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Temple of Champaign-Urbana in Illinois. In 
1995 he became the Senior Rabbi at Con-
gregation B’nai Israel, where he has served 
with distinction for the past 11 years. 

Rabbi Bloom has been a strong leader for 
B’nai Israel. He guided a devastated con-
gregation and the greater Sacramento com-
munity through one of its darkest hours in 
June of 1999, when arsonists attacked three 
of Sacramento’s synagogues, including his 
own. 

Rabbi Bloom’s calm, uniting voice emerged 
from the dense fog of hate and fear in the 
weeks and months following the attacks. He 
revived the community’s spirits and helped 
bring forward a united front against hate. In 
order to build a dialogue, he helped create the 
Children of Abraham group, which brings to-
gether clergy and congregants of Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian faiths. And under his 
leadership, the synagogue opened its door to 
gay and lesbian Jews to perform commitment 
ceremonies inside the sanctuary. 

Through it all Rabbi Bloom has been dedi-
cated to cultivating a strong and thriving Jew-
ish community. With his gifts as a teacher, he 
has shown a commitment to life-long learning 
and instilling that value in others. He has led 
adult education groups, including Talmud 
classes, Kabbalah courses and a women’s 
book group. These unique programs have 
helped educate and unite the Jewish commu-
nity. 

Since 1995, Rabbi Bloom has been a strong 
voice for B’nai Israel, and helped foster com-
passion and understanding throughout our 
community. On behalf of the people of Sac-
ramento and the Fifth Congressional District of 
California, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Rabbi Brad Bloom for his public 
service as we wish him success in his future 
endeavors. 
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Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mrs. Beverly Garrett, a remark-
able and compassionate woman whose life 
has touched so many Kansas Citizens. Mrs. 
Garrett passed away on June 1, 2006. Her 
passing is a deep loss felt by her family, her 
community, and all who have been touched by 
her tireless dedication and service to helping 
others. 

Beverly was employed by the federal gov-
ernment in the Social Security Administration 
for more than thirty years. Motivated by her 
dedication to her work environment and fellow 
employees, she became active in the Amer-
ican Federation of Government Employees, 
Local 1336, in the 1980s. Her leadership, 
character, and determination grew with each 
year, eventually garnering the position of 
president. In addition Beverly was a member 
of the local AFL–CIO’s Labor Council, where 
she proved to be a mentor and trusted friend. 
Beverly’s commitment went beyond the work 
place as she found great satisfaction serving 

on the board of the Heart of America United 
Way Campaign. For two years she provided 
leadership and direction as Co-chair and most 
recently as Board Secretary. 

Though she achieved positions of great trust 
and honor, she maintained an admirable and 
inspiring humility. With a touch of kindness 
and a touch of toughness she always found a 
way to create a positive impact. 

Beverly’s trademark was her optimistic, jo-
vial spirit that uplifted everyone she met. Her 
sense of humor and quiet grace brought peo-
ple together even when they were in conflict. 
Beverly’s attitude toward life was inspiring. Al-
ways smiling, she never hesitated to go out of 
her way to help someone in need. Because 
she was devoutly religious, she always found 
meaning and an opportunity to learn through 
each experience. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our heartfelt sympathy to her sons, James and 
Jason, and her daughter, Kim; and all of her 
other relatives, loved ones, and friends. I urge 
my colleagues to please join me in conveying 
our gratitude to her family for sharing this 
great woman with us, and to accept our con-
dolences for their tremendous loss. She was 
an inspiration to so many, and she will be 
missed. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
Page Class of 2006 and in particular the page 
from the 30th District of Texas, Linwood 
Fields. You have served the United States 
House of Representatives with honor and dig-
nity, and should be proud of your accomplish-
ments. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, ‘‘An in-
dividual has not started living until he can rise 
above the narrow confines of his individualistic 
concerns to the broader concerns of all hu-
manity.’’ It is my hope that during your time 
here you were able to expand your perspec-
tives on the world, and will continue to utilize 
this knowledge in the years ahead. 

I am particularly proud of Linwood Fields. 
He has honorably represented his family, my 
office, and the Dallas community. He success-
fully served this House through his out-
standing work and extraordinary spirit. I know 
that this is merely the first step of a very bright 
future. I am confident that Linwood will go 
onto to become a fine and successful man, 
and I look forward to seeing his accomplish-
ments in the years to come. 

I commend Linwood and the Page Class of 
2006 for their outstanding service. Myself and 
my colleagues are grateful for all you have 
done. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 223, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 224, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 225, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 226, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize Troy McCurry, a 
native of Augusta, GA, and a graduate of the 
University of Georgia. Throughout the past 3 
years, Troy has helped me serve the Second 
Congressional District. From working with leg-
islative aides on special projects to helping 
communicate with citizens throughout South 
Carolina, he has been an important part of our 
team. I have truly appreciated his service and 
his commitment. 

A graduate of Catholic University Law 
School, Troy recently accepted a position with 
the Republican Governors Association. I am 
confident that he will bring the same level of 
professionalism and commitment to his new 
job. As Troy begins the next stage of his ca-
reer, I would like to sincerely thank him for his 
efforts. 
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RETIREMENT OF TOM DELAY 
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OF TEXAS 
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Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the final day in Congress for one of the 
greatest leaders the House of Representatives 
has ever seen. In his 22 years of public serv-
ice to the residents of the 22nd District of 
Texas, TOM DELAY has always been a tireless 
and indispensable warrior for the Republican 
party and the causes of individual freedom, 
family values, and limited government. 

Tom’s years of service have been marked 
by devoted adherence to core conservative 
principles. His effectiveness can be measured 
in the countless advances made under his 
leadership strengthening our national security, 
restoring individual freedoms, and reigning in 
a runaway federal government. Tom never 
backed down from his beliefs and principles, 
and ultimately his tremendous success made 
him a target. There is no doubt that the Re-
publican Party, the conservative movement, 
the state of Texas, and especially the Houston 
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