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He said: It was easy. I memorized all 

10 of them. 
When we met with the British parlia-

mentarians, as I just recounted, in 
West Virginia, the blue grass music 
stopped, and Senator BYRD had staff 
pass out a little tablet and pencil to ev-
erybody. He said: If I make a mistake, 
write it down. And he proceeded to give 
us a demonstration of memory that I 
have never seen before, starting with 
the first ruler in Great Britain, the 
years the person served, the name, how 
to spell it, and very briefly what was 
accomplished during that period of 
time, from the beginning to the present 
Queen Elizabeth. Those parliamentar-
ians were dumbfounded. How could an 
American do something they had never 
even thought about without a note? 

There are some professors, I am sure, 
who are experts on ancient Rome, but 
I would tell all those academics, they 
don’t have anything on the Senator 
from West Virginia as far as knowledge 
of the Roman Empire. 

I consider myself so fortunate to 
have been able to serve in the Senate 
with ROBERT BYRD. And not only serve 
in the Senate with ROBERT BYRD, but 
all the time I have been here, I had the 
good fortune of serving on his Appro-
priations Committee. 

The great Senator Daniel Webster 
said that ours: 
. . . is a Senate of equals, of men of indi-
vidual honor and personal character, and of 
absolute independence. We know no masters, 
we acknowledge no dictators. This is a hall 
for mutual consultation and discussion; not 
an arena for the exhibition of champions. 

The prayer that was uttered today by 
Reverend Black, our Chaplain, says ex-
actly what Daniel Webster said. That 
was a wonderful prayer, tremendously 
well done for this occasion. But I would 
say in response to the great Daniel 
Webster, there are champions among 
us. There are giants as well. I have 
served in public office a long time, but 
no one can dispute the fact, as far as I 
am concerned, that ROBERT BYRD is a 
giant. 

I want him to know how much I ap-
preciate all he has done for me. I care 
a great deal about this man. I love 
ROBERT BYRD. I love ROBERT BYRD. He 
is a person who sets a standard for all 
of us. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
THOMAS). Under the previous order, 
there will be a period for the trans-
action of morning business until 3 p.m., 
with each Senator permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ROBERT C. 
BYRD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to pay tribute 

to our distinguished colleague from 
West Virginia who, as the majority 
leader and the Democratic leader 
pointed out, celebrates today truly a 
momentous occasion, becoming the 
longest serving U.S. Senator in the his-
tory of our country. 

Senator BYRD’s record and achieve-
ments have been covered by the major-
ity leader and the Democratic leader. I 
would like to make a few different ob-
servations. 

When Senator BYRD came to this 
body in 1959, he was a member of a very 
large Democratic class. His party had 
had a very good day. It was the second 
term of President Eisenhower. In his 
class were such people as Eugene 
McCarthy and Tom Dodd and Phil 
Hart. Lyndon Baines Johnson was the 
leader of his party in the Senate at the 
time. In fact, Senator BYRD was accom-
panied to the well on his first day in of-
fice not by the senior Senator from his 
State, as is tradition, but by Majority 
Leader Johnson, his future mentor. 

Shortly before the distinguished Sen-
ator from West Virginia got here, Ma-
jority Leader Johnson had appointed a 
committee to pick out the five greatest 
United States Senators in history. 
John F. Kennedy was appointed to be 
the head of that committee. After due 
deliberation, they picked out five Sen-
ators: Henry Clay from my State of 
Kentucky, Daniel Webster, John C. 
Calhoun, Robert La Follette, and Rob-
ert Taft. Those five Senators, who were 
designated as the five greatest Sen-
ators of all time, are depicted out here 
off the Senate Chamber in the waiting 
room. 

Six or 8 years ago, we decided to con-
sider adding two more to the list. I had 
the opportunity to be on a committee 
that reviewed the possibility of adding 
two more. We concluded there were two 
more who should be added, one Demo-
crat and one Republican. 

Our colleagues on the Democratic 
side picked Robert Wagner of New 
York, who was the author of most of 
President Roosevelt’s New Deal legisla-
tion. After due deliberation, the Repub-
licans on the committee, of which I 
was one, concluded that Arthur Van-
denberg was the appropriate selection 
for us, based upon his willingness in 
the late 1940s to make the Truman con-
tainment policy, the Marshall plan, 
and other initiatives at the beginning 
of the Cold War that basically set out 
the strategy that we followed until the 
Berlin Wall came down in 1989. We 
thought that Arthur Vandenberg would 
be the appropriate one for us. So two 
more Senators were added—Arthur 
Vandenberg and Robert Wagner. 

Today I think it is safe to predict 
that some day in the future, some Sen-
ate will decide to revisit the issue of 
what other great Senators might be 
added to this pantheon off the Senate 
floor that now includes seven United 
States Senators in our history. I think 

I can confidently predict that near the 
top of the list, if not at the top of the 
list, some day down the road will be 
the distinguished Senator from West 
Virginia. 

Mr. President, today, June 12, 2006, is 
our good friend from West Virginia’s 
17,327th day in the Senate, making him 
the longest-serving Senator ever. 

Senator ROBERT C. BYRD’s first day 
as a Senator was January 3, 1959, when 
he was 41 years old. He is the 1,579th 
Senator. Some of his contemporaries 
were John Sherman Cooper, Hubert 
Humphrey, Everett Dirksen, John F. 
Kennedy, and Richard Russell. 

Over his nearly 50 years of service 
here—he has been elected to eight full 
terms—Senator BYRD has served with 
405 Senators, out of a total of 1,885 Sen-
ators who ever served. That is 21.5 per-
cent of the total number. Over a fifth 
of all Senators who ever served can say 
they served with Senator BYRD. 

And I add that Senator BYRD is only 
the second Senator ever to be elected 
to eight full terms. 

As the Senators from two coal-pro-
ducing States, Senator BYRD and I 
have worked together on a number of 
issues over the years to ensure that 
coal remains a safe, cheap, and plenti-
ful source of energy, and that coal min-
ers and their families can continue in 
this industry. Together we ensured 
that the Capitol complex would con-
tinue to be heated by coal. And we 
work together as members of the Ap-
propriations Committee. I thank the 
Senator for his friendship over the 
years. 

As astounding as the Senator from 
West Virginia’s service in this body is, 
I must point out that he has even more 
experience representing the people of 
West Virginia. Senator BYRD served in 
the West Virginia House of Delegates 
from 1947 to 1950, the West Virginia 
Senate from 1951 to 1952, and the U.S. 
House of Representatives from 1953 to 
1959. He was elected to his first office 
in 1946. 

He was also elected assistant major-
ity whip here in the Senate in 1965. In 
1971, he was elected majority whip. I 
have heard that can be a tough job. 

In 1977, Senator BYRD succeeded Sen-
ator Mike Mansfield as majority lead-
er. He has also served as minority lead-
er and Senate President pro tempore, 
meaning he has held every major posi-
tion in the Senate. 

After serving as majority and minor-
ity leader, Senator BYRD became chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee 
in 1989, and has been chairman or rank-
ing member ever since. Our colleague 
from Alaska, the current Senate Presi-
dent pro tempore, has served with him 
on that committee since 1973. 

Senator BYRD set the record for num-
ber of Senate votes cast at 12,134 on 
April 27, 1990, breaking a record set by 
Senator William Proxmire. He cast his 
17,000th vote in March 2004, and con-
tinues to set the record every time he 
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