today. 

That is why I am introducing legislation to 
establish a national commission that will put 
everything—entitlement benefits and all other 
federal programs as well as our tax policies— 
on the table and require Congress to vote up 
or down on its recommendations in their en-
tirety, similar to the Base Realignment and 

Closure Commission (BRAC) first created by 
former Rep. Dick Armey in 1988. 

This commission would be called the SAFE 
Commission, to secure America’s future econ-
omy. 

Many will say the problem is too big to be 
fixed. Some will view the proposal as too 
risky, particularly in an election year. Others 
will say it is an abdication of congressional re-
sponsibility. 

My response to such comments is that the 
problem is so great we can no longer look for 
excuses not to act. Nothing, I believe, is too 
big to undertake. 

Abraham Lincoln, one of our Nation’s great-
est presidents, once said, ‘‘You cannot escape 
the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it 
today.’’ 

Yet that is precisely what we have been 
doing—avoiding our responsibility to future 
generations of Americans by passing on a 
broken system in the form of unfunded Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid obligations. 
And it’s been both sides of the aisle and in 
both Republican and Democrat administra-
tions. 

The growing gap between money that has 
been promised to future generations in various 
entitlement programs and that which is avail-
able to pay these promised benefits is stag-
gering. 

To meet the government’s current unfunded 
promises for future spending, every Amer-
ican—including multimillionaires like Bill Gates 
and Warren Buffett—would have to hand over 
90 percent of their personal net worth in to-
day’s dollars. This is unacceptable. 

I deeply believe there is a moral component 
that goes to the heart of who we are as Amer-
icans. By that I mean, I wonder if we have lost 
the national will to make tough decisions that 
may require sacrifice? Moreover, have we lost 
the political courage to reject the partisan and 
special interest demands and do what is best 
for our country? 

If we remember the legacy we have inher-
ited, the debt we owe to previous genera-
tions—our grandparents and our parents and 
the sacrifices they made to make our country 
what it is today—we all will be moved to do 
our duty. 

The SAFE commission should be embraced 
by both sides of the aisle. I am open to sug-
gestions about the legislation from members 
of both parties. This is a national issue; not a 
Republican issue or a Democrat issue. 

A month ago I took a trip to Antietam Na-
tional Battlefield. As I walked along ‘‘Bloody 
Lane,’’ the site of one of the most vicious bat-
tles of the Civil War, I was struck by how 
many individuals made the ultimate sacrifice. 

September 18, 1862 was the bloodiest sin-
gle day in American history. There were more 
than 23,000 casualties, nine times as many 
Americans killed or wounded than in World 
War II’s D–Day on June 6, 1944. More sol-
diers were killed and wounded at the Battle of 
Antietam than the deaths of all Americans in 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the 
Mexican War and Spanish-American War 
combined. 

I also recently visited the site of George 
Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River 
in anticipation of the Battle of Trenton. Wash-
ington was down to only 3,000 soldiers and 
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