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What I do know as a grunt on the ground, 
looking these people in the eye, day after 
day, is that I’ve never seen or imagined the 
hate, evil or torture that man is capable of 
until now! I also have no doubt that these 
people that I was fighting hate you, they 
hate all of us because we believe in a dif-
ferent God, they hate us because we allow 
our daughters and sisters to walk around 
malls in belly shirts, they hate us because 
we are different from them, they hate us be-
cause we are free! 

In an America filled with violent movies, 
video games and violent everything else, 
we’ve all become a little desensitized. I can’t 
tell you how many times I’ve been asked by 
naı̈ve people, ‘‘How many people have you 
killed?’’ Like it is a cool thing or something. 
Only someone who hasn’t seen or done the 
things I have would ask such a question with 
a smile on their face. And I try to be under-
standing of the fact that they haven’t seen 
it, but at the same time I feel a responsi-
bility to let them know that there is nothing 
cool about people losing their lives. Whether 
they are wrong or deserved it or not, there 
will be a family mourning, somewhere. 

More importantly I feel the responsibility 
to explain to those people who may not know 
better, that regardless of what Hollywood 
may want you to believe, there is no glory in 
a twenty-something year old man dying vio-
lently in the dirt thousands of miles away 
from his home, away from family, and the 
people he loves. It is important to me that 
people recognize and understand how dev-
astating it is when an American, a friend, 
dies in such a violent way. The hurt and grief 
one feels when witnessing a twenty-year-old 
kid, who you personally trained, die in a 
hellhole thousands of miles away from his 
home is indescribable! Promising to tell a 
man’s unborn child that her daddy loved her 
while he bleeds to death because it is too 
dangerous for a helicopter to come into the 
city to medivac him is something no human 
being should have to ever experience. Listen-
ing to a friend ask as he is dying if you think 
God will forgive him for all the things he had 
to do over here is not glamorous in any way, 
shape or form. 

But most importantly, I feel a responsi-
bility to explain that these men that we 
honor today were not looking for Glory or 
medals or memorials! They were all just 
doing what they felt was right, they were 
men doing the job that nobody wants! Living 
in misery, so the people they love could live 
in happiness! Dying horrible deaths, so the 
ones they love can live on in peace! That is 
why they are heroes, and that is why they 
deserve our thoughts, time and respect at 
least for this one day of the year! 

There is a saying in the war fighting com-
munity that says: 

‘‘We are the unwanted, doing the impos-
sible, for the ungrateful.’’ Well, now that I’m 
moving on to the civilian sector again, I’m 
here to say that not everyone is ungrateful 
my brothers! 

I’ve seen enough bloodshed for twenty life-
times! And I pray for peace just as every true 
warrior prays for peace! 

For me, every day is Memorial Day, and it 
is because of men like these: 

Mark Adams, killed by a roadside bomb at 
age 24, on October 15th 2005. 

Joel Dameron, killed by a roadside bomb 
at age 27 on 30 Oct 2005, his wife has since 
had their baby girl. 

Michael Presley, killed by a suicide bomb-
er at age 21 on Dec 14th 2005. 

Ryan McCurdey, killed at age 20 by a snip-
er while dragging a wounded Marine to safe-
ty on 5 Jan 2006. 

Nick Wilson, killed at age 25 by a sec-
ondary bomb while dismantling another 
bomb on 12 Feb 2006. He had 4 days left in the 
country. 

John Fry, killed at age 28 by a roadside 
bomb on 8 March 2006,8 days after I left the 
country, and 6 before he was leaving. 

So, today, when you are barbequing or 
spending time relaxing with your family, 
please take a minute and remember these 
men who sacrificed so much, and remember 
their families who are living without hus-
bands, fathers, sons and brothers. And if you 
see someone who doesn’t take that time, re-
mind them of all that is done for them! 

I’m not much of a speaker, and I’m not 
sure if I did these men justice, but when I 
was asked to speak I felt like it was the least 
I could do to remind people that these men 
aren’t just numbers to follow on the news, 
but men with families and lives that they 
gave up for you and me. I have no doubt that 
I will see these men’s faces in my sleep every 
night, and think of them at least once a day 
for the rest of my life. I’m just asking you to 
take a moment out of one day a year to re-
member them and the many other Ameri-
cans that died before them. 

God Bless, and have a great Memorial Day! 
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KIRSTEN SHORTRIDGE—GATORADE 
NATIONAL GIRLS SOFTBALL 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ms. Kirsten Shortridge for being 
selected as the 2006 Gatorade National Girls 
Softball Player of the Year. 

Of the more than three-hundred and fifty- 
thousand student girl athletes across the 
country, only one person is chosen to receive 
this award. The honor, which also factors in 
academic achievements and overall character, 
has been awarded for 20 years to athletes in 
ten different sports. 

Kirsten is batting .554 with two home runs, 
eight triples and twenty-five RBIs. In 181 in-
nings she has pitched 365 strikeouts, 21 shut-
outs and eight no-hitters, including three per-
fect games. 

She maintains a 3.5 grade point average, is 
a member of the Circle of Friends, and is a 
lunch buddy, library buddy, peer mentor, vol-
unteers at Northwood Church with the Revive 
program, and also volunteers for Special 
Olympics. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Ms. 
Kirsten Shortridge for her efforts and for her 
success in softball and her academics. Her 
dedication and commitment serve as an inspi-
ration to all. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 
AND SERVICE OF MAYOR LORIN 
GRISET 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of a 
great man. 

Mr. Lorin Griset was a much-beloved mayor 
of Santa Ana, California. Elected in 1969, he 
presided over the city during a period of great 
transition and strove to promote tolerance and 
understanding between racial groups, despite 
the tensions of the time. 

Lorin Griset’s commitment to his fellow man 
was born out of his experiences as a young 
soldier. He served valiantly during World War 
II, and despite suffering great hardship as a 
POW in Poland, he returned home and dedi-
cated his life to service. 

Whether he was organizing an appearance 
by the Reverend Billy Graham at Anaheim 
Stadium or serving as a trustee of Biola Uni-
versity, he always remained true to his faith 
and values that defined his character. 

Even after leaving politics, Mr. Griset re-
mained dedicated to faith and public service, 
teaching Sunday school and serving as a dea-
con of Calvary Church. His lifelong dedication 
was recently been recognized by the Santa 
Ana Unified School District, which has decided 
to name a local school after him. 

Lorin Griset has been an inspiration to the 
people he loved and served so well. He will 
truly be missed. 
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ZARQAWI IS DEAD 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, last night, at 
6:15 p.m local time, our special operation 
forces, using Iraqi tips and intelligence, exe-
cuted the most wanted terrorist in Iraq, Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi. 

Mary Anne Weaver, a reporter for Atlantic 
magazine, traveled to Zarqawi’s hometown 
and spoke with the people who watched him 
grow up. ‘‘Everyone that I spoke with readily 
acknowledged that as a teenager al-Zarqawi 
had been a bully and a thug, a bootlegger and 
a heavy drinker, and even, allegedly, a pimp 
in Zarqa’s underworld. He was disruptive, con-
stantly involved in brawls. When he was fif-
teen, . . . he participated in a robbery of a rel-
ative’s home, during which the relative was 
killed.’’ 

Moving from street thug with an arrest 
record for violence and imprisonment for sex-
ual assault into a profession, Zarqawi obtained 
a job as a video-store clerk, from which he 
was quickly fired. After losing this job, he un-
dertook his first of many trips into Afghanistan, 
where he found justification and an outlet for 
his violent nature through Islamic jihad. In 
1994, Zarqawi was imprisoned for possession 
of grenades in the basement of his home. It 
was during his fifteen year imprisonment that 
he built his following, and after his release he 
commenced his litany of terror acts. 

To see the most compelling evidence of this 
man’s evil, look at the record of his actions. 

Beginning in 2003: 
October 28th, Lawrence Foley, United 

States diplomat and administrator of aid pro-
grams in Jordan, is gunned down outside his 
home; August 19th, top U.N. envoy Sergio 
Vieira de Mello and 23 others are killed in a 
truck bombing of the U.N. headquarters in 
Iraq; 
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And then in 2004: 

March 2nd, He orders coordinated explo-
sions at Shiite mosques in Karbala and Bagh-
dad, killing 181 people; May 11th, Zarqawi be-
heads Nicholas Berg, a Pennsylvania engi-
neer; June 22nd, South Korean hostage Kim 
Sun-il is beheaded; June 29th, Georgi Lazov, 
30 years old, and Ivaylo Kepov, 32 years old, 
are kidnapped and beheaded; August 2nd, 
Murat Yuce of Turkey is executed on video; 
September 13th, Durmus Kumdereli is be-
headed; September 14th, 47 Iraqis waiting in 
lines for jobs are killed by a Zarqawi car bomb 
attack; September 16th, Kenneth Bigley, Jack 
Hensley, and Eugene Armstrong are kid-
napped and beheaded; September 30th, 35 
children and seven adults are murdered by 
Zarqawi’s bombs as U.S. soldiers hand out 
candy at the opening of a new sewage treat-
ment plant in Baghdad; October 30th, Shosei 
Koda, 24 years old, is beheaded. 

In 2005: 

February 28th, 125 Iraqi National Guard re-
cruits are murdered by a Zarqawi follower in a 
suicide attack; November 9th, Zarqawi coordi-
nates three suicide bombings of hotels in 
Amman, Jordan, killing 60 people, including a 
wedding party. 

Zarqawi received judgment for his actions 
last night, and his reign of terror and violence 
is over. Yet, while we are pleased that this 
man’s murderous influence in Iraq is over, we 
must not view his death as a moment to rest 
in our efforts, or as a sign that our job in Iraq 
is finished. According to the article in Atlantic 
magazine this week, Mary Weaver’s contact, a 
high level Jordanian intelligence official, ‘‘If 
Zarqawi is captured or killed, the Iraq insur-
gency will go on.’’ Mary Weaver also inter-
viewed a man who had witnessed the fervor of 
support among a radical fringe in Iraq. ‘‘He [a 
young boy] was from Saudi Arabia and had 
just turned thirteen. I noticed him in the crowd 
at a recruiting center near the Syrian-Iraqi 
frontier. People would come and register in 
the morning, then cross the border in the 
afternoon by bus. I first saw him at the reg-
istration desk. The recruiters refused to take 
him because he was so young, and he started 
to cry. I went back later in the day, and this 
same small guy had sneaked aboard the bus. 
When they discovered him, he started to shout 
‘Allahu Akhbar!’—‘God is most great!’ They 
carried, him off. He had $12,000 in his pock-
et—expense money his family had given him 
before he set off. ‘Take it all,’ he pleaded. 
‘Please, just let me do jihad.’ ’’ 

In this war on terror, unlike a traditional 
state to state war, we must accept that the 
death of a leader does not end the conflict. On 
the contrary, the death of such a high profile 
figure could provoke isolated terror cells to in-
crease violent attacks. We may well see a rise 
in insurgent attacks in the coming weeks, and 
we must continue our intelligence efforts in the 
area to locate and put pressure on these cells, 
and support our military as they pursue and 
eliminate them. Persistent hearts will achieve 
this victory, and I encourage the American 
people to steel themselves for this continued 
battle with evil, and to support our military as 
they bring about a free and stable Iraq. 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM A. EAGAN 
UPON BEING NAMED SOUTH- 
TOWNS ‘‘DEMOCRAT OF THE 
YEAR’’ 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
today to recognize William ‘‘Bill’’ Eagan, who 
is recognized as Western New York’s 
Southtowns ‘‘Democrat of the Year’’ for his 
selfless dedication to his community and com-
mitment to public service. 

Bill was born and raised in the City of 
Lackawanna into a family that has deep roots 
in the Democratic Party. His father was the 
Democratic Chairman in Lackawanna for 16 
years. Following in the traditions that his father 
established, Bill became an active member of 
the Democratic Party at a young age. Bill was 
involved in many elections and proudly partici-
pated in the Presidential Election of John F. 
Kennedy. 

Bill and his wife Patty moved to the Town of 
Boston in 1982. Just three years later, Bill 
Eagan became a leader in the Democratic 
Party when Former Erie County Democratic 
Chairman Joseph Crangle recruited him to be-
come Democratic Chairman in the Town of 
Boston. Bill proudly accepted this responsi-
bility and effectively served in this capacity 
from 1985 to 1990 and again from 1994 to 
present. Under Mr. Eagan’s leadership as 
Chairman, the Democratic enrollment in the 
Town of Boston has increased by over fifty 
percent since 1985. 

In 2002, Mr. Eagan was elected Town of 
Boston Supervisor. During his first term he 
earned the trust and respect of the town resi-
dents and was re-elected to the position in 
2005. Mr. Eagan is the first Democratic Super-
visor to be elected in over 40 years and then 
re-elected to another term. Mr. Eagan’s suc-
cess is a testament to his tireless efforts on 
behalf of the community that he serves. 

As Town of Boston’s Supervisor, Demo-
cratic Chairman, and member of the Erie 
County Democratic Executive Committee, Mr. 
Eagan has set an example of leadership for 
his fellow Democrats to emulate. For the first 
time in 12 years, the Democratic Party holds 
the majority of the Boston Town Board. Addi-
tionally, Bill was instrumental in electing the 
first Town of Boston Democratic Highway Su-
perintendent and two Councilmen. 

Thank you Mr. Speaker, for this opportunity 
to recognize Bill Eagan, a man I am proud to 
have as a colleague in Western New York 
government, a friend and a public servant de-
serving of the title ‘‘Democrat of the Year.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAWRENCE P. FORD 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to pay tribute to a man of monumental signifi-
cance in my hometown of Flint Michigan, Law-

rence P. Ford. Larry is retiring as the Presi-
dent of the Flint Area Chamber of Commerce 
after 30 years of service and will be feted at 
a dinner on June 16 in Grand Blan, Michigan. 

When Larry Ford became the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Flint Area Chamber of Com-
merce the organization had 435 members. 
During his tenure the membership has grown 
to 1900. He was instrumental in starting sev-
eral organizations entrusted with the advance-
ment of business interests and economic 
growth in Genesee County. These organiza-
tions include the Women’s Business Council, 
the Powerlink Program, the ATHENA Pro-
gram, Business Education Council, Leadership 
Flint, Visitors and Convention Bureau, Eco-
nomic Growth Alliance, Inventor’s Council, 
Young Inventor’s Program, the SCORE pro-
gram, the Small Business Development Cen-
ter, Katherine Stevens Foundation, the first 
business Trade Show, and the Business 
Awards Program including the C.S. Mott Cit-
izen of the Year Award and the Mass Mutual 
Blue Chip A ward. 

Interspersed with these activities, Larry 
guided the Chamber and business community 
to take action on significant events that oc-
curred in the community over the past 30 
years. Larry has been a true visionary for the 
mid-Michigan area. He has been at the fore-
front to develop partnerships between the 
business, government, education, labor, and 
consumer sectors of Flint and illuminating our 
common stake in our community’s future de-
velopment. Through his hard work the Flint 
area has made an in depth examination of its 
potential and scrutinized ways to build on its 
existing strengths. Among the many suc-
cesses he has helped achieve over the years, 
the growth and modernization of Flint Bishop 
International Airport stand out. 

The article written by Larry titled ‘‘Don’t just 
survive—thrive!’’ appearing in the Winter 2004 
Execlink, outlines a program for success as 
the President/CEO of a Chamber of Com-
merce. His advice includes learning from oth-
ers, never coasting, always look for a way to 
accomplish the goal, do not believe your press 
clippings, and enjoy what you do. Larry Ford 
lives his own philosophy. His wisdom can be 
applied to life in general and is essential for 
anyone seeking to succeed. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to one of the giants of the Flint community. 
His influence and impact on my hometown is 
enormous. During the many years I have 
known Larry he is always civil, patient, analyt-
ical and incisive. I value his counsel, and his 
commitment to the people of Flint. As a life-
long resident and business leader, his insight 
has helped me over the years. I hope that he 
has as much joy from his retirement as he has 
had from his work and I wish him the best for 
the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WEST SALEM HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize four students from West Salem High 
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