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June 4, 2006] 

PROBING THE MIND TO UNLOCK GAMBLING 
ADDICTION 

(By Denise Jewell) 

Piecing together the information doctors 
know about the biology of pathological gam-
bling is like solving a difficult jigsaw puzzle 
for researchers like Dr. Jon Grant. ‘‘This is 
not simply an issue with people with poor or 
weak moral character as some myths por-
tray it,’’ Grant said. ‘‘This is an addiction. It 
is complex.’’ 

Grant is a medical doctor and a psychia-
trist at the University of Minnesota who spe-
cializes in studying compulsive gambling. 
For eight years, he has been searching for a 
medical solution to curb cravings associated 
with problem gambling. He and his research 
team have done brain scans and other tests 
that indicate chemicals and receptors react 
differently when compulsive gamblers are 
calm and when they’re revved up to bet. 

The most recent results of that work—pub-
lished in February’s edition of the American 
Journal of Psychiatry—advances evidence 
that pathological gamblers are physically 
different from other types of gamblers. Com-
pulsive gamblers who took the experimental 
drug Nalmefene, for instance, were less im-
pulsive than those given a placebo. ‘‘For the 
last 10 years, there have been rumblings that 
it’s a biological problem,’’ Grant said. ‘‘This 
gives a lot more support to that theory.’’ 

While researchers have only recently start-
ed to record results for drugs that help over-
come the urge to gamble, doctors have been 
working on the neurobiology aspects of gam-
bling for more than two decades. The late 
Dr. Robert L. Custer, a pioneer in compul-
sive gambling research, convinced the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Association in 1980 to clas-
sify the impulses of addicts as a disease 
much like Tourette’s syndrome and pyro-
mania. Custer categorized gamblers as pro-
fessional, antisocial, casual, serious, escape 
and compulsive. Professional gamblers, he 
said, were not compulsive even though they 
took risks and gambled frequently. He said 
they used gambling as a job, showing clear- 
headed money skills, reasoned strategies and 
the ability to walk away without losing 
their bankroll. Custer characterized anti-
social gamblers as withdrawn but not com-
pulsive, casual gamblers as infrequent play-
ers, serious gamblers as those who use count-
ing or tracking techniques to beat the odds 
at card tables, and escape gamblers as those 
who occasionally get away from reality 
through gambling. 

Grant said gambling addiction could be-
come a ‘‘huge social problem’’ as legal gam-
bling grows in popularity through such 
things as televised poker tournaments and 
the greater availability of instant impulse 
games like slot machines. ‘‘We’re seeing dif-
ferent demographics—people from all walks 
of life—involved,’’ he said. ‘‘It suggests that 
this is going to be a bigger and bigger prob-
lem as time goes on.’’ At the University at 
Buffalo’s Research Institute on Addictions, 
John Welte has been working to quantify the 
scope of the problem through research that 
involved interviewing 2,631 people. He said 
the survey showed that compulsive gambling 
and the related social costs can be traced in 
concentric circles around a gambling facil-
ity. The closer in you get, the more severe 
the issue, he said. And, he added, people liv-
ing in poorer neighborhoods reported higher 
rates of problem gambling. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF 
HOPE’S TRI-STATE LABOR AND 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL HON-
ORING MR. JOSEPH SELLERS 
WITH ITS SPIRIT OF LIFE 
AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to highlight the accom-
plishments of Mr. Joseph Sellers. Joe Sellers 
is the President and Business Manager for 
Local Union 19 of the Sheet Metal Workers in 
the Philadelphia area, Central Pennsylvania, 
Southern New Jersey, and Delaware. 

This week, The City of Hope’s Tri-State 
Labor and Management Council will honor Mr. 
Sellers with its Spirit of Life Award. 

City of Hope National Medical Center is one 
of the world’s leading research and treatment 
centers for cancer, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, and 
bone marrow transplantation. City of Hope’s 
Tri-state Labor and Management Council 
Award has for many years increased public 
awareness and support for its research efforts. 
The Council’s efforts are vital to City of Hope’s 
battle against killer diseases. Additionally, the 
Labor and Management Council provides op-
portunities to union and management leaders 
to work together for a common cause—to as-
sist the City of Hope in its vital research and 
patient care, no matter how long the hospital 
stay or complex the therapy. 

Mr. Sellers began as an apprentice in 1980. 
Since then Mr. Sellers has made great con-
tributions to his union and his community. Mr. 
Sellers has served as a union Executive 
Board Member, Training Coordinator, and 
Business Agent. 

Mr. Sellers has held numerous positions 
within his union’s International Association and 
currently holds executive positions with the 
Pennsylvania State Council of Sheet Metal 
Workers’ International Association, New Jer-
sey State Council of Sheet Metal Workers, 
Mechanical Trades District Council of Dela-
ware Valley, Metropolitan Association of Presi-
dents and Business Representatives, and the 
National Energy Management Institute. 

If these positions were not enough, Mr. Sell-
ers is the Vice-President of the Philadelphia 
Building and Construction Trades Council and 
the Philadelphia AFL-CIO. He is the Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the Mechanical and Allied 
Crafts Council of New Jersey. 

Additionally, Mr. Sellers is an Executive 
Board Member of the Pennsylvania Building 
and Construction Trades Council and the 
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO and a Member of the 
Pennsylvania State Apprentice and Training 
Council. 

In addition to his commitment to supporting 
working men and women throughout the Dela-
ware Valley, Mr. Sellers is active in civic, char-
itable, and government affairs. In the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina, he gathered mone-
tary donations as well as clothing and food for 
the storm ravaged communities along the Gulf 
Coast. Recognizing the Gulf Coast’s need for 
strong backs, hard workers, raw manpower, 
he dispatched union workers to aid in hurri-
cane recovery. 

In his local community, Mr. Sellers has 
spent countless hours working with the Piney 
Grove Baptist Church and Community Center 
and The Potter House Mission. For these hon-
ors Mr. Sellers selected as Labor Leader of 
the Year 2004 for the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the 2004 Labor Leader award from the 
American Veterans Association. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to draw 
this Chamber’s attention to the accomplish-
ments of Mr. Sellers. He has made a great 
contribution to his community. Our nation 
would be greatly improved if we all made a 
fraction of the contribution as Mr. Sellers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIAN GEORGE 
KNOP FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Brian George Knop, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 376, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Brian has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Brian has served in the leadership positions 
of Chaplains Aide and Quartermaster, among 
others. He is a Brotherhood member of Order 
of the Arrow and a Warrior in the Tribe of Mic- 
O-Say. For his Eagle Scout project, Brian 
planned and supervised the landscaping of the 
front side of the Liberty United Methodist 
Church in Liberty, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Brian George Knop for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF HUGH C. 
REYNOLDS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Hugh C. Reynolds of 
Fordyce, Arkansas. Strong leadership, vision, 
concern for others, and philanthropy were en-
during legacies left by H.C. Reynolds. He 
passed away on Saturday, May 6, 2006 at the 
age of 85, after having served his nation, 
state, and the city of Fordyce with distinction. 
I would like to recognize Mr. Reynolds’ con-
tributions to Arkansas and our Nation. 

H.C. Reynolds was born August 5, 1920 to 
the late Hugh Cleveland and Ruth Sisson 
Reynolds in Fordyce. He was a dedicated 
member of Fordyce First Baptist Church and a 
Shriner. 
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Mr. Reynolds will forever be remembered 

for his bravery, leadership, and compassion. 
He served his nation as an Army Veteran of 
World War II and was a lifelong member of 
the Democratic Party. He also recently re-
signed as Chairman of the Dallas County 
Democratic Committee. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Frances Keenum Reynolds and a brother, Wil-
liam Reynolds. My deepest condolences go 
out to his sister, Mary Ruth Creech of Cam-
den; his son, Collins Reynolds and wife Janie 
of Bismark; his daughters, Linda Hankins and 
husband Troy of Pine Bluff, Vickie Gray and 
husband Paul of Hot Springs; his five grand-
children, and six great-grandchildren. Mr. Rey-
nolds’ legacy and spirit will live on in those 
who lives he touches. 

f 

INDIAN COUNTRY EDUCATIONAL 
EMPOWERMENT ACT 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing the Indian Country Educational Em-
powerment Act. This Act will facilitate eco-
nomic growth and development in Indian 
Country by dramatically increasing the incen-
tives for individuals with advanced degrees to 
work within and for Indian Country. 

I am deeply concerned by the fact that Na-
tive Americans continue to rank at the bottom 
of every indicator of social and economic well- 
being in America. Unemployment continues to 
average near 50 percent in Indian Country 
and hovers well over 90 percent on many 
Reservations. Indian Country continues to 
have some of the highest rates of poverty, 
poorest health, highest mortality rates, and 
lowest levels of educational achievement in 
the United States. 

A unique legal and political relationship ex-
ists between the United States and Indian 
tribes that is reflected in the Constitution, var-
ious treaties, Federal statutes, Supreme Court 
decisions, and executive agreements. This 
creates a responsibility for the federal govern-
ment to facilitate and complement tribal gov-
ernments’ efforts to improve the quality of life 
for Native Americans and encourage eco-
nomic development in Indian Country. This bill 
does just that. 

Numerous external efforts at economic de-
velopment in Indian Country have proven un-
successful. The most successful efforts have 
been initiated from within native communities 
themselves. Economic development efforts 
that empower native communities and give 
them the tools to make their own decisions 
should be encouraged and pursued. 

I believe that education and economic de-
velopment go hand-in-hand in Indian Country. 
Indeed, higher education is a fundamental 
form of economic development. Yet, an 
uneducated workforce continues to be a cycli-
cal obstacle to economic growth in Indian 
Country. 

The cycle is vicious. Businesses are often 
unwilling to locate into Indian Country because 
of the lack of an educated workforce and Na-

tive American youth see little value in an ad-
vanced degree because there are no jobs on 
the Reservation that would reward one. Those 
native youth that do obtain a higher education 
often do not return to their communities be-
cause there are no jobs. 

Higher education is costly to attain. As col-
lege and graduate school costs continue to 
swell, students are increasingly shouldering 
high levels of debt to pay for a college edu-
cation. In fact, thirty-nine percent of student 
borrowers now graduate with levels of debt 
that require monthly payments in excess of 
eight percent of their total monthly incomes. 

Loan repayment assistance for higher edu-
cation graduates choosing to work in Indian 
Country will help break this cycle of poverty 
and promote economic development. I urge 
my colleagues to support this important legis-
lation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING REN DICKSON FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Ren Dickson, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 337, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ren has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ren has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ren Dickson for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CONGRESS SALUTES LANCE 
CORPORAL JASON KEITH BURNETT 

HON. DAVE WELDON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the life and service of Jason 
Keith Burnett, a lance corporal with the United 
States Marine Corps—who lost his life in Iraq 
while conducting combat operations on May 
11, 2006 in the Al Anbar Province. 

Burnett drowned with three other Marines 
when their tank plunged off a bridge during a 
combat patrol. The others killed in the acci-
dent were Lance Corporal David J. Grames 
Sanchez of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 2nd Lt. Mi-
chael L. Licaizi of Garden City, New York and 
Corporal Steve Vahaviolos of Airmont, New 
York. 

At the time of his death, Lance Corporal 
Burnett was a member of Company A, 2nd 

Tank Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. 

His parents, Ronald and Michele Burnett 
and his brother, Ryan, a Marine stationed in 
Hawaii, survive him. Several hundred people 
attended the funeral at First Baptist Church of 
Poinciana on May 25, 2006 to honor our fallen 
hero. 

He served his country honorably—with cour-
age, inspiring initiative and distinction. 

A devoted Marine and true patriot, it has 
been said of Lance Corporal Burnett that he 
knew how to make people laugh and he knew 
when it was time to be serious—either by 
helping the poor through his church or playing 
soccer. 

He will be long remembered for his love of 
outdoors, his successful mission trips with his 
church and his ultimate sacrifice for his coun-
try. We’ve lost another great American. We 
will all miss him. Jason Burnett is a true hero. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family 
and friends. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANTHONY WARREN 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Anthony Warren, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 337, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Anthony has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Anthony has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Anthony Warren for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMED FORCES 
AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, this morning we 
woke up to the news that Abu Musab al- 
Zarqawi, the vicious terrorist who has be-
headed innocent civilians and murdered 
women and children in furtherance of his per-
verted view of peaceful religion, was killed by 
a U.S. precision guided air-strike. 

I would like to take this moment to thank the 
men and women of our Armed Forces and the 
intelligence community for their tireless efforts 
in striking the sword of justice deep into the 
heart of the terrorist threat. I want them to 
know that their work has saved the lives of 
Americans and Iraqis. 
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