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Cheney for a peace feeler. My own Iranian 
sources say there is broad consensus in 
Tehran that it is time for talks with the 
United States. ‘‘Iran wants to start discus-
sions the same way the Chinese wanted dis-
cussions’’ with Nixon, an Iranian business-
man named Ali Ettefagh told me in an e- 
mail this week. ‘‘Great Satan doesn’t sell 
anymore. More than half the population was 
not born 27 years ago, and the broken record 
does not play well.’’ The Iranian offer of dia-
logue, he says, ‘‘ought to be taken as an op-
portunity, if only to air out grievances and 
amplify differences.’’ 

I suspect Iran wants dialogue now partly 
because it perceives America’s position in 
Iraq as weak and its own as strong. That 
may be true, but so what? Washington 
should still take yes for an answer. The 
United States and its European allies this 
week are crafting a package that, one hopes, 
will include everything the Iranian people 
could want—except nuclear weapons. The 
bundle of goodies should stress 
connectivity—more air travel to Iran, more 
scholarships for students, more exchanges, 
Iranian membership in the World Trade Or-
ganization. The mullahs may well reject 
these incentives as threatening, but that’s 
the point. Their retrograde theocracy can’t 
last long in an open world. This very week, 
about 40 police officers were injured in a 
clash with demonstrators at two Tehran uni-
versities. One of the hand-lettered protest 
signs captured in an Iranian photo said: 
‘‘This is not a seminary, it is a university. ‘‘ 

Karim Sadjadpour, an Iranian analyst with 
the International Crisis Group, noted in Sen-
ate testimony last week that opinion polls 
show 75 percent of Iranians favor relations 
with the United States. ‘‘Embarking on a 
comprehensive dialogue with Iran would pro-
vide the U.S. with the opportunity to match 
its rhetorical commitment to Iranian democ-
racy and human rights with action,’’ 
Sadjadpour said. He’s right. 

There’s no guarantee that a policy of en-
gagement will work. The Iranian regime’s 
desire to acquire nuclear weapons may be so 
unyielding that Tehran and Washington will 
remain on a collision course. But America 
and its allies will be in a stronger position 
for responding to Iranian calls for dialogue. 
Openness isn’t a concession by America, it’s 
a strategic weapon. 
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TRIBUTE TO CANDY SCHNEIDER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my dear friend Candy Schneider who is 
retiring after 33 years of service in the Clark 
County School District. 

Candy has been a teacher of art, human-
ities and the academically talented at the jun-
ior school level as well as a Visual Arts Ad-
ministrative Specialist for grades K–12 for over 
three decades. During her career as an edu-
cator, Candy has served as the Assistant Di-
rector for the School-Community Partnership 
Program, Chairwoman of the Nevada Arts 
Council, and Chair of the Arts in Education. 
Among Candy’s many achievements, she has 
been honored with the Nevada Educator of 
the Year award, the Excellence in Education 
Award and a National Gallery of Art State 

Scholarship. She is also a member of the Arts 
Council of Henderson and an honorary mem-
ber of the Henderson Art Association. In addi-
tion, Candy has done a tremendous service to 
my office by coordinating the Congressional 
Art Contest for the Third Congressional District 
of Nevada. 

Through the years, Candy has served on a 
variety of local, regional, and national boards 
and committees including the National Art 
Educators Association, the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, Nevada School for the Arts, 
and a host of Clark County School District 
committees. It is through her work with these 
institutions that she and I have become good 
friends. Candy is a lovely woman who pours 
all her heart and energy into expanding and 
enriching humanities and art-oriented pro-
grams for the children of Clark County. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Candy 
Schneider for her years of dedicated service 
to the students in the Clark County School 
District. Her passion for arts education has 
truly enriched the lives of the students, col-
leagues and community members who have 
been inspired by her over the years. I wish her 
the best in her retirement. 
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BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
TAIWAN SYMPOSIUM 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the Taiwan Chap-
ter of the Democratic Pacific Union will spon-
sor a symposium this summer (August 12–14) 
in Taipei, Taiwan. The symposium will include 
topics such as legislative and democracy, leg-
islature and the electoral process, legislative 
procedures and rules, legislature and cam-
paign finance. All these topics are very timely 
and relevant to the legislative process. 

Taiwan’s efforts in promoting democracy 
throughout the Pacific regions are laudatory. 
In addition to the upcoming symposium, the 
Taiwan Chapter of the Democratic Pacific 
Union has sponsored other worthy programs 
such as a training program on hazard mitiga-
tion with emphasis on typhoon-related disas-
ters and fellowships for students from Demo-
cratic Pacific Union member states to study in 
Taiwan as well as invitations to distinguished 
women throughout the Pacific regions to come 
to Taiwan to discuss women’s issues. 

Best wishes to the Taiwan chapter of the 
Democratic Pacific Union on their upcoming 
conference. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, on yesterday, June 
7, 2006, I was unavoidably detained and was 
unable to cast votes. On rollcall No. 227, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 228, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall No. 229, I 

would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 230, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 231, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 232, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 233, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall No. 234, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. HER-
BERT E. SMITH OF BLOOM-
INGTON, INDIANA 

HON. MICHAEL E. SODREL 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 

Mr. SODREL. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
sympathy I announce the passing of Dr. Her-
bert E. Smith on June 2, 2006 at the age of 
76. Dr. Smith was an educator and spent most 
of his life in the teaching profession to help 
young people build the foundation for future 
success. He was also a dedicated Hoosier 
who gave back much to his community. 

Dr. Smith was born in Sterling Township in 
Crawford County, Indiana on July 12, 1929. 
He graduated from English High School in 
1947. He went on to earn a Bachelor, Masters 
and Doctorate Degrees from Indiana Univer-
sity in Bloomington. Following completion of 
his own studies, he taught at all different lev-
els ranging from Junior High through the col-
lege level in Indiana, Nebraska and Iowa, 

Many Universities were honored to have Dr. 
Smith as an educator. He was an instructor at 
the University of Nebraska, Indiana University, 
I.U. Kokomo, I.U. Southeast at New Albany, 
and IUPUI in Indianapolis. He spent an as-
tounding 34 years at Indiana University and 20 
of those years serving as Assistant Dean of 
Students. 

Besides his dedication to teaching, Dr. 
Smith was an active member of the commu-
nity. He was a long time member of many 
local organizations. Dr. Smith was a 50–year 
member of Crawford Lodge #470 at English, 
Indiana, the Scottish Rite Valley of Indianap-
olis, and the Shrine of North America. 

Dr. Smith never stopped trying to help his 
community. In 2000, he created a Public 
Radio Station, WBRO in Marengo, Indiana, to 
provide the best Public Radio programming 
available. WBRO broadcasts many public af-
fairs, news, and discussion programs along 
with local sporting events. 

The work put forth during his life did not go 
unnoticed. Dr. Smith was recognized by many 
for his contributions including the Key to the 
City of Indianapolis, ‘‘Distinguished Hoosier’’ 
award and the highest honor in Indiana, the 
‘‘Sagamore of the Wabash.’’ In addition, Dr. 
Smith was appointed a ‘‘Kentucky Colonel’’ by 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, ‘‘Aide De-
Camp, Governor’s Staff’ by Tennessee and 
‘‘Admiral, Great Navy of Nebraska’’. 

Indiana lost a hardworking and honorable 
man. Dr. Smith’s dedication and commitment 
to helping others should be an example for 
others to follow. He led a successful life per-
sonally and professionally. I know he will be 
missed by those around him and the people 
he touched. 
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