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States Government, thousands of innocent 
Iraqi civilians, and innocent civilians of 
other nations; 

(3) Zarqawi publicly swore his allegiance to 
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda in 2004, and 
changed the name of his terrorist organiza-
tion from the ‘‘Monotheism and Holy War 
Group’’ to ‘‘al-Qaeda in Iraq’’; 

(4) in an audiotape broadcast in December 
2004, Osama bin Laden, the leader of al- 
Qaeda’s worldwide terrorist organization, 
called Zarqawi ‘‘the prince of al-Qaeda in 
Iraq’’; 

(5) 3 perpetrators confessed to being paid 
by Zarqawi to carry out the October 2002 as-
sassination of the United States diplomat, 
Lawrence Foley, in Amman, Jordan; 

(6) the Monotheism and Holy War Group 
claimed responsibility for— 

(A) the August 2003 suicide attack that de-
stroyed the United Nations headquarters in 
Baghdad and killed the United Nations 
envoy to Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello along 
with 21 other people; and 

(B) the suicide attack on the Imam Ali 
Mosque in Najaf that occurred less than 2 
weeks later, which killed at least 85 people, 
including the Ayatollah Sayed Mohammed 
Baqr al-Hakim, and wounded dozens more; 

(7) Zarqawi is believed to have personally 
beheaded American hostage Nicholas Berg in 
May 2004; 

(8) in May 2004, Zarqawi was implicated in 
a car bombing that killed Izzadine Salim, 
the rotating president of the Iraqi Governing 
Council; 

(9) in November 2005, al-Qaeda in Iraq at-
tacked 3 hotels in Amman, Jordan, killing at 
least 67 innocent civilians; 

(10) Zarqawi and his terrorist organization 
were directly responsible for numerous other 
brutal terrorist attacks against the Amer-
ican and coalition troops, Iraqi security 
forces and recruits, and innocent Iraqi civil-
ians; 

(11) Zarqawi sought to turn Iraq into a safe 
haven for al-Qaeda; 

(12) to achieve that end, Zarqawi stated his 
opposition to the democratically elected 
government of Iraq and worked to divide the 
Iraqi people, foment sectarian violence, and 
incite a civil war in Iraq; and 

(13) the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces, the intelligence com-
munity, and other agencies, along with coa-
lition partners and the Iraqi Security 
Forces, should be commended for their cour-
age and extraordinary efforts to track down 
the most wanted terrorist in Iraq and to se-
cure a free and prosperous future for the peo-
ple of Iraq. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that Congress— 

(1) commends the United States Armed 
Forces, the intelligence community, and 
other agencies, along with coalition part-
ners, for the actions taken through June 7, 
2006, that resulted in the death of Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi, the leader of the al-Qaeda in Iraq 
terrorist organization and the most wanted 
terrorist in Iraq; 

(2) commends the United States Armed 
Forces, the intelligence community, and 
other agencies for this action and their ex-
emplary performance in striving to bring 
freedom, democracy, and security to the peo-
ple of Iraq; 

(3) commends the coalition partners of the 
United States, the new government of Iraq, 
and members of the Iraqi Security Forces for 
their invaluable assistance in that operation 
and their extraordinary efforts to secure a 
free and prosperous Iraq; 

(4) commends our civilian and military 
leadership for their continuing efforts to 

eliminate the leadership of al-Qaeda in Iraq, 
and also commends the new government of 
Iraq, led by Prime Minister Jawad al-Maliki, 
for its contribution to that achievement; 

(5) recognizes that the death of Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi is a victory for American and co-
alition forces in the global war on terror and 
a blow to the al-Qaeda terrorist organiza-
tion; 

(6) commends the Iraqi Prime Minister 
Jawad al-Maliki on the finalization of the 
new Iraqi cabinet; 

(7) urges the democratically elected gov-
ernment in Iraq to use this opportunity to 
defeat the terrorist enemy, to put an end to 
ethnic and sectarian violence, and to achieve 
a free, prosperous, and secure future for Iraq; 
and 

(8) affirms that the Senate will continue to 
support the United States Armed Forces, the 
democratically elected unity government of 
Iraq, and the people of Iraq in their quest to 
secure a free, prosperous, and democratic 
Iraq. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that this be the 
pending business, with the under-
standing that it be laid aside tomor-
row, in the morning, for such time as 
the distinguished ranking member 
seeks to gain recognition for the pur-
pose of introducing an amendment 
from his side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes debate on the Defense au-
thorization bill on Tuesday, the time 
between then and 12:15 be equally di-
vided between the chairman and rank-
ing member or their designees; pro-
vided further, that at 12:15, the Senate 
proceed to vote on amendment No. 
4208, with no amendments in order to 
the amendment. That is the amend-
ment I just introduced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, the 
matters with regard to this bill are 
concluded for tonight. I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan is recognized. 

(The remarks of Mr. LEVIN are print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Morning 
Business.’’) 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that there now 
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
STAFF SERGEANT RICHARD A. BLAKLEY 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with a heavy heart and deep 
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a 
brave man from Avon. Richard 
Blakley, 34-years-old, was killed on 
June 6 from small arms fire while on 
patrol near Al Khalidiyah, Iraq. With 
so much of his life before him, Richard 
risked everything to fight for the val-
ues Americans hold close to our hearts, 
in a land halfway around the world. 

Richard was killed while serving his 
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He was a member of Company E, 38th 
Main Support Battalion, Indianapolis. 
This brave soldier leaves behind his 
wife Patricia and two children, Whit-
ney, 11, and Richard Jr., 9. He also 
leaves behind his mother, Janice 
Schauwecker, and father, James 
Blakley. 

A medic in the Indiana National 
Guard, Richard’s devotion to duty had 
been commemorated just months be-
fore his death, when he was presented 
with a Purple Heart following a wound 
from an enemy sniper in January. Be-
cause of his injury, Richard was offered 
a trip home and was urged to take time 
off to recuperate. Instead, he chose to 
return to active duty the same day. 

Richard joined the Indiana Guard out 
of high school in 1989 and volunteered 
to serve in the Persian Gulf war and at 
U.S. ports in 2003 and 2004. In civilian 
life, Richard was a journeyman mill-
wright, putting together machinery 
and heavy equipment. An avid Colts 
fan, Richard always wore a team shirt 
on game days, even if he was on patrol. 
He was wearing one on the day he was 
shot in January, and the Colts had 
planned to sign the bloodstained shirt 
and return it to him. Richard was also 
known for being a devoted father who 
was driven by a desire to help others! A 
friend and fellow Indiana National 
Guard member recalled to the Indian-
apolis Star Richard’s dedication to 
those around him, saying ‘‘It was just 
who he was. He wanted to be where the 
action was. He wanted to help people 
. . . ’’ His wife called her husband ‘‘the 
strongest person I’ve ever known in my 
life.’’ 

Today, I join Richard’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. While 
we struggle to bear our sorrow over 
this loss, we can also take pride in the 
example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Richard, a memory that will burn 
brightly during these continuing days 
of conflict and grief. 

Richard was known for his dedication 
to his family and his love of country. 
Today and always, Richard will be re-
membered by family members, friends, 
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