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savings accounts, to allow the rollover of un-
used funds from health reimbursement ar-
rangements to health savings accounts, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 3489. A bill to provide loans and grants 
for fire sprinkler retrofitting in nursing fa-
cilities; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 635 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 635, 
a bill to amend title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act to improve the bene-
fits under the medicare program for 
beneficiaries with kidney disease, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2278 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2278, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to improve the 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
heart disease, stroke, and other cardio-
vascular diseases in women. 

S. 2599 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) and the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. HATCH) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2599, a bill to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to prohibit the 
confiscation of firearms during certain 
national emergencies. 

S. 2635 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2635, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the trans-
portation fringe benefit to bicycle com-
muters. 

S. 2658 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2658, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to enhance the na-
tional defense through empowerment 
of the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau and the enhancement of the func-
tions of the National Guard Bureau, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2831 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2831, a bill to guarantee 
the free flow of information to the pub-
lic through a free and active press 
while protecting the right of the public 
to effective law enforcement and the 
fair administration of justice. 

S. 3114 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a 

cosponsor of S. 3114, a bill to establish 
a bipartisan commission on insurance 
reform. 

S. 3486 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 3486, a 
bill to protect the privacy of veterans, 
spouses of veterans, and other persons 
affected by the security breach at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs on May 
3, 2006, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 494 

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 494, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate regarding 
the creation of refugee populations in 
the Middle East, North Africa, and the 
Persian Gulf region as a result of 
human rights violations. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and 
Mr. BURR): 

S. 3489. A bill to provide loans and 
grants for fire sprinkler retrofitting in 
nursing facilities; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to 
introduce bipartisan legislation with 
my colleague from North Carolina, 
Senator BURR, that seeks to protect 
nursing home residents, staff, and visi-
tors from the dangers associated with 
fire. 

In February, 2003, a multialarm fire 
at a nursing home in Hartford, CT, 
took the lives of 16 residents. It was 
the worst nursing home fire in Con-
necticut’s history. The tragic loss of 
life was made worse by the fact that 
the nursing home lacked an automatic 
sprinkler system—a defect disturbingly 
present in many nursing homes across 
the country. 

I believe many Americans—espe-
cially those with a loved one in a nurs-
ing home facility—would be shocked to 
learn that, according to the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, GAO, be-
tween 20 and 30 percent of the coun-
try’s 17,000 nursing homes lack an 
automatic sprinkler system. In its 2004 
report, the GAO found that ‘‘the sub-
stantial loss of life in the [Hartford 
fire] could have been reduced or elimi-
nated by the presence of properly func-
tioning automatic sprinkler systems.’’ 
Furthermore, the report concluded 
that ‘‘the Federal oversight of nursing 
home compliance with fire safety 
standards is inadequate.’’ 

Responding to the fire in Hartford 
and a similar tragedy in Nashville, TN, 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, CMS, required that nursing 
homes without automatic sprinkler 
systems install battery-operated 

smoke detectors. While this new re-
quirement was viewed as a positive 
step, it was largely criticized by fire 
and patient-safety advocates because 
smoke detectors are often not wired to 
a central alarm system or a fire depart-
ment. 

I believe it is safe to assume that 
nursing home directors do not choose 
freely to operate their facilities with-
out automatic sprinkler systems. Ac-
cording to the GAO and American 
Health Care Association, most nursing 
homes simply cannot afford the cost 
incurred by installing an automatic 
sprinkler system. Furthermore, almost 
all of these facilities cannot afford the 
cost because of forces beyond their con-
trol. Today, nursing homes—including 
many in Connecticut—are financially 
strained by inadequate reimbursement 
rates from Medicare and Medicaid, ris-
ing insurance premiums, rising energy 
costs, and the general cost of care for 
some of our country’s sickest patients. 

That is why Senator BURR and I are 
introducing this legislation. The Nurs-
ing Home Fire Safety Act of 2006 con-
tains two principal components. 

First, the legislation includes a reso-
lution expressing the sense of Congress 
that, within 5 years, every nursing 
home facility in the United States 
should be equipped with an automatic 
sprinkler system. The resolution also 
urges CMS to adopt the National Fire 
Protection Association’s Life Safety 
Code, a nationally-renowned set of cri-
teria addressing ‘‘construction, protec-
tion, and occupancy features necessary 
to minimize danger to life from fire, in-
cluding smoke, fumes, or panic.’’ 

Second, the legislation provides low- 
interest loans and grants to nursing 
homes in proven need of financial as-
sistance. The larger loan initiative as-
sists nursing homes that cannot afford 
the upfront costs of installing auto-
matic sprinkler systems but can afford 
to pay back a low-interest Government 
loan. The smaller grant initiative 
would assist qualified nursing homes 
that lack any ability to pay for the in-
stallation of an automatic sprinkler 
system. Together, these initiatives 
would provide critical resources to pre-
vent tragedies like those seen in Hart-
ford and Nashville from occurring 
again. 

I thank my colleague from North 
Carolina, Senator BURR, for intro-
ducing this bipartisan measure with 
me. I also thank Congressmen JOHN 
LARSON from Connecticut and PETER 
KING from New York for spearheading 
companion legislation in the House. I 
look forward to working with all of my 
colleagues to protect nursing home 
residents, staff, and visitors from the 
dangers associated with fire. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
full text of the legislation be printed in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 
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