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School in Salem, Oregon. These four stu-
dents—Stefanie Gille, Amy Hafer, Tyler Klarr, 
and John Mai—won the Toshiba/National 
Science Teachers Association ExploraVision 
program, Grades 10–12 category. Their win-
ning project, ‘‘The Human Touch,’’ is a pros-
thetic limb that integrates e-skin, skin-grafting 
techniques and nerve regeneration tubes to 
allow amputees to sense the world through ar-
tificial skin. Microprocessors translate texture, 
pressure, temperature, and vibration into sen-
sations detected by the patient. 

The inspiration for these students was Jim 
Henry, a special education teacher at West 
Salem who is an amputee. He challenged 
them to develop a design that would allow him 
and other amputees to regain the ability to feel 
objects with their prosthesis. With this as their 
focus, these students embarked on a year- 
long research project that culminated with 
them being recognized by the ExploraVision 
program as having the best project in a na-
tionwide competition. 

ExploraVision is a competition for students 
in grades K–12 from the United States and 
Canada. The purpose of the competition is to 
encourage students to combine their imagina-
tions with the tools of science to create and 
explore a vision of a future technology. Stu-
dents work in groups, along with a team 
coach, and select a technology or an aspect 
of a technology that is relevant to their lives. 
They explore what the technology does, how 
it works, and how, when, and why it was in-
vented. The students must then project into 
the future what the technology could be like 
20 years from now. Examples of projects from 
this year’s winners include boots that convert 
electrical energy to heat to keep feet warm in 
cold weather and an asthma sensor moni-
toring system. 

Earlier this week in the Science Committee, 
we wrestled with how to get more students in-
terested in math, science, engineering, and 
technology. These students and their fellow 
award winners suggest to me that the cause 
is not lost, that it is possible to get today’s stu-
dents to love math and science. Today’s stu-
dents are tomorrow’s scientists, mathemati-
cians, and engineers and with students like 
Stefanie, Amy, Tyler, and John, the United 
States will continue to lead the world in tech-
nology and innovation. 
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CONGRATULATING DR. ALLAN 
ALSON FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED 
RECORD OF SERVICE AS SUPER-
INTENDENT OF SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT 202 IN EVANSTON, ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the people of the 9th Congressional District 
of Illinois, I am proud to pay tribute to Dr. 
Allan Alson upon his retirement as Super-
intendent of Evanston Township High School 
(ETHS). Over the past 16 years at ETHS, two 
as Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction and 14 as Superintendent, Dr. 

Alson has served the Evanston community 
with honor and distinction. 

Dr. Alson’s vision, courage, and commit-
ment to give each young person the gift of a 
quality education has helped make Evanston a 
more unified, respectful, and tolerant commu-
nity. Under Dr. Alson’s leadership, Evanston 
Township High School has advanced its rep-
utation as one of the very best high schools in 
America. In addition to promoting academic 
success, Dr. Alson’s long list of accomplish-
ments also includes improvements in the arts, 
athletics and extracurricular programs. 

Dr. Alson has helped unite community re-
sources and build diverse partnerships to 
solve community problems and enhance the 
educational experience of ETHS students. 
During Dr. Alson’s service, Evanston Town-
ship High School has forged partnerships with 
the city of Evanston, its business and health- 
care communities, and Northwestern and Na-
tional-Louis Universities. Examples of effective 
collaborations spearheaded by Dr. Alson’s ad-
ministration include an award-winning School 
Based Health Center, student workforce train-
ing, and an interagency consortium for youth 
advocacy. 

Throughout his tenure as Superintendent of 
Evanston Township High School, Dr. Alson 
has made the achievement of students of 
color an essential goal. In 1999, Dr. Alson 
founded the Minority Student Achievement 
Network, a national consortium of 25 urban- 
suburban districts devoted to improving the 
academic achievement of students of color. 
Dr. Alson has helped foster a culture of excel-
lence and a climate of high expectations for all 
students. While more work remains to be 
done, Evanston Township High School has 
seen the rate of college attendance for stu-
dents of color rise from 65 percent to almost 
80 percent. 

Dr. Alson will long be remembered with 
gratitude for his tireless efforts to promote 
academic excellence and social justice. How-
ever, most importantly, he can look about the 
community and see a legacy made of the 
thousands of young people, parents, teachers, 
administrators and community members 
whose lives he has touched. It is a legacy for 
which he can be immensely proud. 

In honor of his legacy of service, I offer Dr. 
Alson this United States flag as a symbol of 
appreciation, esteem and good wishes. This 
flag was flown over the United States Capitol 
building in Washington, DC in honor of an out-
standing educator, advocate, true public serv-
ant, and my valued personal friend. 

On behalf of the community to which he has 
given so much, I congratulate Dr. Alson and 
offer him my best wishes for many years of 
health, happiness, and continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO KANSAS CITY, KAN-
SAS, POLICE CHIEF RON MILLER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Kansas City, Kansas, Police 
Chief Ron Miller, who recently announced his 

retirement after 34 years of service with the 
department, including the last six years as 
chief. 

Throughout his tenure, Chief Miller has fo-
cused the police department’s crime fighting 
efforts on—in his words—‘‘guns, drugs and 
violent crime.’’ Under his command, the de-
partment maintained its national accreditation 
with the Commission on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies, where it first achieved 
that status in 1993 and was designated a flag-
ship agency by them in 2004. 

A Kansas City, Kansas, native who attended 
Central Missouri State University, Chief Miller 
focused his department’s efforts on community 
policing and expanded community partner-
ships. As City Administrator, Dennis Hays said 
upon announcing Chief Miller’s retirement, 
‘‘Ron has been a great leader for the Police 
Department and the community has benefited 
from his knowledge and ability. Ron is a dedi-
cated professional . . .’’ 

As U.S. Representative for the Third Con-
gressional District, I have had numerous op-
portunities to work closely with Chief Miller 
during his tenure and I wholeheartedly en-
dorse Dennis Hays’ tribute to him. Chief Ron 
Miller was a dedicated, professional, public 
servant who served his community with dis-
tinction. His presence in the Chief’s office will 
be sorely missed in the months ahead, I am 
sure, but I join with all Kansas Citians in wish-
ing him well in his richly-deserved retirement. 
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THE HOMESTATE HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT NUMBER 1 LEGISLATION 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation that will facilitate the time-
ly and seamless transfer of the Homestake 
Hydroelectric Project Number 1 from the 
Barrick Gold Corporation to the City of Spear-
fish, South Dakota. 

This hydroelectric facility, originally con-
structed to provide electricity for a gold mine 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota, has oper-
ated continuously since 1912. The mine re-
cently closed and the city of Spearfish ac-
quired the project with plans to operate it to 
both generate power and benefit downstream 
water users. 

When the city acquired the project, the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission asserted 
jurisdiction, based on a finding that a pre-1920 
federal right-of-way grant which authorized the 
occupancy of federal lands by the project, had 
expired. This project has been operating for 
more than 90 years under a 1909 right-of-way 
allowing the project to occupy U.S. Forest 
Service land in the Black Hills National Forest. 
The project had never previously been subject 
to FERC jurisdiction under the Federal Power 
Act and the U.S. Forest Service maintains that 
the right-of-way continues to be valid. 

The legislation accomplishes three goals. 
First, the legislation strikes a balance between 
the various and important water uses of 
Spearfish Creek—agricultural irrigation use, 
power generation, recreation, aesthetic and to 
protect a unique and historic trout fishery. 
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