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IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING 

EFFORTS ON MEDICARE PART D 
AWARDED TO ONONDAGA COUN-
TY DEPARTMENT OF AGING & 
YOUTH, NEW YORK 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Certificate of Appreciation 
presented to the Syracuse partnership, head-
ed by the Onondaga County Department of 
Aging, from the Centers of Medicare and Med-
icaid Services in acknowledgment of the key 
role they played in establishing and maintain-
ing this highly effective coalition. 

The Onondaga County Office for the Aging 
is the federally designated Area Agency on 
Aging for Syracuse and Onondaga County. 
The agency plans, develops and coordinates 
programs and services for approximately 
83,000 county residents age 60 and older. 

The Onondaga County Office for the Aging 
was one of the most active and successful in 
the region. Their strong commitment to Part D 
outreach and enrollment, their creativity, per-
severance and hard work could serve as a 
model for the rest of the region. They empha-
sized targeted outreach and always stressed 
the positives of the Part D program. They rec-
ognized the importance of working with local, 
State and Federal agencies and elected offi-
cials and actively sought out those partner-
ships. The level of success that they achieved 
would not have been possible without their ex-
cellent planning and organization. 

It is my honor to recognize and congratulate 
the Onondaga County Office of the Aging for 
their tireless work in assisting seniors through 
the Medicare Part D enrollment process. I 
wish them continued success on the care that 
they provide to seniors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF LANCE 
CORPORAL ROBERT G. POSIVIO III 

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of LCpl Robert G. Posivio 
III, who died a hero in a roadside bomb attack 
on May 23, 2006, while protecting his country 
and fighting for freedom in the al Anbar prov-
ince of Iraq. As a devoted son, brother, and 
Marine, Lance Corporal Posivio will be missed 
by many. 

Lance Corporal Posivio was born on Octo-
ber 4, 1983, in Mankato, MN, to Robert M. 
Posivio, Jr. and Patricia A. Posivio. He en-
listed in the United States Marines while at-
tending Martin County West Senior High 
School in Sherburn, MN, where he graduated 
in 2002. 

Lance Corporal Posivio was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 
Division, based at Camp Pendleton, CA. He is 
preceded in death by his grandmother, Ardis 
Posivio; his uncle, Don Wood; his brother, 
Daniel L. Posivio; and other relatives. 

Lance Corporal Posivio was on his third tour 
of duty in Iraq and was scheduled to be hon-
orably discharged on July 28. He returned to 
combat on April 30 after suffering injuries in a 
mortar attack on April 13 in which two mem-
bers of his unit were killed. Lance Corporal 
Posivio told his family that if he died, he want-
ed the following quote placed on his tomb-
stone: ‘‘Freedom comes at a price that the 
free will never know.’’ We owe Lance Corporal 
Posivio and all the brave men and women 
serving in our Armed Forces a great debt of 
gratitude. We ask them to defend our Nation; 
we need to let them know they are not forgot-
ten. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my condolences to 
Lance Corporal Posivio’s parents, Robert, Jr. 
and Patti; his sister, Sarah Peltier, and her 
husband, Colin; his grandparents, Robert F. 
Posivio and Eugene and Evelyn McDonald; 
and the many other friends and family who 
loved him and miss him. In this time of sorrow, 
may our thoughts and prayers comfort them, 
and may his memory bring them peace. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I was detained 
the evening of June 6, 2006 and wish to clar-
ify any confusion as to how I intended to vote, 
most notably on rollcall 225, the motion to 
table the appeal of the ruling of the Chair. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: Rollcall 223, King Amendment 
to H.R. 5441—‘‘aye’’; rollcall 224, Kingston 
Amendment to H.R. 5441—‘‘aye’’; rollcall 225, 
motion to table the appeal of the ruling of the 
chair—‘‘aye’’; rollcall 226, on passage of H.R. 
5441—‘‘aye.’’ 
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INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘NO SPECIAL 
TAX SUBSIDIES FOR GAS GUZ-
ZLERS ACT’’ 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
joined by Reps. ANNA ESHOO, RAUL GRIJALVA, 
BARBARA LEE, PETE STARK, JIM OBERSTAR, 
BERNIE SANDERS, SAM FARR, LOIS CAPPS, JIM 
MCGOVERN, BETTY MCCOLLUM, BILL DELA-
HUNT, JAY INSLEE, JOHN OLVER and JIM MORAN 
in introducing a bill entitled, ‘‘No Special Tax 
Subsidies for Gas Guzzlers Act.’’ With our 
budget deficit running at near record levels the 
federal tax incentives, it seems odd that we 
would find it fiscally responsible to provide in-
centives to purchase automobiles which are 
especially inefficient. In fact, this runs directly 
contrary to other public policy initiatives, such 
as the fuel economy standards and the gas 
guzzler tax, which were adopted to try to keep 
the fleet of cars on the road from using more 
gasoline than is necessary. Now that we have 
troops in the Middle East, these odd, counter- 

productive incentives can also be viewed as 
directly undermining our need to break the na-
tional addiction to imported oil. 

This legislation corrects two incentives 
which are out-of-step with the times—the SUV 
Tax Loophole and the Gas Guzzler Tax loop-
hole. 

Some estimate suggest that if we reform ei-
ther of these perverse incentives so that SUVs 
receive the same tax treatment as they would 
if they were classified as passenger vehicles, 
the savings would be at least $1 billion over 
10 years. 

The federal tax code affects the purchase of 
heavy-duty SUVs through preferential tax 
treatment of depreciation for motor vehicles 
and passenger cars. Recently, the Congres-
sional Research Service reviewed this situa-
tion and concluded that for a hypothetical pur-
chase made in 2005, a businessman would 
realize a much higher after tax return on in-
vestment by purchasing an SUV instead of a 
similarly priced passenger car—$3,000 higher 
in the example given. ‘‘In this treatment lies 
the most important tax subsidy for the pur-
chase of these SUVs for business use.’’ (‘‘Tax 
Preferences for Sport Utility Vehicles,’’ Guen-
ther, Gary, Congressional Research Service, 
(RL32173), April 4, 2006, p. 5.) The report 
notes that ‘‘there is no question that current 
depreciation rules favor the purchase of 
heavy-duty SUVs over lighter SUVs or pas-
senger cars of comparable value. Supporting 
evidence can be found in the greater tax ben-
efit to business taxpayers from buying an SUV 
exempt from the depreciation caps on luxury 
passenger cars than from buying a vehicle 
subject to those caps. This added benefit 
stems from the accelerated depreciation for 
heavy-duty SUVs available under IRC section 
179.’’ Ibid, p. 11. 

The Report goes on to note that when Con-
gress moved in 2004 to reduce the expensing 
allowance for SUVs from $100,000 to 
$25,000, it may have thought it was signifi-
cantly reducing the tax tilt to SUVs, but in fact 
‘‘it did little to curtail the tax preference for 
buying these vehicles under current deprecia-
tion rules.’’ Ibid, p. 13. 

The legislation we are introducing today will 
eliminate the tax tilt so that a businessman is 
not led to buy the heavier vehicle by virtue of 
a perverse tax incentive. There may be other 
reasons to buy the larger vehicle, but a tax 
preference should not be one of them. 

Cars which consume excessive quantities of 
gas are subject to a ‘gas guzzler’ tax which is 
intended to encourage automakers to produce 
and develop more fuel efficient vehicles. This 
tax has been highly effective. During the 
model year (MY) 2003, fewer than 100,000 (or 
1.3%) of cars purchased were gas guzzlers. 
However, the tax is only subject to passenger 
vehicles, which means that SUV’s escape the 
gas guzzler tax entirely! 

This bill would incorporate SUV’s into the 
gas guzzler tax schedule that applies to other 
passenger vehicles. 

The gas guzzler tax originated with the En-
ergy Tax Act of 1978 (P.L. 95–618), and the 
IRS issued the first regulations to implement it 
in 1980. It applies to domestic sales of auto-
mobiles by manufacturers and importers, who 
are required to pay the tax. IRC section 
4064(b) defines an automobile as any ‘‘four- 
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