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It is time for the President to implement this 

policy. We should not have American troops in 
the middle of a civil war. President Bush is 
wrong to say that we should stay the course 
in Iraq. We need a new direction in Iraq. 

The President must present a strategy to 
Congress to draw down American troops from 
Iraq and return them home to their families. 
This strategy must ensure that our National 
Guard troops are the first to come home, as 
they were never intended as our primary force 
for overseas military missions. We need our 
National Guard troops to be home and avail-
able for our local needs. 

Military experts have recommended a draw-
down of 10,000 troops per month. Although 
we should not announce a specific timeline for 
troop withdrawal, it is reasonable to expect 
that we should have half of our combat troops 
home by the end of 2006, and all of our com-
bat troops home by the end of 2007. Even 
with such a drawdown of American troops in 
Iraq, this supplemental appropriations is nec-
essary in order to insure the proper funding of 
our military operations during such a draw-
down. 

Bringing our troops home allows us to 
achieve certain necessary objectives. First, we 
will bring our troops home safely to their fami-
lies and remove them from being in the middle 
of a civil war. Second, we should send an im-
portant message to the Iraqi government to 
take responsibility for their government—after 
they ratified a new constitution, held elections, 
and installed a new government—because 
American troops cannot and should not re-
main in Iraq indefinitely. Third, we would re-
move a powerful propaganda and recruitment 
tool for Al Qaeda that the United States is an 
occupation force. Fourth, we would be able to 
stage our troops outside of Iraq to work with 
our allies and the international community to 
fight the war against international terrorism. 
The repositioning of our troops would help us 
to regain our focus on the war on terror. Fi-
nally, bringing our troops home would help us 
preserve the strength of our all-volunteer mili-
tary by improving troop morale and boosting 
our efforts to improve recruitment of new sol-
diers. 

I have repeatedly called for a change in 
America’s policies so that we can bring our 
troops home as soon as possible. In Decem-
ber 2004, I visited our troops in Iraq. I thanked 
them for their service and listened to their sto-
ries. It was a moving experience for me. I 
honor the sacrifices they and their families are 
making each day. 

The men and women of our armed forces 
are demonstrating tremendous dedication to 
our nation through their performance in Iraq. 
These brave soldiers have put their lives in 
harm’s way for our country, and we are for-
ever grateful for their service. 

This bill also contains crucial provisions, 
which I support, that would provide nearly $20 
billion for Hurricane Katrina relief, including 
funds for housing, community planning and 
development, flood control, and small busi-
ness loans. In addition, the House should take 
up H.R. 4197, a comprehensive Hurricane 
Katrina recovery bill introduced by the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. 

I am encouraged that the bill provides near-
ly $500 million to address the ongoing geno-

cide in southern Sudan and Darfur. These 
funds are critical to meeting the immediate 
needs of victims of the Darfur crisis, such as 
shelter, health care, and access to water and 
sanitation. Sudanese government-backed Arab 
militias have slaughtered hundreds of thou-
sands of villagers, and they have burned en-
tire villages. Up to two million refugees have 
fled this genocide to neighboring countries, but 
the small, poorly-equipped, and underfunded 
African Union (AU) force cannot offer them 
adequate protection. This bill provides needed 
funding to help transition the AU peace-
keeping operation to a United Nations mission. 
It is also encouraging that in April the House 
passed H.R. 3127, the Darfur Peace and Ac-
countability Act, which I co-sponsored, and 
which I urge the Senate to take up without 
delay. 

Mr. Speaker, this emergency supplemental 
is a necessary measure that will provide es-
sential support for our troops in their arduous 
mission in Iraq, vital funding for the global war 
on terror, and desperately needed assistance 
for our own Gulf region and the many Ameri-
cans who have been uprooted by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, the supplemental 
appropriations legislation passed by the House 
will spend nearly $95 billion of taxpayer 
money yet will not help our veterans, will not 
secure peace in Iraq, and will not make our 
homeland safer and better for working fami-
lies. 

The Bush administration continues to 
underfund the health care services for vet-
erans and sent our troops to war without a 
plan to secure the peace. When our service-
men and women return home they are return-
ing to a system that cannot care for them or 
provide the benefits they so greatly sacrificed 
for and deserve. And the hurricane season 
began again on June 1 but this Nation is no 
closer to be prepared for a hurricane under 
this administration than it was the day before 
Hurricanes Katrina and Wilma struck land. 
This bill will not resolve these issues. 

Instead of passing the biggest supplemental 
ever passed by Congress, Congress should 
take real steps to help protect our country and 
ensure our veterans and their families receive 
the care they need. We should pass the GI bill 
of rights for the 21st century to ensure afford-
able and accessible health care, education 
benefits and job training. We need to take se-
riously the impact of the war on veterans and 
their families and pass legislation I have intro-
duced to ensure access to needed mental 
health counseling. We should develop a real 
plan to bring our troops home safely and se-
cure the peace. 

I strongly support our troops, our veterans 
and their families and will continue to fight to 
ensure they receive the well-deserved support 
of their country. I will continue to fight to im-
prove the quality of life for working families. 
And I will continue to make sure America is a 
safer place. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman, and I yield back my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS). Without objection, the previous 
question is ordered on the conference 
report. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be here 
again with the authorization and ap-
proval of our leader, Ms. PELOSI; STENY 
HOYER, our whip; Mr. CLYBURN, our 
caucus chair; and our vice chair Mr. 
LARSEN from Connecticut. We would 
like to thank them also for giving the 
30-something Working Group an oppor-
tunity to come to the floor as often as 
possible to talk about the issues that 
are facing this country. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, we once 
again find ourselves in a scenario 
where there is a major disconnect be-
tween what the feelings are of the aver-
age American citizen sitting in Ohio or 
Florida or in the Midwest or any other 
State with what their issues are, what 
their challenges are, the problems they 
face sitting at the kitchen table, and 
what is going on here in the United 
States Congress and around the Poto-
mac River. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard now how 
we have all these new issues that have 
been dusted off the shelf, brought back 
out front, back on the talk shows, back 
on the media circuits, back on radio 
talking about priorities that only be-
long to a small fringe group of people 
in America when the real problems 
that American citizens face look a lit-
tle something like this: College tuition 
costs, up 40 percent; gas prices, up 47 
percent; health care costs up 55 per-
cent; and median household income 
down 4 percent. 

The American people are crying out 
to State capitals all over the country, 
to Washington, DC, please, please, 
somebody listen to what our needs are. 
Please, somebody help us with an alter-
native energy plan. Please, someone 
help us reduce the cost of college tui-
tion. Please, someone help us rein in 
the cost of health care. Please, some-
one help us lift our wages up, someone 
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