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couldn’t put ourselves in other people’s shoes 
and appreciate their nationalism. 

According to Foreign Policy magazine, 92 
percent of U.S. college students don’t take a 
foreign language class. Goucher College in 
Baltimore bills itself as the first American 
college to require all students to study 
abroad, and the rest should follow that ex-
ample. 

So for all the rest of you who applied for 
my contest, see if you can’t work out your 
own trips. Or take a year off before heading 
to college or into ajob. You’ll have to pay for 
your travel, but you can often find ‘‘hotels’’ 
for $5 a night per person in countries like 
India, Pakistan, Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia, 
Morocco, Bolivia and Peru—and in rural 
areas, people may invite you to stay free in 
their huts. To get around, you can jump on 
local buses. 

Is it safe? Not entirely, for the developing 
world has more than its share of pick-
pockets, drunken soldiers, scorpions, thugs, 
diseases, parasites and other risks. 

Twenty-two years ago, as a backpacking 
student, I traveled with a vivacious young 
American woman who, like me, was living in 
Cairo. She got off my train in northern 
Sudan; that evening, the truck she had 
hitched a ride in hit another truck. Maybe if 
there had been an ambulance or a doctor 
nearby, she could have been saved. Instead, 
she bled to death. 

So, yes, be aware of the risks, travel with 
a buddy or two, and carry an international 
cellphone. But remember that young 
Aussies, Kiwis and Europeans take such a 
year of travel all the time—women in-
cluded—and usually come through not only 
intact, but also with a much richer under-
standing of how most of humanity lives. 

There are also terrific service options. 
Mukhtar Mai, the Pakistani anti-rape activ-
ist I’ve often written about, told me she 
would welcome American volunteers to 
teach English in the schools she has started. 
You would have to commit to staying six 
weeks or more, but would get free housing in 
her village. You can apply by contacting 
www.4anaa.org. 

Then there’s New Light, a terrific anti- 
trafficking organization in Calcutta. Urmi 
Basu, who runs it, said she would welcome 
American volunteers to teach English class-
es to the children of prostitutes. You would 
have to stay at least six weeks and budget 
$15 a day for food and lodging; for more in-
formation go to www.uddami.org/newlight. 

In the 21st century, you can’t call yourself 
educated if you don’t understand how the 
other half lives—and you don’t get that un-
derstanding in a classroom. So do something 
about your educational shortcomings: fly to 
Bangkok. 

[From the New York Times, Mar. 26, 2006] 
A WOMAN WITHOUT IMPORTANCE 

(By Nicholas D. Kristof) 
KHANPUR, PAKISTAN.—Aisha Parveen 

doesn’t matter. She’s simply one more im-
poverished girl from the countryside, and if 
her brothel’s owner goes ahead and kills her, 
almost no one will care. 

Ms. Parveen, an outspoken 20-year-old 
woman with flashing eyes, is steeling herself 
for a state administered horror. Just two 
months after she escaped from the brothel in 
which she was tortured and imprisoned for 
six years, the courts are poised to hand her 
back to the brothel owner. 

Sex trafficking, nurtured by globalization 
and increased mobility, is becoming worse. 
The U.N. estimates that one million children 
are held in conditions of slavery in Asia 

alone. Yet it never gets much attention, be-
cause the victims tend to be the least power-
ful people in these societies: poor and 
uneducated rural girls. 

Ms. Parveen was a 14-year-old Pashtun liv-
ing in the northwest of Pakistan when she 
was hit on the head while walking to school. 
She says she awoke to find herself impris-
oned in a brothel hundreds of miles away, in 
this remote southeastern Pakistani town of 
Khanpur. 

A person of unbelievable strength, Ms. 
Parveen fought back and refused to sleep 
with customers. So, she says, the brothel 
owner—Mian Sher, the violent sadist who 
had kidnapped her—beat and sexually tor-
tured her, and regularly drugged her so that 
she would fall unconscious and customers 
could do with her as they liked. 

This went on for six years, during which 
she says she was beaten every day. The girls 
in the brothel were forced to sleep naked at 
night, so that they would be too embarrassed 
to try to escape. Ms. Parveen says she be-
lieves that two of them, Malo Jan and Suwa 
Tai, were killed after they repeatedly re-
fused to sleep with customers. In any case 
condoms were never available, so all the 
girls may eventually die of AIDS. 

I wanted to look into the eyes of a man 
who could do these things. So I barged into 
Mian Sher’s brothel, identified myself and 
interviewed him. 

He warily offered me tea, pleasantries and 
flashes of violent temper. He denied kidnap-
ping Ms. Parveen, saying that he had mar-
ried her six years earlier. He also denied that 
he pimped the girls—a claim undermined by 
a customer who was walking out of his 
brothel as I arrived. Others working in the 
area said that Mian Sher unquestionably ran 
a brothel, and that Ms. Parveen had been im-
prisoned in it. 

In January, Ms. Parveen got a break. A 
metalworker, Mohamed Akram, had been 
doing work in the brothel, and he pitied her. 
‘‘She laid her scarf down on my feet and 
begged me, in the name of the Holy Koran, 
to rescue her,’’ he remembers, and soon he 
felt not only pity but also love. 

So on Jan. 5, Ms. Parveen stealthily arose 
in the middle of the night, crept past Mian 
Sher and padlocked the door with him inside. 
Then she ran to a car that Mr. Akram had 
sent. The next day, they were married. 

Then the judicial nightmare began. Mian 
Sher brought charges against the couple, 
claiming that Ms. Parveen is his wife and 
must return to him. 

‘‘The police have taken money from him,’’ 
Ms. Parveen said. ‘‘They say, ‘You’re mar-
ried to him, so you should go back to him.’ 
Well, I would rather die than go back to the 
brothel.’’ 

The police are now prosecuting Ms. 
Parveen for adultery. She is free on bail, but 
thugs have attacked her home and tried to 
kidnap her. 

Mian Sher told me his plan: if Ms. Parveen 
is jailed for adultery, then as her supposed 
husband he will bail her out and take her 
away. Ms. Parveen says she believes he will 
then rape and torture her, and finally kill 
her. 

So the judicial system, while ignoring the 
sex trafficking of children, may now, in the 
name of morality, hand a young woman over 
to a brothel owner to do with her as he 
wants. 

The new abolitionism, against sex traf-
ficking, is being pushed in America by an un-
likely coalition of religious conservatives 
and liberal feminists; leaders include the Co-
alition Against Trafficking in Women, 

Ecpat, Equality Now and International Jus-
tice Mission. But progress is slow because 
the victims tend to be voiceless young people 
like Ms. Parveen. 

Whether Ms. Parveen is returned to her 
brothel owner and killed may be, in terms of 
global issues, a small matter. But after 
spending a couple of days with this smart 
and lovely young woman, after seeing her in 
moments of giddy laughter and terrified 
weeping, I can’t help thinking that slavery 
should be just as outrageous in the 21st cen-
tury as it was in the 19th. 

A court hearing to decide Ms. Parveen’s 
fate is scheduled for tomorrow here in 
Khanpur. I’ll let you know what happens. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JOEL 
M. CARP 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Joel M. Carp 
upon the occasion of his retirement after 28 
years of service with the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago. Throughout his distin-
guished career, Mr. Carp has supported con-
tinued social work, social planning and advo-
cacy in the City of Chicago, the State of Illi-
nois, and the country as a whole. 

For over 30 years, Mr. Carp has dedicated 
his professional and personal life as an advo-
cate for numerous social policy efforts serving 
on a number of government task forces and 
advisory boards, including the City of Chicago 
Mayor’s Task Force on Hunger, the Cook 
County Task Force on Welfare Reform, and 
the Governor’s Task Force on Services for the 
Homeless to name just a few. Additionally, Mr. 
Carp has served as a member of numerous 
local, state, and national professional and 
community service organizations as an advo-
cate for the welfare of the Jewish community. 

As an effective leader and tireless advocate, 
Mr. Carp has received several awards in rec-
ognition of his work, including the Melvin A. 
Block Award for Professional Distinction from 
the Associated YM–YWHAs of Greater New 
York, the City of Chicago’s Commission on 
Human Relations Award, and a special award 
from the YMCA of the USA for helping to re-
store Agency for International Development 
funding for human services in Lebanon. 

Upon his retirement as the Senior Vice 
President for Community Services and Gov-
ernment Relations of the Jewish Federation/ 
Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago, 
Mr. Carp leaves behind a long legacy of social 
advocacy within the Jewish community. Mr. 
Carp is an inspiration to all for his dedication 
and leadership in shaping and improving so-
cial policy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Joel M. Carp in recognition of his 
distinguished and tireless work and service to 
his community. 
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RECOGNIZING TAYLOR MICHAEL 

WALLACE FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Taylor Michael Wallace, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 314, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Taylor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Taylor has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Taylor Michael Wallace for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

FORMER PENTAGON LAWYER 
ALBERTO J. MORA: AN EXEM-
PLAR OF AMERICAN VALUES 
WITH A WARNING: DO NOT LET 
FEAR OVERCOME THE DIS-
CIPLINE OF LAW AND AMERICAN 
VALUES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce into the RECORD an opinion piece by 
former Navy lawyer Alberto J. Mora entitled 
‘‘An Affront to American Values’’ which ap-
peared in the Washington Post on May 27, 
2006, as well as an Op-Ed of February 20, 
2006 in The New York Times entitled ‘‘Senior 
Lawyer at Pentagon Broke Ranks on Detain-
ees.’’ 

The Times pointed out in its Op-Ed that 
Alberto Mora in his position as one of the Pen-
tagon’s top civilian lawyers ‘‘repeatedly chal-
lenged the Bush administration’s policy on the 
coercive interrogation of terror suspects, argu-
ing that such practices violated the law, 
verged on torture, and could ultimately expose 
senior officials to prosecution . . .’’ The infor-
mation came from a then newly disclosed doc-
ument, a memorandum Mr. Mora wrote in July 
2004 and made public in an article in The 
New Yorker magazine on February 19, 2006. 

I have repeatedly spoken out against the 
‘‘torture policies’’ directly traced to Secretary of 
Defense Rumsfeld, Vice President CHENEY 
(who remains a champion of torture) and 
President Bush who two weeks after the Con-
gress passed a law banning all torture of any 
person in the custody of the U.S. issued a 
signing letter stating he was not bound by that 
law when in his judgment he needs to use tor-
ture in his war on terror. 

I am immensely gratified to know Mr. Mora 
challenged the opinions of Secretary Rums-

feld, who is not a lawyer and appears to have 
a low regard for the law, regarding the legal 
parameters of the treatment of detainees. But 
I am most proud and grateful for two excellent 
questions Mr. Mora asked his clients at the 
Pentagon which The Times reported: ‘‘De-
fense Department officials found striking and 
out of character for a loyal Republican, a sup-
porter of President Bush, Secretary Rumsfeld 
and the fight against terrorism.’’ 

He asked the questions every one in the 
Pentagon and the Military of good character 
should have asked regardless of his or her 
party affiliation or loyalty to the President. Ac-
cording to the memo printed in The New York-
er Mr. Mora asked the Pentagon’s chief law-
yer, William J. Haynes II: 

‘‘Even if one wanted to authorize the U.S. 
Military to conduct coercive interrogations, 
as was the case in Guantanamo, how could 
one do so without profoundly altering its 
core values and character?’’ 

According to the Times article after trying to 
rally other senior officials to his position, Mr. 
Mora met again with Mr. Hayes on January 
10, 2003. His question to Mr. Hayes that day 
is another every person of good moral char-
acter should be asking: 

‘‘Had we jettisoned our human rights poli-
cies?’’ 

I will here answer both of Mr. Mora’s ques-
tions: NO. The U.S. Military can not adopt co-
ercive tactics as were used at Guantánamo 
without profoundly altering its core values and 
character. Look at what occurred at Haditha, 
Iraq. 

YES. As to prisoners in our custody with 
President Bush, Vice President Cheney and 
Secretary Rumsfeld in full charge of the Iraq 
war, the Military has abandoned its 200 year 
history and jettisoned its human rights policies. 

Mr. Mora retired on December 31, 2005. I 
am pleased he is still speaking out for Amer-
ican values and still asking very good ques-
tions. In his opinion piece in The Washington 
Post he asks the American people to consider 
some very good questions about the contin-
ued detention and treatment of ‘‘unlawful com-
batants’’ at Abu Ghraib and the treatment of 
detainees at Guantánamo. 

In naming his piece ‘‘An Affront to American 
Values’’ I knew immediately Mr. Mora has not 
changed his mind about the way the President 
Bush and Secretary Rumsfeld are directing 
the military to treat prisoners in military cus-
tody no matter how they are named; unlawful 
combatants, detainees or high-value targets. 
Perhaps he is now making his arguments to 
the American people because his opinions 
were heard but clearly disregarded by the 
Pentagon’s Chief Lawyer. And Mr. Mora be-
lieves he was right. I believe he was right. I 
believe Bush-Cheney-Rumsfeld, Attorneys (the 
President can do anything he wants) John 
Wu, David Addington Cheney’s Attorney, and 
now Chief of Staff, and Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzalez were very wrong on the 
treatment and labeling of prisoners and remain 
wrong. I agree with Representative JOHN MUR-
THA; we lost the hearts and minds of the Iraqi 
people at Abu Ghraib. 

We also lost American support of the war in 
part because of what Americans did at Abu 
Ghraib. We lost more Americans because of 
treatment of detainees at Guantánamo. We 

will lose still more with incidents like the mas-
sacre of innocent men, women. Have we had 
turned our marines into murderers who shot 
two-year old babies? They are in a war based 
on lies, run by a Secretary of Defense who 
has no idea of how to get them out, who 
doesn’t give them what they need to protect 
themselves, enough help to hold territory they 
fight for and stays in the hanger where he 
plane lands when he visits the troops. 

In the Post opinion piece Mr. Mora reminds 
us of how we treated Japanese Americans 
during World War II and just how we came to 
treat these innocent people as if they were 
criminals and spies because of their ancestry. 
He reminds us how we did this crime in viola-
tion of the United States Constitution and how 
the U.S. Supreme Court abdicated its judicial 
responsibility in the famous Korematsu deci-
sion, in which it endorsed the patently uncon-
stitutional detention of American citizens. 

Americans unconstitutionally detained Japa-
nese Americans because Mr. Mora writes; ‘‘in 
our quest for security’’ when the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor, ‘‘in what will always be 
regarded as an act of national shame, military 
authorities rounded up 120,000 American citi-
zens and incarcerated them on the presump-
tion of disloyalty. . . .’’ 

Korematsu reminds us that when threats 
and fear converge, our laws and principles 
can become fragile. They are fragile today. 

Mr. Mora writes that in the summer of 2002, 
U.S. authorities held in detention at Guanta-
namo and elsewhere people President Bush, 
Vice President CHENEY Secretary Rumsfeld 
and perhaps others believed had information 
needed to prevent further terrorist attacks. 
These same people believed the detainees 
could be called ‘‘unlawful combatants’’ and 
‘‘interrogation methods’’ constituting cruel, in-
human and degrading treatment could be ap-
plied at Abu Ghraib, Guantánamo and other 
locations. We know the treatment may have 
reached the level of torture in some instances. 

The American public knows torture occurred 
as do the members of the Congress who sup-
ported JOHN MCCAIN’s anti torture amendment 
which became law and is now the Detainee 
Treatment Act of 2005. The American people 
have read the testimony and perhaps heard 
the testimony of some of the innocent people 
who suffered U.S. ‘‘rendition’’ to another coun-
try like Syria and have returned after being 
tortured and attempted to sue the U.S. gov-
ernment for their treatment. There is not an 
iota of fact showing that torture yields good 
evidence. Senator JOHN MCCAIN who was tor-
tured for more than five years testified to that. 
Experts in torture all agree people who are 
tortured will say anything to make the pain 
stop. 

I am ashamed for my country because The 
Detainee Treatment Act had to be introduced 
and voted on because this proud country has 
always had a policy of acknowledging the 
basic human rights of prisoners of war. The 
United States does not execute prisoners of 
war and does not torture, humiliate, starve, 
degrade or otherwise treat prisoners of war in 
a way that is inhuman. 

Our military has always been bound by the 
Uniform Military Code, the Geneva Conven-
tions and the Laws of War. In addition, as Mr. 
Mora writes: 
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