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RECOGNIZING TAYLOR MICHAEL 

WALLACE FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Taylor Michael Wallace, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 314, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Taylor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Taylor has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Taylor Michael Wallace for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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FORMER PENTAGON LAWYER 
ALBERTO J. MORA: AN EXEM-
PLAR OF AMERICAN VALUES 
WITH A WARNING: DO NOT LET 
FEAR OVERCOME THE DIS-
CIPLINE OF LAW AND AMERICAN 
VALUES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce into the RECORD an opinion piece by 
former Navy lawyer Alberto J. Mora entitled 
‘‘An Affront to American Values’’ which ap-
peared in the Washington Post on May 27, 
2006, as well as an Op-Ed of February 20, 
2006 in The New York Times entitled ‘‘Senior 
Lawyer at Pentagon Broke Ranks on Detain-
ees.’’ 

The Times pointed out in its Op-Ed that 
Alberto Mora in his position as one of the Pen-
tagon’s top civilian lawyers ‘‘repeatedly chal-
lenged the Bush administration’s policy on the 
coercive interrogation of terror suspects, argu-
ing that such practices violated the law, 
verged on torture, and could ultimately expose 
senior officials to prosecution . . .’’ The infor-
mation came from a then newly disclosed doc-
ument, a memorandum Mr. Mora wrote in July 
2004 and made public in an article in The 
New Yorker magazine on February 19, 2006. 

I have repeatedly spoken out against the 
‘‘torture policies’’ directly traced to Secretary of 
Defense Rumsfeld, Vice President CHENEY 
(who remains a champion of torture) and 
President Bush who two weeks after the Con-
gress passed a law banning all torture of any 
person in the custody of the U.S. issued a 
signing letter stating he was not bound by that 
law when in his judgment he needs to use tor-
ture in his war on terror. 

I am immensely gratified to know Mr. Mora 
challenged the opinions of Secretary Rums-

feld, who is not a lawyer and appears to have 
a low regard for the law, regarding the legal 
parameters of the treatment of detainees. But 
I am most proud and grateful for two excellent 
questions Mr. Mora asked his clients at the 
Pentagon which The Times reported: ‘‘De-
fense Department officials found striking and 
out of character for a loyal Republican, a sup-
porter of President Bush, Secretary Rumsfeld 
and the fight against terrorism.’’ 

He asked the questions every one in the 
Pentagon and the Military of good character 
should have asked regardless of his or her 
party affiliation or loyalty to the President. Ac-
cording to the memo printed in The New York-
er Mr. Mora asked the Pentagon’s chief law-
yer, William J. Haynes II: 

‘‘Even if one wanted to authorize the U.S. 
Military to conduct coercive interrogations, 
as was the case in Guantanamo, how could 
one do so without profoundly altering its 
core values and character?’’ 

According to the Times article after trying to 
rally other senior officials to his position, Mr. 
Mora met again with Mr. Hayes on January 
10, 2003. His question to Mr. Hayes that day 
is another every person of good moral char-
acter should be asking: 

‘‘Had we jettisoned our human rights poli-
cies?’’ 

I will here answer both of Mr. Mora’s ques-
tions: NO. The U.S. Military can not adopt co-
ercive tactics as were used at Guantánamo 
without profoundly altering its core values and 
character. Look at what occurred at Haditha, 
Iraq. 

YES. As to prisoners in our custody with 
President Bush, Vice President Cheney and 
Secretary Rumsfeld in full charge of the Iraq 
war, the Military has abandoned its 200 year 
history and jettisoned its human rights policies. 

Mr. Mora retired on December 31, 2005. I 
am pleased he is still speaking out for Amer-
ican values and still asking very good ques-
tions. In his opinion piece in The Washington 
Post he asks the American people to consider 
some very good questions about the contin-
ued detention and treatment of ‘‘unlawful com-
batants’’ at Abu Ghraib and the treatment of 
detainees at Guantánamo. 

In naming his piece ‘‘An Affront to American 
Values’’ I knew immediately Mr. Mora has not 
changed his mind about the way the President 
Bush and Secretary Rumsfeld are directing 
the military to treat prisoners in military cus-
tody no matter how they are named; unlawful 
combatants, detainees or high-value targets. 
Perhaps he is now making his arguments to 
the American people because his opinions 
were heard but clearly disregarded by the 
Pentagon’s Chief Lawyer. And Mr. Mora be-
lieves he was right. I believe he was right. I 
believe Bush-Cheney-Rumsfeld, Attorneys (the 
President can do anything he wants) John 
Wu, David Addington Cheney’s Attorney, and 
now Chief of Staff, and Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzalez were very wrong on the 
treatment and labeling of prisoners and remain 
wrong. I agree with Representative JOHN MUR-
THA; we lost the hearts and minds of the Iraqi 
people at Abu Ghraib. 

We also lost American support of the war in 
part because of what Americans did at Abu 
Ghraib. We lost more Americans because of 
treatment of detainees at Guantánamo. We 

will lose still more with incidents like the mas-
sacre of innocent men, women. Have we had 
turned our marines into murderers who shot 
two-year old babies? They are in a war based 
on lies, run by a Secretary of Defense who 
has no idea of how to get them out, who 
doesn’t give them what they need to protect 
themselves, enough help to hold territory they 
fight for and stays in the hanger where he 
plane lands when he visits the troops. 

In the Post opinion piece Mr. Mora reminds 
us of how we treated Japanese Americans 
during World War II and just how we came to 
treat these innocent people as if they were 
criminals and spies because of their ancestry. 
He reminds us how we did this crime in viola-
tion of the United States Constitution and how 
the U.S. Supreme Court abdicated its judicial 
responsibility in the famous Korematsu deci-
sion, in which it endorsed the patently uncon-
stitutional detention of American citizens. 

Americans unconstitutionally detained Japa-
nese Americans because Mr. Mora writes; ‘‘in 
our quest for security’’ when the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor, ‘‘in what will always be 
regarded as an act of national shame, military 
authorities rounded up 120,000 American citi-
zens and incarcerated them on the presump-
tion of disloyalty. . . .’’ 

Korematsu reminds us that when threats 
and fear converge, our laws and principles 
can become fragile. They are fragile today. 

Mr. Mora writes that in the summer of 2002, 
U.S. authorities held in detention at Guanta-
namo and elsewhere people President Bush, 
Vice President CHENEY Secretary Rumsfeld 
and perhaps others believed had information 
needed to prevent further terrorist attacks. 
These same people believed the detainees 
could be called ‘‘unlawful combatants’’ and 
‘‘interrogation methods’’ constituting cruel, in-
human and degrading treatment could be ap-
plied at Abu Ghraib, Guantánamo and other 
locations. We know the treatment may have 
reached the level of torture in some instances. 

The American public knows torture occurred 
as do the members of the Congress who sup-
ported JOHN MCCAIN’s anti torture amendment 
which became law and is now the Detainee 
Treatment Act of 2005. The American people 
have read the testimony and perhaps heard 
the testimony of some of the innocent people 
who suffered U.S. ‘‘rendition’’ to another coun-
try like Syria and have returned after being 
tortured and attempted to sue the U.S. gov-
ernment for their treatment. There is not an 
iota of fact showing that torture yields good 
evidence. Senator JOHN MCCAIN who was tor-
tured for more than five years testified to that. 
Experts in torture all agree people who are 
tortured will say anything to make the pain 
stop. 

I am ashamed for my country because The 
Detainee Treatment Act had to be introduced 
and voted on because this proud country has 
always had a policy of acknowledging the 
basic human rights of prisoners of war. The 
United States does not execute prisoners of 
war and does not torture, humiliate, starve, 
degrade or otherwise treat prisoners of war in 
a way that is inhuman. 

Our military has always been bound by the 
Uniform Military Code, the Geneva Conven-
tions and the Laws of War. In addition, as Mr. 
Mora writes: 
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