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Canada is taking actions on 

flashpoints around the world. After 
Hamas’ election victory and refusal to 
repudiate violence, Canada was the 
first nation in the world to cut off con-
tacts and suspend assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority, while pre-
serving humanitarian support for the 
Palestinian people. Canada listed in 
like manner the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, or the LTTE, as a ter-
rorist group under their criminal code, 
impeding terrorist financing of the 
LTTE and other forms of support. 

Prime Minister Harper intervened 
personally with Afghan President 
Karzai to insist that the religious and 
civil rights of a Christian convert, 
Abdul Rahman, be fully protected and 
to convey Canada’s concern that his 
treatment not undermine Afghani-
stan’s international rehabilitation. At 
the U.N., Canada is, and hopefully will 
always be, a steadfast supporter for 
Israel. 

In sum, though we may not always be 
in lock-step in our policies and our ap-
proach, Canada remains a steadfast 
ally on the war on terrorism and a pro-
moter of democracy and freedom 
throughout the world. 

I urge support for the concurrent res-
olution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution. 

Since the Taliban’s ouster in Afghan-
istan, great strides have been made on 
the path towards democracy in that 
country. A freely elected president and 
parliament, a nascent professional na-
tional army, and the beginnings of eco-
nomic development were all accom-
plished through nearly 5 years of devel-
opment assistance and military com-
mitments by our country and the 
international community. 

But the future of a stable, peaceful, 
and democratic Afghanistan is still 
gravely threatened. A resurgent 
Taliban with increasing terrorist at-
tacks, the slow pace of reconstruction, 
and the scourge of opium poppies are 
reversing the tide of success. We may 
be nearing the point where we can lose 
Afghanistan again. 

It is in times like these when we 
learn who our true friends are in our 
global war against the enemies of de-
mocracy and freedom. During these 
critical moments, we come to appre-
ciate more fully those countries that 
are willing to place their soldiers in 
harm’s way in the international fight 
against terrorism, extremism, and tyr-
anny. 

In the case of the international ef-
forts in Afghanistan, Canada is one 
such country. Our neighbor Canada has 
2,200 troops serving in Afghanistan. 
Canada has also assumed responsibility 

for the Provincial Reconstruction 
Team in Kandahar, which was origi-
nally established by our own military. 

In Kandahar, Canadian men and 
women are at the forefront of the coali-
tion effort to combat the resurgent 
Taliban and other terrorist forces in 
the lawless southern portion of the 
country. Since 2002, the Canadian peo-
ple have lost 16 soldiers and one dip-
lomat in this struggle. Last month on 
the same day that the Canadian Par-
liament voted to extend its mission in 
Afghanistan, Canada suffered its first- 
ever female combat death. We honor 
the ultimate sacrifice that Captain 
Nichola Goddard made in service to her 
country and salute the brave efforts of 
all the men and women in uniform, Ca-
nadian and American, who fight shoul-
der to shoulder in Afghanistan. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all NATO 
members to follow Canada’s example 
and commit troops to even the most 
violent areas of Afghanistan. 

I strongly support our resolution and 
ask all of my colleagues to do so as 
well. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, but I do want to thank Chairman 
BURTON for sponsoring this very impor-
tant resolution. We often forget just 
how important our friend is to the 
north. Canada is a reliable ally, a good 
friend in thick and thin; so, again, I 
want to thank Chairman BURTON for 
sponsoring this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 408, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 days to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 408. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF INDEPENDENCE OF 
GUYANA 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
792) recognizing the 40th anniversary of 
the independence of Guyana and ex-
tending best wishes to Guyana for 
peace and further progress, develop-
ment, and prosperity. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 792 

Whereas Guyana gained independence from 
the United Kingdom on May 26, 1966; 

Whereas since Guyana became an inde-
pendent country, the interests of Guyana 
and the United States have been closely 
aligned; 

Whereas Guyana is a supporter and ally of 
the United States in the Global War on Ter-
ror, and joins the United States in pro-
moting political and economic freedoms, 
combating poverty, crime, disease, and 
drugs, and promoting security, stability, and 
prosperity; 

Whereas the bonds of association and 
friendship between the peoples of the two 
countries have been strengthened by the 
large number of Guyanese who have mi-
grated to the United States, where they 
make significant contributions to both the 
United States and Guyana; and 

Whereas Guyana is an integral member of 
the Caribbean region and a constructive 
partner of the United States in fulfilling the 
agenda of the Western Hemisphere: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 40th anniversary of the 
independence of Guyana and extends best 
wishes to Guyana for peace and further 
progress, development, and prosperity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 792. 
The resolution, offered by my good 
friend from New York, Mr. MEEKS, con-
gratulates the Co-operative Republic of 
Guyana for reaching its 40th anniver-
sary as an independent nation. 

H. Res. 792 is a timely and appro-
priate measure to let our friends in 
Guyana know that we support them as 
they pursue a strong and sustainable 
democracy. The resolution recognizes 
the 40th anniversary of Guyana’s inde-
pendence and extends best wishes to 
that nation for peace and further 
progress, development, and prosperity. 

Guyana has been a real friend, 
Madam Speaker, to the U.S. and an 
ally in the fight against terror. The 
friendship between our two nations has 
been strengthened by large numbers of 
folks who have migrated to the United 
States. Here the Guyanese diaspora 
makes significant contributions to 
both the U.S. and Guyana. Guyana 
Americans are law-abiding people who 
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