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basin, the improvement of the town’s 
infrastructure, the completion of a 
public works facility and meeting 
room, the launch of the town’s first 
public transit system, and the con-
struction of a road to the new middle 
school. 

Mr. Darnell, who is a respected busi-
nessman and farmer, brought a spirit 
of innovation and commitment to the 
town of Orange. I am grateful for his 
contributions to the town and to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR RAYMOND C. 
LONICK 

∑ Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize the Honor-
able Raymond C. Lonick of Orange, 
VA, who has served as mayor of Orange 
for 10 years and as a member of the Or-
ange town council for 16 years. 

Since 1990, when he was first elected 
to the town council, Mayor Lonick has 
brought innovative and motivated 
leadership to the town of Orange. He 
has made countless contributions, and 
as a result the town has thrived. It was 
during Mayor Lonick’s tenure as 
mayor that the town adopted the 
motto, ‘‘Sweet Living, Steady 
Progress,’’ demonstrating Orange’s 
commitment to finding a balance be-
tween maintaining the town’s charm 
and history while encouraging its 
growth. Mayor Lonick and the town of 
Orange have celebrated many other 
achievements during the past 16 years, 
including improvements to the town’s 
infrastructure, the completion of a new 
public works facility and meeting 
room, and the launch of the town’s 
first public transit system. One of 
Mayor Lonick’s most notable accom-
plishments as mayor was helping the 
town acquire a $300,000 grant in 2002 
that will be used for the design and 
completion of a raw water storage 
basin. 

In addition to playing a significant 
role in the governance of the town, 
Mayor Lonick has served Orange in 
many other capacities. He is a dedi-
cated member of St. Isidore the Farmer 
Catholic Church, a substitute teacher 
with the Orange County Public 
Schools, and a loyal supporter of the 
Orange Downtown Alliance. I am grate-
ful for his contributions to the town of 
Orange and to the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.∑ 
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HONORING DENNIS MANSFIELD— 
AN OUTSTANDING HOOSIER DAD 

∑ Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud 
to have the opportunity today to honor 
Dennis Mansfield, an outstanding Hoo-
sier dad, whose dedication to his 11- 
year-old daughter, Alison, was dem-
onstrated in a heart-warming essay 
that she wrote recently. 

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from 

across Indiana to write essays about 
their own outstanding fathers as a way 
of recognizing Hoosier men who work-
ing hard to be good fathers. Alison 
wrote a touching essay illustrating her 
father’s commitment to helping her 
achieve her God-given potential, by en-
couraging her to excel in school and 
teaching her how to be a good citizen. 

As a nation, we have far to go to re-
verse the trend of absentee fathers, but 
there are millions of men, including 
Dennis, who are already going the 
extra mile for their children, and they 
deserve our thanks this Father’s Day. 
By holding men like Dennis up as re-
sponsible fathers, I also hope to en-
courage other men to play a bigger role 
in their children’s lives. 

Despite holding a demanding job in a 
hospital emergency room, Dennis al-
ways makes time for his daughter and 
has instilled in her the value of helping 
others. There is no question that the 
world would be a far better place if 
every child was able to have the sup-
port of a father like Dennis. By build-
ing strong family bonds, he has earned 
not only his daughter’s love but serves 
as a role model for the community as 
well. 

Today, I thank Dennis for his devo-
tion to his daughter and for setting an 
example for all of us of what it means 
to be an outstanding dad. It is my 
honor to read Alison’s essay into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the United 
States: 

I think my dad is outstanding for three 
reasons. First, he is always there for me. 
Even when he is busy, Dad can always find 
time to do something fun with me. 

Second, Dad has taught me many impor-
tant things. He has been a great teacher 
from riding a bike, to being a good citizen, to 
medical terminology and good character. 

Third, Dad is also a good role model. He 
works in the emergency room and sometimes 
has to work at night and sleep during the 
day. I think it would be very stressful to 
handle emergencies and keep a calm de-
meanor, but he always does. Dad does this 
because he wants to help people. I admire 
him for that. 

Dad is outstanding because he is there for 
me, has fun with me, teaches me, helps oth-
ers and because he is simply a great dad!— 
Alison R. Mansfield, age 11.∑ 

f 

HONORING AMITAV THAMBA—AN 
OUTSTANDING HOOSIER DAD 

∑ Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud 
to have the opportunity today to honor 
Amitav Thamba, an outstanding Hoo-
sier dad, whose dedication to his 9- 
year-old daughter, Aish, was dem-
onstrated in a heart-warming essay 
that she wrote recently. 

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from 
across Indiana to write essays about 
their own outstanding fathers as a way 
of recognizing Hoosier men who work-
ing hard to be good fathers. Aish wrote 
a touching essay illustrating her fa-
ther’s commitment to helping her 

achieve her God-given potential, by en-
couraging her to excel in school and be-
come a good citizen. 

As a nation, we have far to go to re-
verse the trend of absentee fathers, but 
there are millions of men, including 
Amitav, who are already going the 
extra mile for their children, and they 
deserve our thanks this Father’s Day. 
By holding men like Amitav up as re-
sponsible fathers, I also hope to en-
courage other men to play a bigger role 
in their children’s lives. 

I echo Aish’s concluding sentence 
about her father, which reads, ‘‘He is 
the kind of Dad I wish every kid in the 
world had.’’ There is no question that 
the world would be a far better place if 
every child was able to have the sup-
port of a father like Amitav. By build-
ing strong family bonds, he has earned 
not only his daughter’s love, but he 
serves as a role model for the commu-
nity as well. 

Today, I thank Amitav for his devo-
tion to his daughter and for setting an 
example for all of us of what it means 
to be an outstanding dad. It is my 
honor to read Aish’s essay into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the United 
States. 

I was 3 years when my Dad first read to me 
‘‘The Lion King.’’ Today, I still enjoy the 
story! 

In school, there is a program where we 
read books and take tests on them. My Dad, 
in spite of his heavy work schedule, has 
never missed any Reading Night or school 
function and has motivated me to do my 
best. Thanks to Dad, I am an avid reader and 
read more than 2,000 books in 3 years and the 
Top Star Reader in my school since 2nd 
Grade. 

My father a hard worker has taught me to 
be truthful, kind, and respectful. My Dad has 
inspired me to donate supplies and food to 
the Wheeler Mission and at the Marion Coun-
ty Juvenile Center. 

My father is a very important factor in all 
my success. He is the kind of Dad I wish 
every kid in the world had.—Aish Thamba, 
age 9.∑ 

f 

HONORING FREDERICK RICH-
ARDS—AN OUTSTANDING HOO-
SIER DAD 

∑ Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud 
to have the opportunity today to honor 
Frederick Richards, an outstanding 
Hoosier dad, whose dedication to his 16- 
year-old son, Corey, was demonstrated 
in an inspiring essay his son wrote re-
cently. 

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from 
across Indiana to write essays about 
their own outstanding fathers as a way 
of recognizing Hoosier men who are 
working hard to be good fathers. Corey 
wrote a touching essay illustrating his 
father’s commitment to his country 
and his family. 

Despite being overseas while serving 
our country in Camp Phoenix, Afghani-
stan, as an inspector general, Fred-
erick worked hard to stay in touch 
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