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area have lost the services of a great friend 
and leader. 

I will miss having TOM DELAY serving with 
me in the House, but I am grateful that he has 
chosen to remain active in the fight to restore 
the American Republic. I look forward to con-
tinuing to benefit from his invaluable counsel 
and wisdom. 

On behalf of the Houston area and on be-
half of my fellow Republican House members, 
congratulations to a fine leader, a great friend, 
and a devoted husband and father on a job 
well done. 
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FREEDOM FOR ARMANDO 
BETANCOURT REINA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Armando 
Betancourt Reina, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 

Mr. Betancourt Reina is an independent 
journalist and has been a chronicler of truth 
amid the lies and deceit of Castor’s villainous 
regime. Mr. Betancourt Reina works and 
writes to inform the world about the nightmare 
that is the Castro regime. Unfortunately, writ-
ing and reporting the truth is not allowed 
under Castro’s tyrannical dictatorship. All at-
tempts to portray the absolute lack of freedom 
in totalitarian Cuba are viciously attacked and 
their authors are imprisoned and harassed. 

According to Directorio and the Committee 
to Protect Journalists, Mr. Betancourt Reina 
was detained on May 23, 2006, in the city of 
Camagũey where the police were carrying out 
violent evictions. He was covering yet another 
atrocity committed by the regime against the 
Cuban people. In an attempt to suppress the 
truth about these violent evictions from the 
world, Castro’s thugs arrested and imprisoned 
Mr. Betancourt Reina. Mr. Betancourt is 
locked in the totalitarian gulag, but he has not 
yet been charged with a ‘‘crime.’’ 

I remind my colleagues that, under Castro’s 
totalitarian regime, any freedom of the press, 
any effort to display the atrocities of the re-
gime under the spotlight of truth, is met with 
swift and violent repression. 

Let me be very clear, Mr. Betancourt Reina 
is currently languishing in the depraved condi-
tions of the totalitarian gulag for his truthful ar-
ticles. The U.S. State Department describes 
the conditions in the gulag as, ‘‘harsh and life 
threatening.’’ The State Department also re-
ports that police and prison officials beat, ne-
glect, isolate, and deny medical treatment to 
detainees and prisoners. It is a crime of the 
highest order that people are imprisoned in 
these nightmarish conditions simply for report-
ing the facts. 

Mr. Betancourt Reina is a brilliant example 
of the heroism of the Cuban people. Despite 
incessant repression, harassment, incarcer-
ation and abuse, he remains committed to the 
conviction that freedom of the press and de-
mocracy are the inalienable right of the Cuban 
people. Let us never forget and always sup-
port those who are struggling to liberate peo-
ple from the grip of tyranny. 

Mr. Speaker, it is as inconceivable as it is 
unacceptable that, while the world stands by 
in silence and acquiescence, independent 
journalists who write the truth about totalitarian 
regimes are systematically tortured. My col-
leagues, we must demand the immediate and 
unconditional release of Armando Betancourt 
Reina and every political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JAMES 
‘‘JIMMY’’ AYCOCK 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Mr. James ‘‘Jimmy’’ 
Aycock, a native of Fremont, North Carolina, 
for his dedicated service to his community. 

A man of strong faith, Jimmy has been 
blessed by God with outstanding musical tal-
ent. For years, he has shared his talent with 
others in his community and helped young 
people develop their own musical talents. 

Jimmy began his expansive musical career 
at the age of 14 and has been a presence on 
the Carolina scene for more than 50 years as 
an accomplished pianist, composer, and musi-
cal arranger. 

In May of this year, the town board of Fre-
mont, North Carolina honored Jimmy with a 
resolution of appreciation for his 40 years of 
dedicated service to the community. The reso-
lution expressed gratitude for Jimmy’s unself-
ish contributions of his time and energy. 

As a teacher in the North Carolina public 
school system for more than three decades, 
Jimmy has made tireless contributions to the 
musical education of the state’s young people. 
Appointed by Governors Jim Martin and Jim 
Hunt to serve on the North Carolina Arts 
Council, he has also volunteered his time and 
talent by playing at cancer benefits and per-
forming for the Governor of North Carolina. 

In an upcoming documentary intended for 
national broadcast, Jimmy will be the first art-
ist honored in a program by November Enter-
tainment entitled ‘‘Carolina Icons.’’ The pro-
gram aims to exemplify the best of North 
Carolina’s artistic culture. The documentary 
will feature interviews with Jimmy and those 
who know him, as well as video of his work in 
the classroom and in concert. 

For Jimmy’s long-time service to his com-
munity and generous contributions of his time 
and musical talent, recognition and praise are 
long overdue. 

Jimmy Aycock is a man who has given so 
much of himself to God and to his fellow man, 
and I consider it an honor and a privilege to 
call him a friend. 

HONORING THE SILVER CRESCENT 
FOUNDATION AND WINNERS OF 
THE 2006 SILVER CRESCENT 
AWARD 

HON. BOB INGLIS 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2006 

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Silver Crescent 
Foundation and the winners of the 2006 Silver 
Crescent Award. 

The prestigious Silver Crescent Award for 
Manufacturing Excellence is a salute to manu-
facturers in the State of South Carolina. This 
award is intended to promote wealth, innova-
tion, and job creation in the State, and to rec-
ognize companies in South Carolina who 
excel in manufacturing. 

I am pleased to announce the winners of 
this year’s Silver Crescent Award for Manufac-
turing Excellence. The three award winners 
are Jarden Plastic Solutions, Westminster’s 
U.S. Engine Valve, and Bridgestone Fire-
stone’s Graniteville plant. Jarden Plastic Solu-
tions is located in my district in Greer, and 
they are an industry innovator specializing in 
high-volume precision injection molding. The 
company designs, engineers, and manufac-
tures everything from recreational equipment 
to advanced healthcare tools. Bridgestone 
Firestone is one of the world’s top tire pro-
ducing plants. They are no strangers to suc-
cess. In 2003, Bridgestone Firestone’s 
Graniteville plant was also named one of the 
top 10 plants in North America by Industry 
Week. Finally, Westminster’s U.S. Engine 
Valve is a first class provider of automotive 
engine components. This is the second time 
they have received the Silver Crescent Award. 
These three manufacturers know the keys to 
success, and I am proud that they call South 
Carolina home. 

To build the next generation of manufactur-
ers and engineers, the Silver Crescent Foun-
dation organizes Camp Success. The goal of 
Camp Success is to get middle school and 
high school kids excited about engineering, 
math, and science. The camp uses state of 
the art technology to give kids the firm founda-
tion they will need to become highly skilled 
professionals. By investing time, effort, and 
money in our kids, Camp Success ensures 
that South Carolina and our Nation will have 
the tools necessary to compete in tomorrow’s 
global economy. 

I am extremely proud of the Silver Crescent 
Foundation’s efforts in the State of South 
Carolina. Under the leadership of President 
Tony Smith along with excellent award spon-
sors like the South Carolina Research Author-
ity and the Advanced Technology Institute, the 
Silver Crescent Foundation is leading the way 
toward a bright future for South Carolina’s 
manufacturers and a new generation of engi-
neers and manufacturers. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me as I commend 
this year’s winners, the Silver Crescent Foun-
dation, and everyone involved in the success 
of South Carolina manufacturing. 
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