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education in the field of oncology. The Oncol-
ogy Nursing Society is the largest organization 
of oncology health professionals in the world, 
with more than 33,000 registered nurses and 
other health care professionals. The Society’s 
mission is to promote excellence in oncology 
nursing and quality cancer care. I commend 
Diane and her organization for all that they do 
in the field of oncology. 

Cancer is a complex, multifaceted and 
chronic disease, and people with cancer are 
best served by a multidisciplinary health care 
team specializing in oncology care, including 
nurses who are certified in that specialty. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society, one 
in three women and one in two men will re-
ceive a diagnosis of cancer at some point in 
their lives, and one out of every four deaths in 
the United States results from cancer. This 
year approximately 26,390 people in Wis-
consin will be diagnosed with cancer, and an-
other 10,650 will lose their battles with this ter-
rible disease. Every day, oncology nurses see 
the pain and suffering caused by cancer and 
understand the physical, emotional, and finan-
cial challenges people with cancer face 
throughout their diagnosis and treatment. 

I would like to once again acknowledge and 
thank Diane Otte for her hard work and lead-
ership on the Oncology Nursing Society Board 
of Directors. As a nurse and leader in the 
field, Diane has made it her life’s mission to 
help others and she should be applauded for 
all she has done. 
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RECOGNIZING ALEXANDER STE-
VEN ORTEGA FOR ACHIEVING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Alexander Steven Ortega, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 314, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Alexander has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Alexander has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Alexander Steven Ortega for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
THE STRONGSVILLE MUSTANGS 
BASEBALL TEAM—STATE 
CHAMPS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of the Strongsville Mus-

tangs Baseball Team, for their spectacular vic-
tory as winners of the State of Ohio, 2006 Di-
vision I High School Championship. 

This well-deserved triumph reflects a com-
mitted coaching staff and dedicated players 
who maintained a steady focus on their collec-
tive dream. The individual athleticism, enthu-
siasm and discipline that reflected from every 
player also reflected the soul of a team whose 
faith in themselves and passion for the game 
proved mightier than the odds of winning. 

The sheer talent, drive and ultimate victory 
that frames the 2006 season of the 
Strongsville Mustangs, a team once described 
as the ‘‘underdog,’’ stands as a monument to 
the collective resilience and spirit of our nation 
itself, and reflects the heart and soul of our 
greatest American pastime—baseball. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of the coaches and 
players of the Strongsville High School Mus-
tangs as we join in congratulating them on 
their outstanding victory as State Champions. 
The individual and collective achievements of 
the Strongsville Mustangs Baseball Team un-
derscores the meaning of the words ‘‘True 
Champion,’’ and serves to inspire us all with 
the joy of the game and the knowledge any-
thing is possible, even in the bottom of the 
ninth, two down, full count—batter up. 
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ABBAS’ ULTIMATUM TO HAMAS 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to comment on Hamas’ refusal to 
even come to the table to answer Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ recent ultimatum. 

Eleven days ago, President Abbas de-
manded that Hamas government recognize 
the 1967 borders with Israel threatening to 
take the plan to a public referendum. Presi-
dent Abbas’ plan would establish a Palestinian 
State and allow for all Palestinian refuges to 
return to their homes within Israel. Hamas’ re-
fusal to even consider this plan shows just 
how extreme Hamas is. 

Hamas is responsible for the tragic deaths 
of thousands of innocent Israelis and Ameri-
cans, including women and children. It has re-
fused to take part in any peace talks, including 
the Oslo Accords. It has refused to participate 
in previous, formal governmental operations 
that have worked with Israel. And it has ac-
tively recruited children to accomplish their 
malevolent and homicidal agenda. 

I commend President Abbas for attempting 
to bridge the gap between the Hamas govern-
ment and Middle East peace. I stand steadfast 
in support of our ally, Israel. And I urge the 
world to recognize Hamas for what it truly is— 
an organization bent on extremism and hate 
and a roadblock on the path to peace in the 
Middle East. 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST 
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity. Established in the year 1905, Northwest 
Missouri State University has just marked 100 
years of outstanding service in higher edu-
cation. 

Beginning as a two-year Normal School for 
teacher education, Northwest Missouri State 
University now is a nationally and internation-
ally recognized university offering bachelor 
and master degree programs. Beginning in 
1984, Northwest Missouri State University es-
tablished a culture of quality and has won the 
Missouri Quality Award three times. 

An innovative leader, the first electronic 
campus at a public university in the United 
States was founded at Northwest Missouri 
State University in 1987. Northwest Missouri 
State University is a national leader in alter-
native fuels, having put in place a wood pellet 
system that has produced the University’s own 
heating and cooling for more than 20 years, 
and providing a significant savings to the Uni-
versity and the State of Missouri. 

Among public colleges and universities, 
Northwest Missouri State University maintains 
one of the highest graduation rates at more 
than 60 percent. Students at Northwest Mis-
souri State University consistently rank the 
university at the top of student satisfaction 
measurements. Realizing the need for more 
accessible education to all, Northwest Missouri 
State University established the American 
Dream Grant in 2004, the only program of its 
kind in the United States that provides stu-
dents who qualify with free tuition, room and 
board, computer and textbooks. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity, an exceptional institution in Missouri’s 
Sixth Congressional District. The Northwest 
Missouri State University’s commitment to ex-
cellence is inspiring, and I am honored to rep-
resent so many of its fine employees, stu-
dents, and alumni in the United States Con-
gress. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF COMMUNITY RE-
SOURCES FOR INDEPENDENCE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to Community Re-
sources for Independence (CRI) as this orga-
nization celebrates 30 years of assisting peo-
ple with disabilities in Napa, Sonoma, Lake 
and Mendocino Counties. 

CRI was founded as a non-profit organiza-
tion in 1976 to advance the rights of people 
with disabilities to equal justice, access, op-
portunity and participation. From its humble 
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