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and make a change. I personally feel 
the Republican majority is not capable 
of doing that. 

I have been on this floor going on 3 
years. If I thought it made a difference 
in the Republican majority and encour-
aging them to work in a bipartisan 
way, then I would feel a little more en-
couraged, but I do not. I think the Re-
publican majority knows exactly what 
the 30-something Working Group talks 
about when we come to the floor. We 
talk about fiscal responsibility and re-
specting hardworking Americans. We 
talk about making sure that we do 
right by our children and that we edu-
cate our children at all levels, whether 
it be K–12 experience, higher education, 
postgraduate, making sure that we 
have the workforce to compete with 
other countries that are competing 
against us. 

I am not talking about competing 
against the school down the street or 
the school in the other county. We are 
competing against other countries as it 
relates to math and the sciences. That 
is talk for the Republican majority. We 
have a true mission. We have the will 
and desire on this side, through our in-
novation agenda which is on 
HouseDemocrats.gov, the Republican 
majority has to stop rubber stamping. 

And I can tell you right now, they 
can’t help it. They just continue to hit 
the rubber stamp. Let’s not even have 
a committee hearing, let us just get 
this bill to the floor and get it out be-
cause that is what the President wants. 
We have a number of issues that the 
Republican Congress has rubber 
stamped. One was $1.05 trillion in 
record-breaking borrowing from for-
eign nations, rubber stamped, no prob-
lem. Deficits as far as the eye can see. 
Yes, you can have all of the study 
groups and all of the folks that write 
documents, and you can have all of the 
Republican Members come to this 
floor, but the reality is that this Con-
gress has overseen the largest increase 
in the deficit in the history of the Re-
public, period. 

Go to CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, pick 
up the newspaper, it’s there. The Re-
publican Congress, the only way I 
think that the Republican Congress is 
going to change its ways is when we 
have real leadership in this House. And 
the only way we do that is when the 
Democratic Caucus becomes the major-
ity caucus in this House on this floor 
to put in the policies that need to be 
placed in the statute books, in the 
budget, in committee and making sure 
that we put this country back on the 
fiscal track it should be on. 

How can I say that with boldness? 
Because we have done. It’s almost like 
a job application. Someone tells you 
they can do something and you don’t 
see it on their résumé that they have 
actually done it, it is hard to believe 
they can do it. It is on our résumé 
without one Republican vote balancing 
the budget. 

I think it is also important to get the 
Republican Congress of the rubber 
stamp so you’re making sure that they 
don’t have the ability to rubber stamp. 
When you have the ability to rubber 
stamp, you are in the majority and 
that is what the American people are 
going to have to speak to, Mr. Speaker. 

I am hoping we are able to see some 
change in philosophy here in the 
House. And we encourage the Members, 
if you want to share your thoughts or 
comments or you have other alter-
native ideas, we want to hear them be-
cause we believe in working in a bipar-
tisan way. HouselDemocrats.gov/ 
30somethingworkinggroup. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would like 
to thank our working group that met 
earlier this week a couple of days ago, 
and I would also like to thank the staff 
and thank everyone that takes part in 
what we do and why we come to the 
floor. I would like to thank the Demo-
cratic leader for the time. 

Mr. Speaker, it was an honor address-
ing the House of Representatives. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 11:00 a.m. 

Mr. COSTELLO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing the funeral of a relative. 

Mr. REYES (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of family 
illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DAVIS of Illinois) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material: 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GOHMERT) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material: 

Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, June 15 and 16. 
Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 

June 12. 
f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on June 8, 2006, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bills. 

H.R. 1953. To require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of 

the Old Mint at San Francisco, otherwise 
known as the ‘‘Granite Lady’’, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3829. To designate the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, as the Jack C. Mont-
gomery Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center. 

H.R. 5401. To amend section 308 of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition Bicentennial 
Commemorative Coin Act to make certain 
clarifying and technical amendments. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 24 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, June 
12, 2006, at 12:30 p.m., for morning hour 
debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7939. A letter from the Attorney, Office of 
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation 
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Standby Support for Certain Nuclear Plant 
Delays (RIN: 1901-AB17) Receievd May 18, 
2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7940. A letter from the Attorney, Office of 
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation 
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Energy Conservation Program: Test Proce-
dures for Distribution Transformers [Docket 
No. EE–TP–98–550] (RIN: 1904–AA85) received 
May 1, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7941. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, HRSA, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Smallpox Vaccine Injury 
Copensation Program: Smallpox (Vaccinia) 
Vaccine Injury Table (RIN: 0906–AA60) re-
ceived May 24, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

7942. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, HRSA, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Smallpox Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program: Administrative Im-
plementation (RIN: 0906–AA61) received May 
24, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7943. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, CMS, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Medicare Program; Inpa-
tient Psychiatric Facilities Prospective Pay-
ment System Payment Update for Rate Year 
Beginning July 1, 2006 (RY 2007) [CMS–1306– 
F] (RIN: 0938–AN82) received May 1, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

7944. A letter from the Regulations Officer, 
CMS, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Amendment to the Interim Final 
Regulation for Mental Health Parity [CMS– 
4094–F4] (RIN: 0938–AN80) received April 28, 
2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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