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While there is the possibility that someone 

will attempt to rise and take Zarqawi’s place, 
I am hopeful that confusion and fear will now 
reign supreme amongst the terrorists and that 
Iraq’s newly formed government can use this 
to their advantage and continue moving Iraq 
forward. There is still work to do, and we must 
remain vigilant. The global war on terror is not 
about an individual, but about combating a 
perverted ideology that hates freedom, democ-
racy, justice and equal rights for all. 

Again, I congratulate our military and the 
Iraqi people for this success and hope that 
Zarqawi’s death will lead to peace and stability 
in Iraq. 
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IN LASTING MEMORY OF SAM 
PIERSON 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life and accomplishments of 
Sam Pierson, who passed away on the 25th 
of January. Sam was an admired and cher-
ished member of the Lewisville, AR, commu-
nity, and I would like to take a few moments 
to recognize his achievements. 

Mr. Pierson was born on February 10, 1931, 
in Bebee, OK. As a dedicated law enforce-
ment officer, Sam served as the Lewisville city 
marshall in 1968 and the Lafayette County 
deputy in 1980. Sam then served as the 
Lewisville chief of police from 1985 to 1998 
and most recently as the Lafayette County 
sheriff from 2001 to 2002. He was extremely 
respected among his colleagues, and was a 
member of the Arkansas Sheriff’s Association 
and the National Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice. 

In addition to his remarkable achievements 
in public service, Sam Pierson also served his 
country. He was a veteran of the Korean war, 
where he was wounded and received a Purple 
Heart. He was also a member of the Okla-
homa National Guard 45th Division and a 
member of the American Legion. 

I am deeply saddened by the death of Sam 
Pierson. His passing will leave a void in Lafay-
ette County, the city of Lewisville, and in the 
lives of his family and many friends. While Mr. 
Pierson may no longer be with us, his spirit 
and legacy will live on forever in the lives he 
touched. 

My most heartfelt condolences go out to his 
wife, Maebell Pierson; their 3 sons, George 
and wife Mary Ann Pierson, John and wife Bil-
lie Joe Pierson, and Joe and wife Sheila Pier-
son; their 3 daughters, Kay and husband 
Hoppy Higgins, Linda and husband Wayne 
Etue, and Samantha and husband Michael 
Henry; his 3 brothers, Jimmy Milligan, Doug 
Milligan, and Charles Milligan; his 4 sisters, 
Daisy Neff, Georgia Cox, Vadia Ross, and 
Barbara Muntz; his 15 grandchildren, 14 great 
grandchildren, and a host of other relatives 
and friends. 

OGLALA SIOUX TRIBE ANGOSTURA 
IRRIGATION PROJECT REHABILI-
TATION AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to introduce the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
Angostura Irrigation Project Rehabilitation and 
Development Act. This legislation authorizes 
much-needed efficiency improvements to the 
irrigation facilities at the Angostura Unit, a 
Federal Bureau of Reclamation dam on the 
Cheyenne River in South Dakota. These im-
provements will restore critical water re-
sources and promote economic development 
on the nearby Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

This bill provides important resources to the 
citizens of South Dakota and the Lakota peo-
ple of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. It 
authorizes funds to carry out the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s recommended improvements to 
the irrigation facilities at the Angostura dam. 
The dam provides substantial economic bene-
fits to many South Dakotans. It provides irriga-
tion to 12,218 acres of land which benefits 
ranchers and agricultural producers in the 
area, and it supports an important recreational 
boating and fishing industry which is enjoyed 
by many of our citizens. 

Until now, however, the Angostura dam has 
failed to provide any of these economic bene-
fits to the members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
who live just 20 miles downstream of the dam 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The 
Oglala Sioux Tribe has long relied on the re-
sources provided by the Cheyenne River, 
which forms part of the northern boundary of 
its reservation. Long before the dam was con-
structed as part of the Pick-Sloan Missouri 
River Basin Project, the tribe relied on the 
river as an important economic resource. 
Since it was completed, however, the dam has 
taken an enormous toll on the tribe. The dam 
curbed the Cheyenne River’s natural flow, re-
ducing water quality on the reservation, dimin-
ishing natural riparian habitats, adversely im-
pacting fish and wildlife and forcing important 
tribal agricultural enterprises to shut their 
doors. 

The bill implements the Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s preferred alternative in its revised water 
management plan for the Angostura Unit, 
which calls for improved efficiencies in irriga-
tion operations that will free up additional 
water resources for both existing water users 
and the tribe. In addition, the legislation would 
authorize the creation of a trust fund to com-
pensate the tribe for the devastating economic 
impacts and loss of natural resources caused 
by the operation of the dam. The fund will be 
used to promote economic and infrastructure 
development on the Pine Ridge Indian Res-
ervation and enhance the education, health 
and general welfare of the Oglala Lakota peo-
ple. 

I hope that my distinguished colleagues will 
take up and pass this legislation quickly. It will 
allow all of us in South Dakota to better use 
our natural resources, while keeping our sol-
emn commitment to deal fairly and honorably 
with the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the Lakota 

people of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 
I ask for your help and support in moving it 
forward. 
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RECOGNIZING JOSEPH OLVERA 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joseph Olvera, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 337, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joseph has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joseph has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joseph Olvera for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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CONGRESS SALUTES BRIGADIER 
GENERAL MARK H. OWEN 

HON. DAVE WELDON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Brigadier General Mark H. Owen, 
Commander of the 45th Space Wing in Florida 
and Deputy Department of Defense Manager 
for Manned Space Flight Support to NASA. I 
congratulate him on his new assignment as 
Deputy Director, Strategic Security, Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Air, Space and Information Op-
erations, Plans and Requirements, Head-
quarters United States Air Force, Pentagon, 
Washington, DC. 

For the past 2 years, Brigadier General 
Owen has served as the Director of the East-
ern Range, responsible for the safe and se-
cure access to space of America’s manned 
and unmanned space vehicles. 

During this time, he was responsible for the 
processing and launch of U.S. Government 
and commercial satellites from Cape Canav-
eral Air Force Station. 

The Eastern Range encompasses a 15 mil-
lion square mile area, that includes a network 
of radar, telemetry tracking and telecommuni-
cation hardware operating at sites up the East 
Coast and in the Atlantic Ocean including de-
tachments at Antigua Air Station and Ascen-
sion Island. 

General Owen earned his commission upon 
graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in 1979. To date, he has received seven pro-
motions and served in a variety of space and 
missile assignments involving missile combat 
crew operations, satellite command and con-
trol, space lift and test range operations and 
major space systems acquisitions. 
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