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terror suspects, arguing that such practices 
violated the law, verged on torture and could 
ultimately expose senior officials to prosecu-
tion, a newly disclosed document shows. 

The lawyer, Alberto J. Mora, a political 
appointee who retired Dec. 31 after more 
than four years as general counsel of the 
Navy, was one of many dissenters inside the 
Pentagon. Senior uniformed lawyers in all 
the military services also objected sharply 
to the interrogation policy, according to in-
ternal documents declassified last year. 

But Mr. Mora’s campaign against what he 
viewed as an official policy of cruel treat-
ment, detailed in a memorandum he wrote in 
July 2004 and recounted in an article in the 
Feb. 27 issue of The New Yorker magazine, 
made public yesterday, underscored again 
how contrary views were often brushed aside 
in administration debates on the subject. 

‘‘Even if one wanted to authorize the U.S. 
military to conduct coercive interrogations, 
as was the case in Guantanamo, how could 
one do so without profoundly altering its 
core values and character?’’ Mr. Mora asked 
the Pentagon’s chief lawyer, William J. 
Haynes II, according to the memorandum. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman, Lt. Col. Tracy 
O’Grady-Walsh, declined to comment late 
yesterday on specific assertions in Mr. 
Mora’s memorandum. ‘‘Detainee operations 
and interrogation policies have been scruti-
nized under a microscope, from all different 
angles,’’ she said. ‘‘It was found that it was 
not a Department of Defense policy to en-
courage or condone torture.’’ 

In interviews, current and former Defense 
Department officials said that part of what 
was striking about Mr. Mora’s forceful role 
in the internal debates was how out of char-
acter it seemed: a loyal Republican, he was 
known as a supporter of President Bush, De-
fense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and the 
fight against terrorism. 

‘‘He’s an extremely well-spoken, almost el-
egant guy,’’ the former director of the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service, David L. 
Brandt, who first came to Mr. Mora with 
concerns about the interrogation methods, 
said in an interview last week. ‘‘He’s not a 
door-kicker.’’ 

Mr. Mora is also known for generally 
avoiding public attention. Reached by tele-
phone yesterday, he declined to comment 
further on his memorandum. 

Mr. Mora prepared the 22-page memo-
randum for a Defense Department review of 
interrogation operations that was conducted 
by Vice Adm. Albert T. Church III, after the 
scandal involving treatment of prisoners at 
the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. 

The document focused on Mr. Mora’s, suc-
cessful opposition to the coercive techniques 
that Mr. Rumsfeld approved for interroga-
tors at Guantánamo Bay on Dec. 2, 2002, and 
Mr. Mora’s subsequent, failed effort to influ-
ence the legal discussions that led to new 
methods approved by Mr. Rumsfeld the fol-
lowing April. 

Mr. Mora took up the issue after Mr. 
Brandt came to him on Dec. 17, 2002, to relay 
the concerns of Navy criminal agents at 
Guantánamo that some detainees there were 
being subjected to ‘‘physical abuse and de-
grading treatment’’ by interrogators. 

Acting with the support of Gordon R. Eng-
land, who was then secretary of the Navy 
and is now Mr. Rumsfeld’s deputy, Mr. Mora 
took his concerns to Mr. Haynes, the Defense 
Department’s general counsel. 

‘‘In my view, some of the authorized inter-
rogation techniques could rise to the level of 
torture, although the intent surely had not 
been to do so,’’ Mr. Mora wrote. 

After trying to rally other senior officials 
to his position, Mr. Mora met again with Mr. 
Haynes on Jan. 10, 2003. He argued his case 
even more forcefully, raising the possibility 
that senior officials could be prosecuted for 
authorizing abusive conduct, and asking: 
‘‘Had we jettisoned our human rights poli-
cies?’’ 

Still, Mr. Mora wrote, it was only when he 
warned Mr. Haynes on Jan. 15 that he was 
planning to issue a formal memorandum on 
his opposition to the methods—delivering a 
draft to Mr. Haynes’s office—that Mr. Rums-
feld suddenly retracted the techniques. 

In a break from standard practice, former 
Pentagon lawyers said, the final draft of the 
report on interrogation techniques was not 
circulated to most of the lawyers, including 
Mr. Mora, who had contributed to it. Several 
of them said they learned that a final 
version had been issued only after the Abu 
Ghraib scandal broke. 
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Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight the importance of the Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant program. 

The White House again proposed elimi-
nating this critical asset in the war on drugs. 
That would be a tremendous mistake. Con-
gress must protect this funding to address the 
clear and present danger of meth in our com-
munities. 

In my home state of Nebraska, 60 percent 
of prison inmates are serving time for meth-re-
lated crimes. State social services programs 
are overwhelmed by the rising number of chil-
dren coming from meth homes. The number of 
babies born addicted to meth is an unspeak-
able tragedy. 

Each day, our dedicated law enforcement 
officers put their lives on the line to rescue 
families and communities from the scourge of 
meth. Anything less than full funding of Byrne– 
JAG would break faith with those who risk 
their lives to keep meth off our streets and 
away from our children. 

In Nebraska, Byrne task forces were re-
sponsible for 5,500 drug arrests last year. Na-
tionwide, Byrne task forces seized 5,600 meth 
labs, 55,000 weapons, and massive quantities 
of narcotics, including 2.7 million grams of 
meth. 

The results of Byrne task forces are real, 
they are quantifiable, they are defensible, and 
they demonstrate the power of using federal 
dollars to leverage state and local investment 
in public safety. 
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RECOGNIZING KORY BENJAMIN 
ROTH FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Kory Benjamin Roth, a very spe-

cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kory has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kory has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kory Benjamin Roth for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OLD 
SAYBROOK REPUBLICAN WOM-
EN’S CLUB 

HON. ROB SIMMONS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Old Saybrook, Connecticut Re-
publican Women’s Club in celebration of their 
50th anniversary this month. The Old 
Saybrook Republican Women’s Club’s primary 
function has always been to support local and 
State Republican candidates and they have 
the distinction of being the oldest continuous 
Republican Women’s Club in Connecticut. 

But while their energy and enthusiasm for 
Republican candidates is as welcome as it 
has been effective, there is far more to the 
group than a political agenda. 

For example, in conjunction with the Town 
Committee, the Club participates in the Wash-
ington Intern Program by sponsoring high 
school students and the group also gives 
awards to high school honor students. Clearly, 
the members of the organization are dedicated 
to helping engage young people intellectually 
and in matters of civic activism. Surely, part of 
our job as public servants should be to en-
courage young people to become involved in 
the political process. 

Mr. Speaker, our communities do not oper-
ate by means of government alone. The Old 
Saybrook Republican Women’s Club exempli-
fies a group of ‘‘citizens in action’’. Our quality 
of life is greatly influenced by individuals who 
join hands to set and accomplish goals that 
make our communities better places in which 
to live, work and raise a family. For half a cen-
tury the members of the Old Saybrook Repub-
lican Women’s Club have dedicated them-
selves to both party and public service. 

I congratulate them on their dedication and 
commitment to the Grand Old Party and to 
their community. 
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